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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE 

OP 

KEY. WILLIAM CUTTER HANSCOM, 



William Cutter Hakscom was bom in Elliot, Me. 
July 4, 1815. Of his disposition in early life, it may be 
proper to remark that he was much inclined to study. 
He loved books and the school-room; and the advantages 
afforded him by kind parents to acquire the rudiments of 
an English education, were assiduously improved. Pos- 
sessed of a naturally reflecting mind, his thoughts and 
moments were rather occupied in the acquirement of 
useful knowledge, than in the ordinary sports and pleas- 
ures of boyhood. Such a temperament as he possessed, 
led him to be religious, not only in intellect, but in feeling 
and devotion. The early exercises of his mind were 
not unlike those of many others, who have heardr— in- 
quired — read — ^meditated — argued and prayed for the at- 
tainmjsnt of truth. Of the various popular and unpopular 
religious sentiments he had heard declared, none had so 
strongly attracted his attention as that of Universalism. 
Tet he did not embrace this merely because it looked 
desirable. He was not the one to rest his religious 
belief on such a foundation. . Neither was he kept away 
from it by the assertions of those who had no sympathy 
with believers in the.faith of "the common salvation." 
In imitation of the Bereans of old, he resolved to " search 

1 
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the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so." He 
did this, with a humble, prayerful, resolute spirit. The 
result of his investigation was, a firm, belief in God as 
the Creator and Father of mankind ; in Jesus Christ as 
the teacher sent from God — the Light and Saviour of the 
world — " who gave himself a ransom for all, io be testi- 
fied in due time.'' 

When he became confirmed in this faith, it was as fir^ 
shut up within him. He could not rest in silence, while 
its glories were continually brightening and enlarging in 
his expanding mind. He bad not believed in haste, nor 
on trust, but in the purity and sincerity of an honest 
heart, drawn by persuasive, convincing argument to the 
truth as it is in Jesus. He perceived that the doctrine 
which he had espoused was one of the utmost importance 
to mankind, and that its holy influence was needed to 
operate for good on the human heart. He wished others 
to see as he had seen " the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus the Lord," — to become acquainted with 
that gospel which is "the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile." He desired to be a preacher of the recon- 
ciliation. As days and months passed away, he fouled 
this desire continually increasing. It was uppermost in 
all his thoughts and meditations, in all his wishes and 
prayers. It was the inspiration of truth, prompting him 
to declare its power to other minds, as it had been com- 
municated to his own. It could not be resisted. 

There is something in the strong, deep inclination of 
the human mind, which will have its own way, in defi- 
ance of all that may appear to counteract it. The friends 
of our young brother, not fully understanding the strength 
of his desire to preach, obtained a situation for him in 
one of the mercantile houses of Portsmouth, N. H., — 
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that of Messrs. J. &, J. B. Ball. He remained for a 
short time in this new station, discharging with fidelity 
th^ duties devolving on him ; yet by no means satisfied 
that this was his proper employment He sought some- 
thing more congenial with his spirit — something which 
coald not be found at the counter, or in the counting- 
room. His feelings having been made known to his 
mother, she was induced to consult Rev. Thomas F. 
King, then Pastor of the Universalist Society in Ports- 
mouth, on the subject. Arrangements were made with 
him to take the son as a theological student. This was 
satisfectory to the young gospel aspirant, who had now 
just entered his eighteenth year. He was thus placed 
where he desired to be; and most eagerly did he com- 
mence the labors of the study. He read with interest — 
and, with a retentive memory to assist him, advanced 
rapidly in his new and pleasant work. There can be no 
greater luxury than that enjoyed by the devoted student, 
when, free from embarrassment and care for the time 
being, he holds communion, through the medium of 
books, with the minds of the great and the good. This 
luxury was enjoyed by our student. But in the midst 
of these loved pursuits, the prospect was occasionally 
clouded. Indications of the consumption were visible. 
Some of his family had been taken away by this disease ; 
and why might it not call him away also ? He was too 
Ml of ardor, however, to let such a consideration as this 
check him for a moment. His watchword was, onward^ 
life or death; and he never exchanged it for any other, 
less expressive. 

During his residence as a student with his worthy 
pastor, he was, one Sabbath, unexpectedly called to 
ofikiate as speaker. The pastor himself, was necessarily 
absent, and, instead of having the pulpit supplied on that 
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day, as is ustial iir duch cases, it was- d^tennined that w 
meeting- should be held in the vestry, and that the student 
should lead' in the exercises. It had been mihored that 
hd was to make his first attempt at preaching,'and many- 
came anxiously desiring to hear him ; so that the* num- 
ber was. altogether too large to be accommodated, ib the 
vestry;. The wardens opened the doors of ihe church, 
and, after some persuasion, he yvas induced to enter the 
pulpit, and perform the regular services. He preached 
.both forenoon and afternoon, to the satisfaction and pleas- 
ure of the listening audience. This was to him a happy 
day; He had commenced his work^ and the v^ay i?eas 
clearly marked put before him. Long had he desired to 
speak to the multitude in vindication of the truth; aod 
no^ his wish had. been grfttified. " He thanked Qod« 
and took courage." . 

It* is no light work to be & minister ; .for an individual 
to prepare his ihind to meet the trials and crosses as well 
as the joys and pleasures of the fait&ful preacher; to. 
^* study to show himself a workman approved of God, a 
workman that nisedeth QOt to be .ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth ^" to leav(& all minor considerations, 
and give the whole* soul up to. the cause of virtue-nif 
human unprovenfieat and hsq)pines8. Our young brother • 
did not forget .this. He knew his need of wisdola and 
experience— -find he applied himself accordingly.* He 
remained with his kind patron and friend until July, 
1834, in- close atttotipn ta his studies — ^preaching occa- 
sionially to destitute spcieties in the vicinity of Ports- • 
mouth. At the time of Which we speak, he iHid received 
an invitation to become the pastor of the Universalist 
Society in Lamprey River villag^e; Newmarket, .N.-H..* 
A neat and commodious house of worship .had ti short 
time previous been erected by thei'brethren in this place;" 
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sod they desired to commence their regular ministerial 
eogagements by obtaining preaching for a part of the 
time only. They had heard oar young brother, and 
were much interested in him, both as a preacher, and as 
a Christian brother and friend. He accepted the invita- 
tion given him, and removed from Portsmouth to take up 
his residence as a settled pastor. New and untried 
Bcenes were now before him. He felt his need of divine 
aid at this important season ; and most feelingly does ^ 
he express himself in a letter to a deat friend on the 
subject :— 

** How &r I shall succeed in this arduous undertaking, 
with my present inexperience, is known only to the 
Eternal Mind. To God, and to him alone, do I look for 
that aid which is. necessary to a faithful discharge of the 
daties devolving upon me. Pray for me, dear brother, 
that my huinble efforts for the spread of gospel truth 
may be crowned with success, and that I may be enabled 
to live agreeably to this heavenly doctrine, and thus 
constrain others to glorify our Father in heaven." 

It has been well remarked that priest and people 
resemble each other. If ministers are dull, and impru- 
dent, and indifferent to religion, the people will be like 
them. If they are zealous, devotional, and faithful, they 
will influence their people to imbibe a portion of their 
spirit The influence exerted by our young preacher 
among the new flock over which he had been placed as 
shepherd, was, in a high degree, beneficial. His zeal 
moved them-^his pulpit services, and his private inter- 
course, each served to bind the people more closely 
together, and make them more and more attached to their 
beloved pastor. He became a fevorite wherever he 
moved in the circle of his friends. He richly enjoyed 
the pleasures of social intercourse; and although his 
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ready smile was often suppressed by a kind of habitual 
seriousness, he was the agreeable companion of theimio-' 
cently volatile, as well as of the more staid and sob^r. 
But his most joyous hours were not passed in the social 
circle. To see him in the place .where he most dearly 
loved to be, and where he was often at the height of his 
earthly bliss, we must behold him in the pulpit. Here . 
he was at home ; and here he delighted to stand, and 
declare to men "the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
The church in which he preached stands on an emi- 
nence overlooking the whole village. This he denomi- 
nated *' Zion's Hill ; " nor was the term an unmeaning 
one to himself and his brethren. They often enjoyed 
those rich spiritual feasts in their pleasant temple, which 
made it to tl^em a Zion indeed^-a gospel Zion — ^where 
light and joy were diffused among them, and their souls 
were permitted to hold sacred communion with the 
Father of all. In addition to their regular services on 
the Sabbath, they soon commenced holding social even- 
ing meetings for exhortation, prayer and praise. These 
had just such an effect as might have been expected. A 
spirit of lively zeal and devotion was kindled amongst 
them, and they grew in grace and in the knowledge of 
the truth. 

He was ordained to the work of the ministry in his 
own church, on Sunday evening, February 8, 1835. 
We well remember the occasion as one of deep interest ; 
and we find the following allusion to it in his private 
journal : — 

"This is a day long to be remembered by me. I 
preached here through the day, to large congregations ; 
and in the evening I was set apart to the holy work of 
the gospel ministry by- the * laying on of hands.' The 
services were exceedingly, solemn and interesting. The 
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congregation filled the house in every part, and listened 
with the most profound and unhroken attention. O may 
God give me strength equal to my day, and enable me 
to discharge with fidelity the arduous duties attending 
the high responsibilities • which I have taken upon me." 
In one year afler his ordination, the Society had 
increased and prospered to a degree that enabled them to 
engage his services for the whole time. He expressed 
great joy at this, in his journal. But, during all the time 
of which we have spoken, stronger indications of his 
disease were seen ; arwl he was frequently much troubled. 
In the summer of 1836, his health became very low, 
so that he had suspended his labors altogether — and, 
in the month of September, requested a dismission from 
tke people of his charge. The following record on the 
subject is from his journal : — 

"Sunday, Sept. 4. This has been a day of trial to my 
feelings. Preached this morning from the words, • Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.' Af- 
ter these remarks, I administered the Lord's Supper. It 
was a very solemn season. The congregation remained. 
A letter was then read by the Society's clerk, tendering to 
them my resignation as their Pastor. The feeble state of 
my health has compelled me to do this. It is a duty 
hard for me to perform. They are a people whom I 
love — who live in my warmest affections — and who are 
entwined around my heart. Wilt thou, O God, be their 
shepherd, their guide, and their protector ! " 

This was a trying question to his people. They could 
not endure the idea of his resignation ; and so strongly 
did they insist on his remaining with them, that he con- 
sented to comply with their wishes, and continued to 
preach occasionally, as his health would permit. To- 
wards the close of this year, his health seemed to be 
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more encouraging — ^his strength increasing. We find 
the following in his record on the last day of the yeai^:^- 

♦« Saturday, Dec. 31, 1836. This is the last day of 
another year ; and to me it brings with it many solemn 
and interesting reflections^ — ^many emotions of sorrow, 
and many reasons for gratitude and praise. I have, 
during this year, experienced many mercies, and I have 
also been supported while I have passed through many 
seasons of trouble and affliction. I have b^en laid upon 
the bed of sickness, and brought even to the gates of the 
grave. While others have been called home, I am 
spared to see the close of another year. O may I be 
grateful to God for his goodness towards me, and may 
my life ever be devoted to his service." 

As whatever is now to be gleaned from the life of our 
preacher, can only be found within the short space of 
seventeen months, we must avail ourselves of such mate- 
rials as our personal knowledge and his journals afbrd 
us. At the commencement of the new year, we find the 
following in the journal : — 

*• Sunday, Jan. 1. The requiem of the, past has just 
been chanted, and a busy world is now hailing with 
joy the dawn of a new year. How solemn the thought, 
that many who now greet its commencement with songs 
of joy may never live to see its close. And am I one of 
that vast number ? Ah ! to this, God alone can answer. 
May I be prepared for whatever awaits me in the future ; 
may I be enabled to discharge faithfully the duties de- 
volving upon me — and may I ever live and rejoice in 
the assurance that, whether living or dying, I am the 
Lord's." 

In the month of April his health declined again. He 
desisted from preaching for a short time ; but obtained 
little or no relief. Receiving an invitation to visit Wal- 
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tham, Mass.; he eomplied. therewith, apd preached io the 

Uhiversalist Society in that plat;e on Sunday, July ^th. 

Dniing this short visit, he received an invitation to 

become pastor of the Society in* Waltham. He could 
. not comply with the request without- making the case 
known to his heloved flock in Newmarket. Asking two 
weeks in which to consider the subject^ he returned, and, 
at a meeting of his' society! informed* them .of the invita- 
tion which had been extended to him, requesting them 
to grant him a dismission. They appointed a committee 
to wait on him, with a view to. retain' his services; but 
he had given reasons which to himself and people were . 
good and sufficient, why he should seek a change-^ of . 
place and labor, and he could hot. consent to tarry longer 
with them. •. A disinission was accordingly granted him. 
The intensity 6f his feelings on Leaving his friends at 
Lamprey Riveif may be imagined, from the following- 
scrap in his journal: — ' 

•• Wednesday, Aug. 16. This morning! O heavens! 
Howtnysterious are the workings of Providence ! The 
.' time had come-^nd I tade adieu to yny. beloved home- 
its happy inmatei^ — and sfll my dear friends — and started 
for my ndw place of residence, in Waltham, Mass.* I 
can only pray that such feelings as I this morning* expe-- 
rienced, may never again be mine.*' . . " 

He commenced his ministerial labors in -Waltham, on 
Sunday, August 20th. At this* date he writes,— . 

"This day' I enter upon my duties as Pastor of the 
Society in this place. I have been favored with a very 
respectable and attentive audience through'outV O maV 
Heaven's best blessings 'rest upon this union, and crown it 
•with the richest success. ^Father of mercies ! give me 
health dnd strength^ I beseech thee, that I may * be 
feithfiil." ' 
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For about ten weeks he was able to perforin his pasto- 
ral duties; but no longer. Although his spirit was 
vigorous and aspiring as ever, his physical constitution 
was broken down. He had suffered much from sick- 
ness ; and the excitement occasioned by his removal to a 
new place, where his friends were looking forward with 
much hope, to the future — was too much for him. Na- 
ture gave way; and he was obliged to suspend his 
labors. It was hard, indeed, for him to do this ; for the 
prospect before him was truly encouraging. The so- 
ciety with whom he had just connected himself, although 
small, was a zealous and devoted one; and its members 
were as deeply interested in his welfare and happiness as 
the warmest heart could have desired. But their young 
pastor was soon to leave them ; for the Master of the 
vineyard had called him thus early to retire from the 
burden and the heat of the day. 

In September, the family with whom he had resided 
for some time in Newmarket; Temoved to Cambridgeport, 
* Mass., and he was induced to renew his residence with 
them, at least for a se£ison. Here he was almost daily 
visited by some of his parish.* They were anxiously 
praying for his recovery — ^but in vain ! In his journal, 
of date October 22d, he writes, — 

"My cough has troubled me very much to-day. I 
fear that I shall be obliged to quit preaching for a while. 

God, wilt thou prepare me for whatever thou mayest 
see fit to inflict upon me I " 

Wednesday, Nov. 1st, he writes,— 
" This day the Boston Association, meets at duincy. 
My health is too feeble to justify me in being there. So 

1 must bow with resignation; and, as I am not permitted 
to share in the rich pleasures of that occasion, may I 
realize that holy joy expressed by the poet, — 
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" In secret silence of the mindy 

My heaven, and there my God, I find." 

We continue extracts from the journal : — 
" Nov. 2, I continue to grow more feebla Employed 
my strength in writing a letter to a frfend and brother — 
of which this is an extract. ' If my health is no better, 
I have done my last preaching. But, be not alarmed at 
this. I have no fears of death. I hail it as a glorious 
booD. To die is gain ! To die is to go home ; to 
exchange the sorrows of earth for the joys of heaven. 
My attachment to earth weakens with every hour of my 
fleeting existence. Indeed, I do not believe that to the 
Christian there is any such thing as death ! And he is 
unworthy the name, who dreads to exchange the vanities 
and troubles of time for the enduring joys and unfading 
splendors of eternity." 

"Sunday, Nov. 5. My health continues very poor. 
I had a very ill turn in the course of the evening. I 
believe that my hold on life is slender indeed ! It 
would seem that the destroying angel has marked me 
for his own, and that soon his work will be accom- 
plished. But, what then ? I shall only go to feast upon 
the blissful realities of that faith which is the Christian's 

dearest treasure." 

'* Monday, Nov. 20. I have spent the past week with 
all that patience and pleasure which my situation will 
permit. I am satisfied that it must be a long time, if 
everi before I can regain my accustomed health. But, let 
whatever will befall me, I would ever be resigned to my 
Father's will. I love the words of the poet, who thus 
speaks of Resignation : — 

* In trouble and in grief, O God, 
Thy smile hath cheered my way ; 
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And joy hath budded from each thorn 

That round my footsteps lay. 
The hours of pain have yielded good, 

Which prosperous days refused ; 
As herbs, though sdentless/when entire, 

Spread fragrance when they're bruised. . 
The oak strikes deeper as its boughs 

By furious blasts are driven; 
So life's vicissitudes the more 

Have fixed my heart in heaven. 
AU-gracious Lord 1 whatever my lot 

In other times may be, 
I '11 welcome still the heaviest grief 

That brings me near to thee ! ' " 

He visited his friends in Newmarket, at the time of 
the ordination of his successor, Rev. Mr* Harriman, in 
December, and bade them a last adieu. This journey 
injured him. He was. not able to perform it, and sufiered 
from it afler his return to Cambridgeport. 

His last effort as a preacher was made with the Socie- 
ty in Waltham, on the first Sabbath in January, 1838. 
His health was too feeble for the attempt, and his friends 
endeavored to discourage it ; but his zeal was too strong 
for the body. How he enjoyed this day, m^j be learned 
from the record he has made, which we have transcribed. 
It breathes the real spirit of the young evangelist-HSo 
fresh, so full, and free. 

" This is the first Sabbath of the new year. I had 
promised, and my people were expecting that I should 
address them this day. I could not disappoint them, 
while able to stand. I therefore repaired to our place of 
worship, ' strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might' The hall I found completely filled with devout 
and attentive worshippers. And, for the first time since 
October, I feebly attempted to speak to this little flock, of 
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'the things of the kingdom.' I preached in the forenoon' 
from the words, • We spend our years as a tale that is 
told.' I spoke of the frailty of man — of the importance 
atsnch a season of manifesting our gratitude to God for 
the blessings of the past — of forming holy resolutions 
for the future, andt)f fixing our minds upon that hope of 
immortality, which the gospel inspires. The most pro- 
found attention was paid, and never have I addressed an 
aadience more deeply affected. In the afternoon the 
audience was still larger— every seat crowded, and many 
obliged to stand. The design of my sermon was to 
impress upon the hearer the importance of an untiring 
zeal in the cause of truths which I showed to be emphat- 
ically a good cause, I ventured to preach without the 
aid of a manuscript — ^but my remarks were well re- 
ceived, and the feelings which they seemed to inspire, I 
pray God may long be cherished by those who heard* 
A better meeting I never enjoyed. The anthem and the 
song were chanted with * the spirit and the understand- 
ing also ' — and the fervor of devotion and love lifted our 
souls to heaven. O, for the frequent return of such holy 
seasons. Amid such scenes of joy, the spirit knows not 
that it is tabernacled in the flesh, and, forgetting the 
fetters which here confine it, rises and holds sweet com- 
naunion with God. 

' Rivers to the ocean run, 

Nor stay in all their course; 
Fire moves upward to the sun ; 

Both seek their kindred source. 
So a soul that's born of God, 

Pants to view his glorious face, 
Upward tends to his abode, 

To rest in his embrace.' '^ 
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** Such ha^e been my feelings this day — a day^ the bliss 
of which, is to me invaluable. Sacred forever be the 
Christian Babbatfa! " 

We now draw near the last sickness— 4fae last ntonths, 
days and hours of the &ithful young pastor. On 
Wednesday after his last services at Waltham, he was 
seized ^ith a violent paiii in his right side* Sy kmd 
care and medical treatment, he was somewhat relieved 
for a season \ but he was foiling. He left Waltham, to 
behold it no more— and returned to Gambridgeport. His 
journal of Sunday 14th, reads,— - 

** Again I am away from my people, and confined to 
the sick room. I have spent the day in reading and 
reflection, enjoying much happiness of mind, but suffer- 
ing from bodily pains." 

The next Saturday, 26th, he writes, — 

" For the most of the time, this week, I have been 
very feeble; apparently growing weaker and weaker. 
What is in reserve for me, God only knows. To his 
holy will may I ever be resigned." 

His lai^t record bears date February 24th, and is 
written in a tremulous hand. It is as follows :— 

*' My health through the week has been more feeble 
than for some days before. It has been with me a 
season of meditation, of serious reflection. I have been 
thinking, I have thought of my friends — of those I 
dearly love — of that beloved society with which I am 
connected — of the ties which bind me to earth— of death, 
and the scenes which it will unfold. I have thought too 
of the gospel — of its glories — its prospects — and its advo- 
cates. O what mighty responsibilities rest upon them." 

For an account of the remainder of hi^ life, and some 
incidents connected with it, we are indebted to a journal 
of visits kept by Rev. Thomas Whittemore, of Cam- 
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bridg^x>rt^ near whose residence oiir young brother 
spent his last days. The joamal is taken from the 
Funeral Sermon, published in the " Trumpet" of June 9, 
1838. We give it verbatim : — 

** March 8th. Visited Br* Hanscom — ^found him still 
weaker. I have given up all hope of his recovery. His 
cough through the last night, he said was almost inces- 
sant, scarcely giving him time, in the intervals, to gather 
up a little strength. He had only one object for which 
to tive, vbs* to labor i;n the cause of the gospel, especially 
in Waltham. He spoke with the most tender anxiety of 
his beloved flock there. ' O that I could be with them-; 
that I could preach to them the tidings of redeeming 
love' — ^were his words. 

"Wednesday, March 21st. Called on Br. Hanscom 
twice this day. He told me he had no doubt his death 
was &st approaching. He had passed a dreadful night, 
—it seemed as though his coughing would tear him in 
pieces — ^he had the greatest difficulty of breathing. In 
the midst of this intense agony his mind was at peace. 
How different from his body. *The spirit,' he said, 
'was the tenant, the body the houses and O what a 
shattered house is mine — ^brokeUi racked and Mling. 
Bat the tenant cannot die. It will be removed to a better 
habitation.' He referred to some remarks he had made 
to his beloved Bible Class in Waltham on this subject. 
* We cannot see the spirit, but we know it inhabits the 
body. Afier death has taken place, we can see the body 
as before. The tenant has departed. The spirit cannot 
die.' Such were his thoughts. He was perfectly calm 
—more so than those with whom he conversed. 

** * I have,' said he, * made the arrangements for my 
funeral in my own mind. I shall try to write them. 
My friends in Waltham have expressed a wish that I 
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should be buried there. If they have a desire to remove 
my dust to that place, it is my wish it should be done. 
I wish you (said he to me) to preach at my funeral, from 
the words of Paul, 2 Cor. v. 1 : • Fdr we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a buildings of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.' It is a precious text O with 
what confidence the apostle speaks. I have often thought 
of it — I have often dwelt upon it in my discourses.' 

"Thursday, April 12th. Visited Br. Hanscom this 
afternoon. This is the first day he has not been able 
to be dressed. He suffers great pain. His cough is 
incessant. His friends endeavored to remove him from 
the bed to his easy chair in the morning, but he ftiinted. 
He is suffering from a complication of diseases ; and 
beside his disease at the lungs, he endures great agony 
from disease in another region. His mind is at rest 
on the subject of religion. * I have been,' said he, * think- 
ing of the three systems ; and I find nothing lovely 
except in Universalism.' On inquiring whether^ he 
meant by the three systems Calvinism, Arminianism, 
and Universalism? he said, *No. There is but little 
difference between Calvinism and Arminianism — they 
both embrace the awful doctrine of endless sin and mis- 
ery. They are one in effect. I meant by the three 
systems, Endless Misery, Infidelity, and Universalism — 
there is nothing lovely except in the latter.' 

** Saturday, 14th. Br. Hanscom is very low — ^though 
in not quite so much pain as usual. Says he, * You are 
going to Waltbam to-morrow — give my love to all my 
friends. Tell them to continue faithful. This is my 
wish, whether I live, or whether I die.' 

•* Sunday evening, 15th. Found him sitting for a few 
moments in his chair; but he was shortly obliged to take 
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his bed. He then spoke very freely to me on religious 
subjects. He said he was happy — he had peace within 
~he had not the least fear of death. Gk)ing to the 
grave, he said, was like going into a dark room, to lie 
down to sleep. He believed, and he could almost say 
with the apostle, he knew that he should wake in the 
Redeemer's likeness. * O how much comfort,' said he, 
'have I taken in preaching the gospel I loved the 
work. If I have done any good, to God be the praise. 
Perhaps I have injured my health, for I never could 
preach without earnestness. But I do not regret it. My 
poor shattered body is but the earthly house in decay. 
The immortal tenant is aboot to remove to a better house, 
a heavenly house, a house not made with hands. No, I 
do not regret my exertions. I desire to live only to 
preach the gospel ; but, if God says, Your work is done, 
I submit to his holy will. All is right — ^that is my con- 
fidence,' After a few moments respite, he spoke freely, 
in bis wonted strain, of the importance of zeal, and piety 
among Universalists. ' We should all have more zeal, 
more love of the cause, more love of meetings for prayer 
and praise.' 

•* Friday, May 1 1th. I proposed to him the following 
questions : • Are you' happy in your mind 1 ' * Perfectly.' 
'It is said, ITniversalism fails us in the hour of sickness.' 
He replied, * I know, from my own experience, the &lsity 
of this statement, I believe as firmly as ever — I have 
DO doubt My faith is not in the least changed. My 
heart and soul are at peace. Could I live, I should 
preach .more earnestly than ever. I have nothing to 
regret in my short ministry, except that I have done so 
little in preaching what I have believed to be the truth. 
I now see the importance of energy, of more energy, 
fidthfulness and devotion to the cause. Tell all the 
brethren from me to persevere*' 
2* 
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" On Sunday, 20th, it became manifest his deliverance 
was near ] and most ardently did he pant for that hour. 
It was with the greatest difficulty he could breathe at all 
— 4he pain in his breast was almost insupportable — and 
it was necessary to change his position every few mo- 
ments to give him slight relief. On Monday afternoon, I 
was at his bed-side. He probably supposed himself 
dying. His eyes were intently gazing upward, his lips 
were moving, and, by applying my ear, I recognized 
these words — * I am going home to my Father in heaven 
— my home — my heavenly home — I am happy.* .... 
Again, in a few moments, * How sweet 't would be to 
die ; ' . . . . and after a brief silence he faintly whis- 
pered — 

* While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.' " 

He continued to sink away until Wednesday. Jn the 
morning of ihis day he was able to converse a few mo- 
ments with the writer, on the disposal of his manuscripts. 
One of his friends from Waltham, and one from New- 
market called in, and took their leave of him. A few 
minutes past twelve he fell asleep. Surely, we could 
say, as his spirit went forth from its frail tenement, " Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his." 

" So fades a simimer cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale, when storms are o'er ; 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies a wave along the shore. 
A holy quiet reigns around, 

A calm which nothing can destroy ; 
Nought can disturb that peace profound, 

Which such unfettered souls enjoy. 
Farewell, conflicting joys and fears, 

Where light and shade alternate dwell ; 
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A brighter, purer scene appears ; 

Farewell, inconstant world, farewell I 
Its duty done— «s sinks the clay, 

Light from its load the spirit flies 
While heaven and earth combine to say, 

Sweet is the scene Vhere virtue dies ! " 

The foneral was attended at Waltham on the follow- 
ing Friday. Our brother had, before his death, made all 
the pulpit arrangements for the occasion ; and they were 
observed according to his request. The three clergy- 
men who were present at his ordination, were chosen to 
perform his funeral services ; to whom he added his un- 
tiring and devoted friend, the pastor of the Universalist 
society at Cambridgeport. At the time of his death, 
he was in the twenty-thitd year of his age. 

Tbus ends our brief account of the life of Hanscom. 
Short indeed were his days on the earth ; and much did 
he su3er from disease and pain. Yet his life was profit- 
able and pleasant. He was one of those of whom it may 
be said, that the world was better for his having lived 
therein. Life is not to be measured by days^ nor years. 
Many there are who live to the age of threescore years 
and ten, who, so far as enjoyment and usefulness are con- 
cerned, are mere children ; and they never arrive at that 
peculiar age when, the poet says, " man suspects himself 
a fool." Others are always old, and yet are ever young 
and buoyant. They are constantly learning, improving, 
and moving onward — always alive, and taking knowl- 
edge of every thing around them. Such minds, if tem- 
pered with gospel truth and love, never die. That holy 
influence which they exerted while on earth, is left be- 
hind them when they have gone down to the grave. Be 
their days in number few or many — these days are full 
of interest They fill up with usefulness 'a space of time 
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which shall shed its light into the distant future, and de- 
clare to others that virtue is immortal. Such were the 
days of Hanscom; and, although we mourn that they 
were no longer, we have reason to rejoice that they were 
not wasted nor misemployed. 

Now that we are to behold him no more on the earth, 
it may not be improper that we note those examples in 
him worthy of imitation. This is the way in which the 
dead may benefit the living. We say not that he had no 
faults ; such a statement would be weakness. Indeed, 
what can be expected of one who has lived but twenty- 
two years ? The best disposition needs much improve- 
ment long after this age. Experience does not make her 
great power manifest in the actions and decisions of the 
mind at this period of Ufe. Then, the mind has but just 
entered her wonderfiil school. Our brother lacked the 
benefits usually derived from her lessons. He was not 
sufficiently acquainted with human nature to understand 
its variety. Consequently he could not so easily bear 
many of the peculiarities of others, which met him at 
almost every corner. He was too easily annoyed when 
opposition stood in his way — too sensitive when in con- 
tact with spirits different from his own. Had his life 
been prolonged, he would have learned that the minister 
must take mankind as they are, and not as he would have 
them; andthat one of thebest traits of clerical philoso- 
phy, when its definition is rightly understood, is, to be- 
come " all things to all men." We have thus mentioned 
his chief failing. Let his faults rest — as they never es- 
sentially lessened his character as a friend and Christian. 
We speak now of his talents and his virtues. 

We trust our notice of the character of the departed 
will not appear too laudatory. Although he was our bo- 
som friend— one whom we loved in life — whose last 
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breath we witnessed — and whose "virtues we pray God 
we may be enabled to imitate ; yet we would not exagger- 
ate, not deal in terms of senseless panegyric. Reasons 
enough have been given us for stating that no preacher 
of his age in the denomination to which he belonged, 
stood higher in the estimation of those who knew him, 
or promised greater usefulness, than the lamented sub- 
ject of these remarks. Many excellent judges of talent, 
who have listened with interest to his proclamation of the 
glad tidings, will agree to this. If he was not a deep 
reasoner, he was a strong and clear expounder. His ser- 
mons were not labored, however ; for he wrote with re- 
markable facility. Although often profuse and declam- 
atory in style, yet his fervor in delivery made his pulpit 
performances deeply interesting. His pale countenance 
— his expressive eye, lighted up with the fire of the gos- 
pel — his deep, yet hollow-toned voice, notwithstanding 
its monotony — all served to impress his subject on the 
mind of the hearer, and to cause the speaker to be remem- 
bered. He could hold no parley with what he deemed 
religious error. His expositions of her sophistries were 
plain, pungent, and powerful. If he dealt in no honied 
terms with the doctrines of darkness, and was often se- 
vere when he spake of them — he delighted to dwell on 
the elevating themes of gQspel love and salvation. Then 
his words were the utterance of that eloquence which 
comes up from the fires of the soul, and warms and hal- 
lows all around it. 

One of the prominent virtues of our departed brother, 
was his untiring .devotion to the gospel. He did not 
come into the Christian ministry for the sake of obtaining 
ease, or suiting his convenience. His soul was in love 
with the doctrine of Jesus, and he could not hold his 
peace. We' have already seen that, although feeble in 
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body, and haying within him the evidences of acpneump- 
tive constitution, he came forth to engage in the duties 
of the Christian soldier. He armed himself, we believe, 
with the armor of heaven — entered the service, and &itb- 
fully performed his duty. Too confident and strong in 
spirit, he often forgot the frail tenement which he inhab- 
ited} and labored too intensely. They who, through ig- 
norance, are led to ask why a preacher of God's impar- 
tial grace should be anxious to propagate this doctrine, 
might have heard the reasons why from the tongue, and 
beheld them demonstrated in the life of our brother. He 
gave himself wholly up to the work. He loved zeal, 
spiritual fervor, and devotion. His sermon on zetUt in 
this volume, is a fair index of his heart. He could not 
endure to be reposing on his post. Dull and kidolent 
preachers might have learned a profitable lesson from 
him. He delighted in preaching; and we h$iye no doubt 
that, could his choice have been made, either to give up 
preaching entirely and regain his health, or to preach 
and go down to the grave, he would have chosen the lat- 
ter. The true apostolic spirit was in him — such as led 
Paul to say, "Neither count I my life dear unto mysel( 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the minis- 
try which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God." 

There are some professed preachers of the gospel, who, 
if they are profitable in the pulpit, are not so out of it — we 
mean as ministers. They are either too reserved or for- 
mal, or too much absorbed in the solving of theological 
problems — or else, worse than this, they imagine their 
duty to consist merely in making their appearance at 
the sacred altar one day in the week, and there per- 
forming stated services on the Sabbath ; after which they 
are to do no more, except read and write, till the Sabbath 
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comes again. To mingle with the multitude -^ to meet 
HMn as they are ia the every-day walks of life, and preach 
to them here in a thousand direct and indirect ways— - to 
Tisit the sick, the destitute and the afflicted, with advice^ 
consolation, kind offices and prayers ; these seem to them, 
if we may Judge from their conduct, a kind of official drudg- 
ery, for which they have not duly prepared their minds, 
aad from which they would gladly be released. They can 
Uve in the sunshine, and walk in a well-beaten track ; but 
to see clouds, and to meet storms, and to go amidst dark- 
ness and sorrow, disheartens them, and causes them at 
times to look on the ministry as something of mere neces- 
sity or convenience, rather than a profession requiring all 
the powers of the human mind, and all the physical nerve 
of a giant. Such preachers do but little good. They may 
be good speakers, sound reasoners, pleasant men, and 
agreeable, social companions ; but they are not ministers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the sense in which this term 
ought to be understood. They are not fitted for the front 
ranks of the redeeming army. They may do honor to the 
cause of gospel truth in some other station; but they 
should retire from the pulpit, ^* that the ministry be not 
bhmed." Our preacher honored his office not only in, but 
out of the desk. Wherever he moved, he did not forget the 
duty of a faithful minister. He loved to talk of gospel truth 
and love ; to reason with those who knew not the riches 
of the kingdom of Grod ,* to comfort mourners, and encour- 
age believers in the way of life and salvation. May a 
portion of his zeal be imparted to many who stand as pro- 
fessed ambassadors of Christ It can be imbibed. **He 
being dead yet speaketh." 

If we wish to see men in the true light, we must know 
something of their social character. Fine talents and re- 
sponsible stations may blind us in our estimate of virtues. 
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We want to see the man away from the presence of the 
many, before whom he has stood as an oracle — ^in the 
social circle, where heart meets heart, and thoughts 
and feelings are exchanged freely — and weaknesses are 
borne, and virtues appreciated. Here we can judge 
what he is ; for here we are not bewildered by any of 
those artificial charms which custom and fashion have 
thrown around public men. i?he social character of our 
young brother will bear investigation ; it was excellent 
No one of his age ever made more or better friends in 
80 short a period of time as that during his ministry. 
Wherever he went, an interest was awakened in his 
favor. In many a dear &mily circle his name will be 
pronounced with affectionate rem^inbrance, long after his 
earthly frame shall have mingled with its kindred dust 
O the worth of a good name! " It is better than precious 
ointment" " The memory of the just is blessed." 

His humility was worthy the remembrance and imita- 
tion of all — but more especially young preachers. There 
is not unfrequently a lack of this heavenly virtue with 
those who go out to proclaim the Christian message, and 
who meet with success in their early labors. They are 
too liable to be moved by flattery and praise. " The hon- 
or that cometh from men " causes them to be puffed up, 
and they imagine themselves " somebody " before they 
know any thing as they ought to know. Egotism and 
vanity too oflen. strut into our pulpits, and preach, and 
pray, when God's name is not honored nor glorified by 
their works. And, sad to tell, there are many hearers 
who have no special objections to these incumbrances — 
who look on them as qualifications^ rather than evils — 
in whose eye-sight a fashionable reverend fop is prefera- 
ble to a jiumble, unostentatious, plain man, who has good 
sense enough to know that he has much yet to learn, and 
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who had rather do good than be called great. The Lord 
pity . such hearers, such parishioners, and, most of all, 
such ministers! 

But we have not described our brother in the foregoing 
allusion to clerical vanity. His was a humble spirit He 
was modest and unassuming in disposition — however 
the stranger might judge the contrary. He did not over- 
rate his own talents, nor take delight in talking of him- 
self at every convenient season. Neither did he envy 
the fame or usefulness of others, but rather rejoiced that 
in them the Lord was raising up able defenders of his 
word, and that every good soldier of the cross added 
strength to the hosts of the Redeemer's kingdom. Such 
a spirit served to make him still more beloved. Chris- 
tian humility always commands esteem and admiration. 

The perseverance of our brother is worthy of record. 
The Christian ministry is no place for mere lovers of 
bodily ease — for mental or spiritual drones. He who 
enters the vineyard of the great Christian Master, must 
expect to work. If the way is not clear, it must be made 
so; the crooked, straight ^^— the rough, plain. In order 
for a minister to discharge with success the duties of his 
station, he must know something of the ills, as well as the 
sweets of life. He must struggle with impediments in 
his way, and overcome them — and go on and meet oth- 
ers — and continue to fight, and achieve victories over 
his frailties, and over difficulties around him, till he has 
learned to live, himself, and to teach others the true secret 
of human happiness. Our brother was self-taught. No 
great means with which to acquire a theological educa- 
tion, were before him. With a feeble constitution, and 
with other impediments in his way, he labored incessant- 
ly for the acquirement of knowledge ; and that knowledge 
he gained. He drank deeply at her everlasting foun- 
3 



34 BIOORAPHT. 

tains ; for he was one of nature's inspired children, who 
saw the greatness, wisdom, and love of God in every 
thing. When we realize this, and rememher the fervor 
of his prayers, which were ever agreeable to the Chris- 
tian heart, we are struck with the beautiful idea of Cole- 
ridge: — 

" He prayeth best, who loveth best 

All things, both great and small ^ 
For the dear God, who loveth us, 

He made and loveth all." 

As he had strong faith and hope, as well as love, he 
had but few misgivings in his mind, even when afflictions 
came heaviest upon him. He trusted in the Mightiest, 
and was free. There is no binding down such a spirit 
to earth. Its faith alone can remove mountains. Al^ 
though outward circumstances seem against it, these cir- 
cumstances are made subservient to its interests, and the 
language of the apostle is truly adopted, ** When I am 
weak, then am I strong." This will apply to him of 
whom we have spoken. He believed that in the strength 
of Heaven he could do all things ; and lie was right. Let 
us not forget his example. 

Such were some of the traits in the character of Hans- 
com. More might be named ; but let these be remember- 
ed. He died as he lived, with c?ilm confidence in Grod; 
and has lefl behind him a name to be desired by all who 
love virtue, and goodness, and truth. When such spirits 
depart from the earth, we feel indeed that we have lost, 
though heaven has gained. It is hard parting with them 
— the young, the generous, the good. In such trials, we 
need consolation, " not as the world giveth," but that 
which the gospel imparts. And how rich this consola- 
tion, when, as we are groaning in spirit, and all seemv 
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discord around us, it comes in the fullj deep harmony of 
heaven, declaring victory over pain, and soirow, .lEind 
death, and life and immortality to the whole race of 
mankind. Then, 

" Who shall weep when the righteous die "? 

Who shall mourn when the good depart "? 
When the soul of the godly away shall fly, 

Whoshall lay the loss to heart ? 

He has gone into peace ; he has laid him down 
To sleep till the dawn of a brighter day ; 

And he shall wake on that holy inom, 
When sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 
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SERMON I. 

True Dignity of Man. 

" Show thyself a man." — 1 Kings ii. 2. 

These words were spoken under circumstances 
the most solemn and interesting. in which man can 
ever be placed. They form a part of the last dy- 
ing advice of a fond father to a tender and beloved 
son. We are informed, in the context, that " the 
days of king David drew nigh, that he should 
die," His career of regal splendor, of honor and 
glory, was about to close. He had been borne on 
by prosperity, and had contended with adversity. 
He had met with sunshine and storms. He had 
conquered with his sling and smooth stone, when 
in contest with the mighty Philistine, and had 
won the most splendid victories upon the field of 
battle. He had sat upon a throne of power, and 
had swayed the sceptre of a great and prosperous 
nation. But now his days were numbered, and 
the sun of his existence was about to go down, 
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amid the darkness of death. His mantle was to 
fall upon his son. The kingdom was to be placed 
in the hands of Solomon. He was to rule over Is- 
rael — and by him schemes were to be eflfected, 
and plans accomplished, which, for magnitude and 
importance, had never yet been thought of. And,- 
knowing the weighty trust which was to be com- 
mitted to his charge, and the responsibilities which 
would rest upon him, David could not but feel a 
deep and abiding interest in the welfare and suc- 
cess of his son. He therefore calls Solomon to his 
dying bed, and, with' the fond affection of a fether, 
commences Jthus : — "I go thiB way of all the 
earth j be thou strong, therefore, and show thyself 
a man." To be impressed with the deep impor- 
tance of this command, we must picture to our im- 
agination a scene like that which gave occasion 
for the utterance of the text. A venerable father is 
about to recline upon the pillow of death. The ties 
that have bound him to earth are about to be sun- 
dered forever. He has a beloved son, into whose 
hands he is to commit the mighty destinies of that 
powerful nation, over which he himself h£ui been 
governor and king. He calls that son to his dy- 
ing bed, and gives him his charge, as the Isist pre- 
cious legacy of an affectionate father. " My son, I 
am about to die — I must soon bid farewell to all 
that I hold dear upon the shores of time. The 
fluctuating scenes of this mortal existence, I am 
about to leave for a world where change can never 
come. Soon these faltering limbs will be motion- 
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less, thesie eyes will be closed, and this voice si- 
lent ; and soon will it be said, Thy father sleeps 
in death. To you, my son, I resign my trust — to 
you I commit the government of this people, and 
upon you duties will devolve, a faithful perform- 
ance of which will reflect honor upon you, and 
confer blessings upon thousands. Be thou strong, 
therefore, and show thyself a man." 

These, then, are the circumstances under which 
our text was spoken ; making it a part of the dying 
advice of an affectionate father. The inquiry now 
presents itself, What did Diavid mean to be under- 
stood by the command, " Show thyself a man ? " 
I may remark, as I pass along, that it is not always 
age that makes the man. You often find those in 
young life, who manifest more dignity of character 
—.more stability of purpose, and more real worth, 
than many men of forty. You often see men ad- 
vanced in life, surrounded with families, and mak- 
ing high pretensions, who manifest more fickleness 
of mind and of character, than the frolicsome youth 
of the school-room. They are self-conceited, and 
will talk about their independence of mind, when 
they are the veriest slaves of popularity. They 
have a peculiar faculty of talking when they have 
nothing to say — and of using large words and ex- 
pressions. They are like a barrel, the less it has 
in it, the more noise it makes in letting it off". 
Such men, however old in years, they may be but 
" children of a larger growth." It is not always 
age, then, that makes the man. Were this the 
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case, Solomon coiild not have obeyed the exhorta- 
tion in the text ; for he was yet quite young, when 
the command was given him, " Show thyself a 
man." 

How then did David mean to be understood ? 
I answer, in exhorting Solomon to show Jiimself a 
man, he evidently desired that he should exhibit 
that firmness, independence and faithfulness, be- 
coming a man of wisdom and experience. He 
meant that Solomon in all things should have an 
eye single to the glory of God, and the promotion 
of human happiness. This is evident from what 
follows the text» He exhorts Solomon to " keep 
the charge of the Lord his God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes and his judgments, his 
commandments and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in 
all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest 
thyself." 

We see, then, that one thing which Solomon 
was to do, in order to show himself a man, was 
to manifest a firm devotion to virtue and to God. 
And this is a most reasonable requisition. What 
is man ? I mean in his native loveliness, as he 
sprung from the plastic hand of his Creator. Ere 
he had become polluted and enervated by vice 

— before his moral faculties had become debased 

— or even he had strayed from that narrow 
path which Heaven had marked out for him to 
follow; when the angel of innocence was his 
companion, and his soul was unstained by the dark 
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waters of sin ; what, then, was man 7 In the 
garden of Eden among the flowers of paradise, he 
first walked. There he stood in the majesty of a 
thinking, rational being, endowed with the most 
lofty and ennobling powers — possessing faculties 
the most holy and divine ! What, then, was man 1 
You all know. He was the image of God, It 
was then that he stood forth in the likeness and 
purity of his Maker ; it was then that those princi- 
ples of his nature were developed which assimilate 
him to God. What, then, was -first necessary on 
the part of Solomon in order for him to show him- 
self a m^an — a rational, immortal being — a crea- 
ture of the most exalted capacities — the image of 
God ? Why, plainly this, that the powers of his 
soul, all the moral principles of his nature should 
be exercised in accordance with the will of that 
God whose image he was. And this is necessary 
now. It is the beauty and dignity of virtue alone 
that will make man, what man should be. It is 
this that will govern his passions — that will 
control his appetite — - that will chasten and elevate 
his affections — that will form him for happiness 
and heaven, and that will throw a lustre upon his 
character which will fade not through eternity. 
The truth is, man was formed for virtue. This is 
his element, the only atmosphere in which he can 
live and be happy, and the sphere in which Heav- 
en designed he should move. I know it has 
long been thought that man is totally depraved^ 
that he is incapable of thinking one good thought, 
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or performing one good action ; that all the facul- 
ties of his mind are completely depraved, lost to 
all that is holy and pure, and ever inclined to all 
that is evil. This is a notion which has long pre- 
vailed in the Christian church. But the voice of 
reason and of God proclaim it false. Why, I askj 
is man possessed of so many noble and generous 
feelings ? From whence did they spring ? And 
why do they exist ? Why does the h,uman bosom 
thrill with so many holy and godlike desires? 
Why are the promptings of pity, the uprisings of 
sympathy, and the emotions, of love, realized in 
the human soul ? Why do we miogle our tears 
with those in distress? Why do we weep for 
those who are the victims of sorrow and despair? 
Why does the fond mother manifest such vigilant 
care for the infant of her love ? Why does she 
spend watchful days and sleepless nights to protect 
it from harm ? Why do that mother's tears evince 
the constancy of her attachment, and the strength 
of her affection ? And why do we derive so. much, 
pleasure from those little acts of kindness, friend- 
ship, and love ? Does all this prove that we are 
totally depraved ? Does it not rather sho^ that 
there are implanted in our nature those principles 
of immortal purity, which lead us on to virtue and 
to God ? Yes. And this is the fact. Man's nature 
now, before it is corrupted by sin, is as pure and 
holy as when it first emanated from its author; 
and it is a jnroper development of its princi]^es, 
a virtuous direction of its powers, that brings forth 
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the man, and constitutes him, in very deed, the 
image of God. 

Virtue is the element of the soul. Else why is 
man happy only in the practice of virtue, and why 
is his happiness increased only in proportion as he 
obeys its dictates. . Let the hearer then remember 
that, to heed the command in the text, and show 
himself a man, the principles of his nature must be 
made subservient to the will of Heaven, and his 
moral functions must be exerted in accordance 
with the laws of the Eternal. In illustration of 
this subject, let us take a case familiar to you all. 
Here is a man, who is fully conscious of his high 
and exalted origin. He sees within himself princi- 
ples which ally him to God, and which ihake him 
capable of the most lofty attainments in know- 
ledge and virtue. His soul rises superior to the 
grovelling claims of earth, and takes hold on im- 
mortality. There is nought so invigorating to his 
spirit, so happifying to his mind, as the joys which 
virtue affords. It is his delight to be found in 
obedience to the commands of Heaven, and to act 
in a manner becoming the dignity of his nature, 
and the transcendantly glorious destiny which 
awaits him. He roams with pleasure through the 
smiling gardens of joy — through the Elysium 
portals of delight — he plucks those flowers of 
perennial beauty, and feasts upon those lasting 
sweets which virtue confers upon her votaries. 
Now, this person shows himself a man. He 
evinces in his life the proofs of his divine original. 



44 SERMON I. 

He has called into active exercise those faculties 
of the mind, which were designed, if properly im- 
proved, to perfect him in happiness and felicity. 
There is seen upon his countenstnce the placid 
serenity of heaven, and in himself the glorious 
image of that God by whose hand he was formed. 
Take an opposite case. Here is a man, who has 
fell from that high station in which he was de- 
signed to move. He has departed from that path 
of rectitude which would have led him to the 
goal of peace, and is straying a^mid the wilds of sin. 
The voice of conscience and of God falls unheaxd 
upon his ear — or if heard, it is only to be quelled by 
the syren song of vice. The power of virtue has 
lost its hold upon his affections and heart, and he 
becomes a willing prey to his unbridled passions. 
The slavery of sin weaves around him its galling 
chains — the vain and trifling allurements of vice, 
is now the only food upoii which his famishing 
soul can feast. Where, now, is the dignity' of his 
nature ? Where, now, is that superiority of intel- 
lect — that greatness of mind — that exaltation of 
character — that genuine worth, which he was 
capable of possessing ? In a word, where, now, is 
that which constitutes the man ? It has gone, 
and he, who was made but a little lower than the 
angels, is now but little superior to the brutes. 

You will see, then, the correctness of my remark, 
that he who would show himself a man, must ever 
strive to cultivate those moral and religious facul- 
ties with which he is endowed. Would you assert 
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the dignity of your nature ? Would you truly show 
yourself a man ? Would you stand forth bearing 
that beauty which Heaven first stamped with its 
eternal signet upon your brow ? If so, walk in the 
path of virtue ; take her for your coimsellor, com- 
panion and friend. 

I desirp the young, particularly, and those who 
are young men, to remember this. Never look 
for greatness siside from goodness. Never think it 
is the mark of a great mind to relate a silly story, 
to give a profane joke, or utter an immodest ex- 
pression. Never think you will gain an increased 
share of respect by trifling with things sacred and 
divine. No ! rather let your thoughts soar aloft to 
that fountain from which cometh all that is holy 
and good. Let your ^flections be placed on heav- 
en, let your hopes rest on God, and let it ever be 
your aim to strive for that greatness of character 
which the majesty of virtue will confer. Then, 
and then only, will you show yourselves to be 
men. I am aware that these remarks will conflict 
with a certain opinion entertained by some. It 
has been supposed that to be religious is to descend 
from the dignity of man. To look upon Chris- 
tianity as an imposition, the Bible as a fable, and 
heaven as a dream, has been thought a mark of 
superior greatness, of true philosophy ! But is it 
so? To show myself a man must I sacrifice the 
comforts of religion,, abandon that gospel which 
is dearer to me than life, and tamper with all that 

is fair smd holy in the hopes of men ? If so, God 
4 
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grant that I may remain a child forever! But 
how came this foolish notion to exist? From 
whence did it spring, that religion is inconsistent 
with the greatness of man ? The answer is plain ; 
it has been caused by that forbidding garb which 
has been thrown around the subject. Religion has 
been looked upon as a matter of expediency rather 
than profit ; good only as it saves us from some 
awful calamity in another world. It has been 
shrouded in mystery^ it has been connected with 
gloom and sorrow, and people have supposed that 
to become religious is like entering a monkish cell, 
and becoming ascetics for life. But they have 
beien awfully mistaken. It is superstition that 
they have taken for religion. They have received 
the corruptions of a thing for the thing itself. Re- 
ligion in its purity is Heaven's best gift to man. It 
is all that has raised him in the scale of creation, 
and given him those glorious hopes and bright 
anticipations which cause the enraptured spirit to 
wonder and admire. It is to Christianity that we 
owe our freedom from the darkness of Paganism, 
and our elevation in all that ennobles our kind. It 
is to this that we are indebted for the glory of our 
institutions, for the privileges we enjoy as a peo- 
ple, and for that commanding rank which we hold 
among the nations of the earth. And does this 
look as if the religion of the Saviour was of trifling 
importance ; something fit only for the weak-mind- 
ed and ignorant ? No ! it is this religion alone 
that will make man truly great — that will give 
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Strength aad vigor to his moral and mental faculties 
—stamp upon his soul the divinity of its Author. 
And he who would skow himself a man, and 
stand forth the image of his Maker, must strive for 
that perfection to which the gospel is designed to 
lead us. 

I have dwelt longer upon this part of my sub- 
ject than I intended. I have aimed to show that 
in the fom^ation of character, in the making up of 
man, religion l^as an essential bearing ; that it lays 
at the foundation of all that is great and ennobling, 
in the history of man. I now pass to remark — 
That an individual, to heed the command in the 
text, should manifest an independence of mdnd. 
Without this, he is of but little worth. It is true 
he may show himself a man so £u: as a proper 
exercise of his moral faculties are concerned. He 
may embrace and practise Christian principles ; but 
if he has not sufficient independence to avow those 
principles, if he fears to act himself y then he fails 
of showing himself a man ; he is found lacking in 
one essential point. That was a glorious truth 
which was sealed with the blood of our fathers — 
^^€Ul men are created free and equaV^ It expresses 
that without which, man is not what he should be. 
He who dares not manifest an independent spirit — 
who fears an open avowal of that which his soul 
approves — who sacrifices jpnn(»pfe upon the altar 
oi policy ' — such a man is emphatically a slave; 
to the character of a freeman he can have but little 
pl^. And yet how many such there are among 
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US. Men who are complete slavBs to popular 
opinion. With them it is not, " What does reason 
teach and conscience approve ? hut, What is the 
most popular ? Which side must I take to render 
myself "the most service?" Thesiie people you 
never know where to find. They are one thing 
to-day, and nothing to-morrow. They can change 
their minds upon the most important subjects as 
often as the camelion does its color. There is no 
more confidence to be placed in them thfin in that 
traitor who betrayed his master with a kiss ! They 
do not show themselves men. 

But these seekers after popularity are not the 
only* ones destitute of the virtue of which I speak. 
There arej many in the same, situation within the 
precincts of the Christian church. If there is any 
one who should possess independence, genuine 
freedom of mind, it is the Christian. And yet 
there are many professing Christians, who are the 
veriest slaves. They are slaves to a creed — slaves 
to their minister — and slaves to the interests of a 
party. They dare not speak out the honest con- 
victions of their souls. They fear to give full 
exercise to their , reasoning faculties, lest they 
should lead them beyond that contracted faith 
which they cherish. They would delight to at- 
tend another meeting, to go where a full and free 
salvation is proclaimed ; but, rather than meet the 
frown of their spiritual leaders, they live on in 
bondage. There are not a few in this situation. 
Maqy an excellent female is kept from lending 
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her influence to that benevolant faith which her 
soul loves, simply through fear. She lacks inde- 
pendence of mind. Such persons are to be pitied. 
They are suffering a slavery of all others the 
worst. " The iron that enters the soul, cuts the 
deepest ; the chains that are upon the mind, are the 
most intolerable." It is when the spirit of man 
roams unfettered, when it walks forth in its native 
virtuous freedom, that he asserts the dignity of his 
nature as the offering of heaven. Let the hearer, 
then, cultivate that freedom of mind, a freedom 
from all that enslaves ; and that independence of 
spirit, which is the mark of true greatness, and by 
so doing, show himself a man. 

Once more, and I close. It is of importance 
that all who have embraced the truth in the love 
of it, should heed the command in the text. We 
would have every believing Universalist be made 
U>feel the exhortation, — " Show thyself a man." 
Act up to thy profession ; live in the spirit of 
thy religion ; and adorn thy faith by a well-order- 
ed life and conversation. The Apostle, in exhort- 
ing his brethren to be zealous, uses an expression 
similar to that found in the text. He says, 
" Watch ye, stand fast in ,the faith, quit you like 
men.^^ Let believers, then, now quit themselves 
like men, and let each individual professor show 
himself a man. The cause in which we are en- 
gaged is of all others the most ennobling and 
sablime. It promises results over which heaven 

will forever rejoice ! It will stay the dark waters 

4# 
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of sin — it will light up the smil^ of joy upon the 
brow of sorroW'^— it will dispel the cloud of afflic- 
tion-— it will wipe away the tears of despair, — it 
will com£i»rt the mourner — it will smooth the pil- 
low of death, and it will carry forward the human 
mind to perfection and felicity. Advance this cause, 
and you confer a lasting benefit upon your race ; 
you make men better and happier ; you free them 
from those chains which sin and error have thrown 
around them ; you deliver them from that tremb- 
ling fear, that unspeakable anguish with which 
they now look forward to a despairing eternity j 
you will present them with a glorious existence in 
immortal bliss, for the dark and forbidding prospect 
of endless woe. You will bring back the poor 
infidel to the faith of the gospel ; you will carry 
peace to the troubled, consolation to the afflicted, 
joy to the desponding, triumph to the dying, and 
the hopes of heaven to all. This, all thi» will 
you efiect by promoting Universalism. 

Shall we, then, be cold and indifferent in a cause 
of such magnitude and importance? Shall we 
slumber on our posts when there is so much for us 
to do ? No ! rather let us be awake and alive ! Let 
us arise and show ourselves to be men ! Let us not, 
in a cause so glorious, descend to those petty foibles 
which only become children. If others will en- 
gage in angry contentions and disputes, they must 
do it ; but let us keep "the unity of the spirit," 
showing ourselves influenced by such motives as 
the greatness of the work demands. Let us lose 
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sight of all that anay tend to stir up a division, in 
our supreme devotion to the truth. Then shall 
Fe see the truth prospering and error receding ; we 
shall aid in bestowing untold blessings .upon our 
children's children, even to the latest posterity. I 
ask you, then, ye who are fathers — -have ye heads, 
and can ye reason ? Ye who are mothers ; have 
ye hearts, and can ye feel ? Ye who are children; 
have ye souls, and can ye love ? If so, will you 
not throw your influence into the scale of hu- 
manity ? Will you not lend us your aid in this 
best of all causes ? Will you not assist in freeing 
men from the darkness of superstition, and in im- 
parting life and salvation to his famished soul, in 
leading him on to virtue and happiness ? Let the 
response of your souls be, yes ; and let your well- 
directed zeal attest your sincerity ! So shall you 
enjoy the approbation of God, the smiles of an ap- 
proving conscience, and the richest beneidictions of 
your race. — Amen. 
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Consequences of Virtuous and Evil Actions, 

" Be not deceived ; Grod is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap; for he that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the spirit, 
shall of the spirit reap life everlasting," — Gal. vL 7, 8. 

We are here presented with a subject of the 
highest importance to the peace and well-being of 
man. It sets forth a truth of all others the most 
deeply interesting, and to which the attention of 
our race cannot be too earnestly invited. It is an 
exhaustless theme, and one upon which many ser- 
mons might profitably be written. It can hardly 
be expected, therefore, that I should do it justice 
in the brief space allotted me for this discourse. I 
can only point you to some of the beauties it pre- 
sents us in the outset, and leave it for the hearer 
to pursue the subject at his leisure. 

Before we proceed, then, directly to notice the 
sentiment here laid down, I desire you to observe 
the contrast in the text. " The flesh " is put in 
opposition to "the spirit" — and the effects of 
sowing to " the flesh " are said to be directly oppo- 
site to those produced by sowing . to " the spirit." 
YHiat is meant by " the flesh " and " the spirit," 
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in the text ? You will notice they are always set 
in contrast, — sis in the context the Apostle says, 
"the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh." He says that the " works of 
the flesh " are every evil, and the fruits of the spir- 
it embrace every good. So the Saviour says, — 
" Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation, 

— the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
Now, you will readily perceive that the flesh and the 
spirit here spoken of, ara component parts of man 

— he being addressed as possessing them both. 
By "» the flesh " is meant those animal passions, 
those .carnal propensities in tnan, those principles 
and desires of his nature, which have been given 
him for a wise purpose, and an improper indul- 
gence of which will involve him in misery, dis- 
grace and death. By " the spirit " is meant 
directly the opposite. It means that spark of intel- 
ligence — that germ of immortality .-— that princi- 
ple of virtue in man, which is an emanation from 
God, and which, if we follow its dictates, will con- 
fer upon us the highest possible felicity. By " the 
spirit " is meant that living mind iji man, which 
towers above all that is low and grovelling upon 
earth — which bids defiance to the storms of sor- 
row and the shafts of death — and from which 
flow the promptings of piety, the uprising of be- 
nevolence, the love of virtue, and the practice of 
all that is ennobling, in the history of our race. 
Man, then, has feelings and passions which lead 
him astray, and which too often involve him in the 
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dark labyrinth of error and of vice. This is " the 
flesh." He has also within him principles which 
naturally lead him to look upon sin with abhor- 
rence, and which bind him to happiness, to virtue, 
and to God. This is " the spirit." To sow to 
the first, is to reap a harvest of sorrow • to observe 
the teachings of the last, is to feast at the banquet 
of delight. That I^m correct in these remarks, is 
evident from the testimony of Paul. Speaking of 
himself, he saysy — " For we know^ that the law 
is spiritual ; but I am carnal, sold under sin. For 
that which I do, I allow not : for what I would, 
that do I not ; but what I hate, that do I. If, then, 
I do that which I would not, I consent unto the 
law that it is good. Now, then, it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing : for to will is present with me ; but how to 
perform that which is good, I find not. For the 
good that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I 
would not, that I do. Now, if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
me. I find, then, a law, that when I would do 
good, evil is present with me. For I delight in 
the law of God, after the inward man : but I see 
another law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin, which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deUver me 
from the body of this death ? I thank God, through 
Je3us Christ our Lord, So, th^n, with the wxiod I 
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myself serve the law of God ; but with the flesh 

the law of sin." — Rom. vii. 14 — 25, 

Now, what was true of Paul, is true of every 
human being. We possess an animal and a spirit- 
ual nature — the one opposed to the other — the 
flesh and the spirit. When " the flesh " gains the 
mastery, and riots in its indulgences ; when the 
vicious propensities bear rule, man is debased and 
miserable. And it is only when " the spirit " 
achieves the victory, when virtue triumphs, that 
man stands forth in his native excellence, the child 
of God, the image of the Eternal. Had not the 
spirit of man been assailed by the temptations of 
the flesh, it would never have deviated from the 
straight path of rectitude and virtue. Hence it 
follows, that if ever the time shall come, when the 
warring of the flesh against the spirit shall cease, 
and when it shall no longer be entangled with the 
bondage of corruption, that day will behold man 
forever free from sin and sorrow j because all that 
can tempt him and lead him astray, will then be 
destroyed, smd his willing spirit will rise to its 
home in heaven. And we are expressly assured 
that this time shall come. It is a plain doctrine of 
the Bible, that " flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom." You see, frbm this, that those fleshly 
appetites and passions, which now lead us into the 
paths of iniquity, are to be buried with the body in 
the grave. They can never enter that incorrup- 
tible state, into which all shall be raised. Nothing 
finds an entrance there but that which is pure and 
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holy. *' The flesh " must die, " the spirit " must 
live forever. Death comes to end our warfare with 
sin, and to give release to the captive soul. When 
man dies, he goes where temptations can never 
annoy him, and where vice never hurls its venom- 
ous daxts. It is there the body of sin is put off, 
and the carnal mind terminates its warfare with 
virtue. It is there the spirit spoken of in the text, 
that godlike mind in man, which is now overpow- 
ered by the lusts and passions of the flesh, achieves 
an immortal victory. At death, it bids an everlast- 
ing adieu to the fetters which have here enchain- 
ed it, to the vanities and temptations of earth, 
and gcfes onward, forever progressing in knowledge 
and bliss, through the boundless ages of eternity. 

So far, then, our subject is plain. By " the 
flesh " is meant man's animal, by " the spirit " 
his spiritual nature. These expressions axe used 
in the text as a personification of vice and misery. 
And the truth it sets forth is this, — that a man shall 
certainly reap a harvest corresponding to the seed 
which he sows. If he heeds the allurements of 
vice, he will in no wise escape an equitable pun- 
ishment. If he practises virtue, he will most sure- 
ly receive a just reward. This is the sentiment of 
the text — to a more particular notice of which 
your attention isjiow invited; 

The first partiQiilar,' Ifeeri, which I desire you to 
notice, is the exhortatlou," with which the text 
commences, — ' * Be ;.hat deceived. ' ' The Apostle 
knew very well that his brethren were liable to be 
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deceived and led astray by enticing words ancl 
false appearances. He knew that there were 
teachers of error abroad, who were urging their 
pexniciqus principles upon the attention of the 
people, and robing their forbidding features in a 
flattering garb, that they might better succeed in 
accomplishing their object. The Apostle knew 
too the power of deception, and the opportunity 
there was of placing in a favorable light that which 
was highly fatal in its tendency merely by clothing 
it in soft words and honied accents. He had been 
most awfully deceived himself. He had bent all 
his energies to the promotion of the cause which 
he had Considered of the fiirst magnitude, but 
which he now looked upon as the opposite of all 
that was good. He really supposed that he had 
been doing God service while engaged in the 
work of slaughter and of death. But now his eyes 
were open, he saw the deception ; and he was 
desirous that others should avoid that error in 
which he had been entrapped. He therefore ex- 
horts his brethren .with earnestness, in the text, 
" Be not deceived." I would to Heaven that this 
exhortation might be heard and felt by every 
human being. To him who is wading in the 
ways of iniquity, who vainly expects to find pleas- 
ure in sin — to him who is quafl&ng at the in- 
toidcating bowl, and saying, " a little more will 
do no harm" — to him who is revelling in his 
deeds of darkness- under the cover of night — to 
him who is resting his hopes of heaven upon his 

5 
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own frail exertions — to him who is indulging in 
the wild reveries of skepticism, and tampering 
with ?J1 that is good and holy in the hopes of men 
— to him whose piety consists only in loud and 
empty professions — to all such I would say, " Be 
not deceived.^^ 

" God is not mocked.'^ Here is a solemn truth, 
and one which, if felt and realized, would produce 
glorious consequences to the world. We may be 
deceived ourselves, and we may deceive others — 
we may put on a very fine exterior, and profess 
much goodness, while the heart is being steeped in 
the very gall of iniquity — we may pretend to much 
humility, while the spirit of pride is rankling in 
our bosoms — we may manifest much love for our 
fellow-beings, and at the same time be secretly 
plotting their ruin ; and, in a thousand ways, we 
may be the instruments of deception to those 
around us. But there is one whom we cannot 
deceive. " God is not mocked,^^ Prom him no 
action is hid. To him no thought is imknown. 
In every part of his wide domain he is alike 
present. There is not a single recess in the vast 
universe which he has formed that is exempt from 
the glance of his all-searching eye. You may soar 
aloft to the heavens, or dive into the fathomless 
ocean — you may roam upon the " coral strands" of 
India, or dwell upon the ice-clad mountains of 
Greenland — you may mingle with social beings, 
or flee to the haunts of solitude — you may make 
your abode in the crowded city, or flee to the dark 
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cave of the wilderness, — still God will be there, 
discerning your thoughts, and sitting in righteous 
judgment upon all your actions. From his wise 
decision there is no appeal, at his tribunal " every 
transgression must receive a just recompense of 
reward." There is no escape. Let this be re- 
membered. And if you are flattering yourselves 
with the idea that you can sin, with impunity ; if 
you think to retire from the gaze of the world, and, 
in the lonely sil^ice of night, riot in iniquity, and 
then escape detection-; if this is your intention, 
then bear this truth in mind, " Thou God seest me." 
He is a Being with whom deception cannot pre- 
vail, who will not be mocked. He knows the 
secret thoughts of every heart. He sees in dark- 
ness as well as light. And happy he who can say 
with the poet, — 

"O may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ; 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
' Consent to sin — for God is there." 

You will notice that the Apostle in the text, 

assigns a reason why men should not be deceived, 

and presents us with a positive proof that God is 

not mocked. It is found in the declaration, " For 

whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 

Here is the great point upon which the Apostle 

desired that his brethren might not be deceived ; 

and this is the fact which he adduces to prove that 

God is not mocked, but that in all things he main^ 
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tains a holy and righteous discipline. " Whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 

The sentiment of the text is as true in the 
moral as in the natural world. When the hus- 
bandman goes forth to the toils of the day and the 
labors of spring, when he sows his seed, his bosom 
beats high with the expectation of an abimdant 
harvest. And what is more, he expects a harvest 
corresponding with that which he places in the 
earth. If he plants com, he does not expect that 
briers will come up. If he sows grain, he does 
not expect to reap a harvest of weeds. But he 
supposes that what he has sown, that shall he also 
reap. This is equally true of the moral world. 
Here there is seed to be sown, and a harvest to be 
reaped, and the harvest will always correspond 
with that which is sown. It is passing strange 
that upon a point so obvious as this, men should 
be deceived ; and yet there is none upon which 
they have been more so. Men have vainly sup- 
posed that some method could be adopted, some 
means devised, to avert the just judgments of Hea- 
ven. You see them inflicting upon themselves 
the soKtary pentoce, offering costly oblations and 
sacrifices, living a life of abject sorrow, and search- 
ing for some mysterious change ; and all this for 
what ? Why simply to escape the stern demands 
of justice, and save themselves from that punish- 
ment which their sins deserve. But nothing could 
be more vain and futile. It is just as absurd to 
expect that we can violate God'^s law, and escape 
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a ji^st retribution, as it is to suppose that we can 
place our hands in a furnace of fire, and yet not be 
burnt. The word of Jehovah has gone forth and 
shall not return, that he will " by no means clear 
the guilty — that though hand join in hand the 
wicked shall not go unpunished — that he that 
doeth wrong, shall receive for the wrong he hath 
done," and in the language of the text, that *' what-- 
soever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 
Now it does seem to your speaker that nothing 
could be plainer than the sentiment here laid 
down. It assures us that God's justice will re- 
ceive its demands, that the punishment for sin is 
certain, and that from it there is no escape. And 
this is a truth confirmed by the voice of reason 
and experience. It agrees admirably with the 
arrangements of God in the natural world. In the 
world of matter, in the natural constitution of man, 
God has established certain organic laws, an ob- 
servance of which will sui^ely give us happiness 
and peace, and an infringement of which will cer- 
tainly bring us misery and sorrow. 

For instance, it is a law of man's nature that he 
shall eat and drink. If he properly observes this 
law he will be fed and made happy ; if he disobeys 
it, he carmot escape the consequences. God rules 
the same in the moral world, in the world of mind. 
That has its lawjs, its fixed and immutable laws, 
an observance of which is sure to make man 
happy — a violation of which is certain to involve 
him in misery. This is a truth plain and self- 

6* 
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evident. And yet it is one upon which people 
manifest a most astonishing ignorance. They 
really seem to suppose that they can sin with 
Impunity ; that they can trample under foot the 
authority of Heaven, and then, by some means, 
escape the consequences^ Now, they do not reason 
thus in other matters. They would not walk 
upon burning coals, or throw themselves from a 
precipice^ and think of escaping unharmed. No, 
they know better than this. They should know, 
too, that they can no more embrace the monster 
sin, and not feel his venomous fangs, than they 
can take fire in their bosoms and not be burned. 
One is as certain as the other. You can no more 
escape the consequences of a violation of God's 
moral law, than you can of his natural laws. The 
great Creator has so constituted man that he can 
find enjoyment only in obedience to the com- 
mands of Heaven, and that he is never so unhap- 
py, as when wandering in error and trs^nsgression. 
The mind of man is so formed that it can be 
happy only in its own element. Its element is 
virtue. Its home is spiritual and heavenly. And 
hence the man, who practises virtue, and breathes 
the atmosphere of love, is happy, whatever may be 
his external circumstances. Let us take a simjde 
comparison. A fish while in the water lives, 
moves, and is happy. The world of water was 
designed by his Creator for its habitation. But 
take it out of the water, and it dies. So with the 
mind of man. Its nature is spiritual, it was form* 
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ed for virtue ; and so long as man lives in the 
wofld of virtue, so long he is happy. But let him 
ieave that sunny clime, let him become polluted 
with vice, and he dies a spiritual death. His 
moral faculties become debased, and he is wretch- 
ed and miserable. This is a truth attested by the 
experience of alL Every one knows that there is 
a luxury ui doing good, and that a right course of 
conduct imparts a peace to be found no where else. 
No man, who realizes the blessings of virtue, 
would ever exchange them for the burning fires 
which rage in the bosoms of the vicious., He 
would rather dwell in the hut of poverty, with 
"virtue's prize," than in a palace of gold, with a 
guilty conscience. The truth is, God has connect- 
ed misery with vice, and happiness with virtue, 
and has bound them together by a tie which 
eternity cannot dissolve. And so sure as there is 
a God who pannot be mocked, so sure as a cause 
produces its effect, so true it is that vice will al- 
ways yield rndsery, and virtue happiness. " For 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 
I have thus alluded to the first part of my sub- 
ject, which expresses the certainty of punishment, 
and the positive assurance that man shall reap 
according to that which he sows. I now pass to 
iwtice what the text declares shall be the fruits of 
a harvest in the moral world. " He that soweth 
to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption." By 
sowing to the flesh here is simply meant the 
practice of sin. And the doctrine of the Apostle 
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is this ; that he who yields himself up to vice, 
who becomes the servant' of iniquity, and who 
sows the seeds of sin, will reap a harvest of " cor- 
ruption." 0, that this doctrine had always been 
preached ! happy would it have been for truth, for 
virtue, and for the world. Men have been most 
dreadfully deceived. They have clothed virtue in 
a forbidding garb, and have given to vice the most 
enchanting aspect. We have heard of the " pleas- 
ures of sin," and of the prosperous gales with 
which the wicked are wafted over the sea of life. 
The sinner has been looked upon as a traveller in 
a path strewed with the flowers of enjoyment, 
and where the choicest dainties invite the longing 
taste. In this way men have been deceived. 
Supposing that there was pleasure in sin, they 
have suflfered themselves to be lulled to repose by 
its syren song, and have awoke only to find them- 
selves pierced with many sorrows. 

But, how different upon this subject are the 
words of my text, the language of the Bible. Here 
every thing terrible of which the imagination can 
conceive, is used to set forth the horrors of vice, 
and to show that " the way of the transgressor is 
hardy The question, then, is settled, as to the 
nature and certainty of punishment. It is plain 
that a man shall reap according to that which he 
sows, and thatif he sows to sin, he shall reap a 
harvest of corruptipp^. This is true ; but one thing, 
which troubles majiy,:* is, where shall this harvest 
be reaped — where shall man receive his punish- 
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ment ? To this, many would answer, In another 
state of existence ; and they would, perhaps, very 
unfortunately, adduce our text as proof of this 
idea. But let us observe, for a moment, what 
the text says. " Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap." You will notice the si- 
militude here used. The sinner is compared to 
the farmer who sows and reaps. Now, when we 
sow seed in a field, do we not expect to reap the 
harvest in the same field where we sow the seed ? 
Most assuredly. If, then, man sows to sin in this 
life, he must in this life expect to reap the harvest, 
which is " corruption." Is not this plain? You 
all know that you would consider a man beside 
himself, who should sow a field of grain in New- 
Hampshire, and expect to reap the harvest in 
Jfaine. They are equally unwise, who, having 
sown to the flesh in this life, are looking for the 
harvest in eternity. As true as man has sown to 
sin here, so true it is that here he must reap the 
harvest, and receive his wages. And, what is 
more, the very nature of the harvest is abimdant 
confirmation of this fact. What is it ? " Corrup- 
tion." This is the harvest, the fruits of sin, and 
what every sinner must reap. But then it must 
be reaped in this life ; for the Apostle assures us, 
that all who are raised from the dead are " raised 
in incorruption." Of course, then, man cannot, in 
another life, reap the harvest of sin, for there he 
will be beyond the power of temptation — beyond 
the shafts of sorrow, and the arrows of death. 
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Let it be borne in mind, then, that the harvest 
must be reaped in the field where the seed is sown. 
It is here that man sows to the flesh, and it is here 
that he must reap corruption. We all know this 
— we see it. We find those who have strayed 
from the path of rectitude and virtue, who were 
drinking at the polluted waters of vice, and roam- 
ing amid the wilds of sin ■ — we see them strangers 
to happines and peace, the victims of sorrow, and 
the subjects of cruel fears and tormenting reflec- 
tions. The fires of guilt have been kindled in 
their bosoms, and are l)urning to the lowest hell. 
Let all, then, avoid the paths of. vice, the allure- 
ments of sin, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Let all who would act the part of wisdom, and 
promote their own happiness, choojse virtue for 
their guide, companion, and friend. The reward 
is certain — her blessings are abundant. "For," 
says the text, "He that soweth to the spirit, shall 
of the spirit reap life everlasting." To sow to the 
spirit, is to cultivate the religious faculties — to 
refine and elevate the affections — to chasten and 
purify the feelings — and to give strength and 
beauty to virtue. And the harvest which we shall 
reap, will be everlasting Ufe. This haivest is to 
be reaped, too, in the same field where we sow 
the seed. It is here that the seed is sown, and 
here that we must reap the harvest of " everlast- 
ing life." " He that beheveth on the Son, hath 
everlasting life " — he possesses it here. He who 
has cultivated an acquaintance with the perfection^ 
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and character of God, and who is living in obedi- 
ence to his commands — such a one has sown the 
seeds, and is reaping the harvest of everlasting life. 
The reward of virtue is just as certain as the 
punishment of vice. If to do wrong is to be mis- 
erable, to do right is to be happy. Look at the 
man who pursues a virtuous course of conduct — 
whose life is in accordance with the precepts of the 
gospel — and who is at peace with himself, his 
conscience, and his God. What joy and delight 
are his! His countenance beams with the placid 
serenity of heaven — his breast burns with holy 
rapture - — his bosom thrills with the fondest hopes 
— and his spirit feasts upon pleasures that are 
lasting and sweet. The bright sun of virtue sheds 
its radismt beams upon his pathway, and a halo of 
immortal glory encircles his brow. There is a 
beauty, a power, a divinity, in virtue. Its peace 
is like a river, its joys are like those which flow in 
the paradise of God. Its hopes are founded upon 
the Rock of ages, and will forever pour tight and 
consolation upon a dying world. In virtue may 
be found all that is great and good — all that is 
exalted in time, or glorious upon the records of 
eternity. " It is God's empire, and from his 
throne of thrones he will defend it." It is the 
companion of angels, the corner-stone of the uni- 
verse, and the greatest glory of man ! Pollute our 
earth, if you must, with the streams of vice — let 
anarchy, and misrule, and oppression, rear their na- 
ked forms ; but let virtue remain -r- let her power 
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be exerted, and her influence felt, and our world is 
safe ! When all the proud monuments which na- 
ture and art have reared, shall crumble into dust — 
when all the beauties of earth shall lie faded in 
death — when the vigilant sentinels of the skies 
shall no longer be faithful to their trust — when 
the lofty pillars of the universe shedl totter and fall, 
and time shall rest upon the bosom of eternity — 
then shall virtue smile amid the ruins of a fallen 
world, and, robed in its native beauty, shall receive 
the homage of a redeemed and happy universe ! 

In concluding, I e^treat of you all to think of 
these things. Would you be wretched and miser- 
able — would you be pointed at by the finger of 
scorn — would you be a reproach to your race — 
would you live unhonored, and die unlamented — 
leaving those who survive you to mourn only that 
you lived so long ? If not, then shun the paths 
of vice ; they will lead you down to the abodes of 
death. But, would you be honored, respected, 
and happy — would you receive the love of the 
wise, and the esteem of the good — would you 
have your character shine with unfading lustre, 
and your names embalmed in the afiections of pos- 
terity ; if so, heed the teachings of virtue. Choose 
her for your friend. She will impart to you 

" That which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy, 
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy." 

May God add his blessing ; and to his name 
shall be the praise forever. — Amen. 
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Exhortation to Zeal. 

t 

*' It is good to be zealously affected always in. a good thing."— 

Gal. iv. la 

The author of our text was an enthusiastic 
adnjirer of Christianity, and an ardent and inde- 
fatigable defender of its holy truths. He was 
possessed of a warm and persevering zeal, which 
no discouragement could cool, and which led him 
to make constant, vigorous and unceasing exertions 
for the upbuilding of the spiritual Zion of our God. 
His engagedness in the great work which was 
before him, was such, that although exposed to 
bonds, imprisonment and death, he exclaimed, — 
"But none of these things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God." He looked upon the 
religion of Christ, as one of the richest treasures 
Heaven could bestow — he considered the doctrine 
of his master a " good thing "—and he was there- 
fore willing to "labor and suffer reproach," ia 

* Delivered at Lamprey River, 19. H., JTan: 3, 1836. 
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endeavoring to advance it among men. He was 
"always zealously affected" in the cause to which 
all the powers and faculties of his soul were de- 
voted. He never proved recreant to his duty, or 
indifferent to the moral emaiicipation of a world, 
lying in darkness and sin. But he remained 
faithful even unto death — and at the close of 
his eventful life, when about to resign his spirit 
into the hands of his Maker, he could look back 
upon his labors with satisfaction, and say, in truth, 
" I have fought the good fight, Hiave finished my 
course, I have kept the faith." 

In his toils and privations — in his love for the 
truth, and zeal in its promotion, we behold an ex- 
ample of manly fortitude and Christian heroism, 
well worthy the imitation of every friend to the 
cause in which he was engaged. He was not the 
mere slave of a party ■ — the tool of a faction — or 
the lover of fame and earthly aggrandizement. It 
was a principle far more ennobling, exalted and 
divine, which called into exercise all the latent 
energies of his active mind — it was to promote 
the best interests of his fellow-men. For this he 
labored — for this he suffered — and in this divine 
employment he continually exhorted others to en- 
gage — assuring them, as in my text, that ^^itis 
good to be zealously affected always in a good 
things 

Believing, my brethren, as we do, that we are 
engaged in the same cause with the venerable 
Apostle to the Gentiles, the text is as, applicable to 
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US as to those to whom it was addressed. We have 
only to ascertsdn whether the doctrine we are be- 
lieving is good — whether the cause we have 
espoused is a good one, and then it is our imperi- 
ous duty to be zealously aflFected always in its 
ptmnotion. Need I stop here, to convince my 
respected auditors that the cause of universal 
benevolence is a good cause ? Need I spend time 
to pitove that the gospel which we believe is a 
good thing ? No ; this was done at its first procla- 
mation by the angelic messenger, who, to the 
wondering shepherds, upon the plains of Bethle- 
hem, declared — " Fear not ! for behold I bring 
jongood tidings of great joy, which shall be unto 
all people." This is the gospel — " good tidings 
of great joy " — even the tidings of a world's re- 
demption. It announces the inspiring truth, that 
"God will have all men to be saved and come 
mito the knowledge of the truth" — that "as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive" — that "the whole creation shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God ; " that 
Jesus shall reign, till all sin and misery are finish- 
ed — till sorrow and sighing are no more ; till 
death is forever destroyed, and God is all in all. 
This is the doctrine which the Apostle believed 
and labored to promote. Thds is the doctrine 
which we believe — and I ask you, is it not a 
good thing ? I do not ask you whether it is too 
good to be true — but is it not a good doctrine ? a 
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doctrine honorable to God, and consolatory to 
man? • . 

Look at the effects which it is calculated to pro- 
duce, and then tell me, if you can, that it is not a 
good thing. Its moral influence — how. divine! 
how excellent ! Where is the sentiment besides 
this, that can be safely carried into practice ? It 
cannot be found. You may search from Dan to 
Beersheba, and you will not find .a system of 
morality, possessing so much beauty, so much 
excellency, so much of Heaven, as that embraced 

4 

in the doctrine we profess. I know it is said that 
this sentiment will exert the most* immoral and 
pernicious tendency. I know we are told that it 
ought not to be proclaimed — that if it is preached 
and believed, it will open upon us the floodgates 
of crime and iniquity. But these assertions are 
made by those who know nothing of the subject, 
who are ignorant of the nature of man, and who 
have never drank from the pure fount of redeem- 
ing love. The sentiment we believe teaches that 
"God is love;" that he is "our Father" — that 
he is impartially kind to all — that he loves, and 
will eternally bless, not only his friends, but his 
enemies. It cannot, therefore, but exert a salutary 
influence upon the minds of" those who sincerely 
believe it. In their families they will be kind and 
impartial ; in their intercourse with the world they 
will be honest, benevolent and charitable. Every 
man, so far as he is virtuous and good, so far he 
acts upon the principles of Universalism. There 
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is something of heaven in this sentiment. Its in- 
fluence is celestial — pure — heavenly — free ! It 
contains a redeeming power, which is destined to 
roll back the tide of sin and iniquity^ dry up the 
dark and turbid pools of skepticism and infidelity, 
and the darker waters of partialism and unbelief. 
Will you, can you then say that this is not a good 
thing ? 

But the hopes which this doctrine inspires — • 
how transcendently glorious ! The prospect which 
it unfolds to the view of man — how ineffably 
grand and sublime ! A world of rational and 
purified intelligences, rendered forever free from 
sin and misery, and clothed upon with the undying 
beauties of a blessed immortality ! Who can think 
of this blissful truth without being filled with 
ecstacy ! Who can contemplate it without being 
lost in raptures! A glorious immortality for all 
mankind ! 

" This is the hope, the blissful hope, 
Which Jesus' grace has given,— 
The hope when days and years are past, 
We all shall meet in heaven." 

how precious! how invaluable does this 
hope appear, when contrasted with the miserable 
traditions of the wisdom of this world ! Look at 
that poor unfortunate brother, who has concluded 
that the grav6 is the end of man — that when 
death shall mark him as its victim, he must lie 
down like the cattle upon the hills, and know no 

6* 



74 SERMON III. 

more forever — or him who is looting forward to 
an eternity of despair, as the wretched doom of 
himself, or his friends. Do you say that they are 
happy? Is the prospect before them one which 
fills them with joy? O, no; the bitterness of 
death is theirs! Their spirits shrink with con- 
vulsive horror at the revolting thought 1 When 
they think of death, — and think that it is to be 
followed by a beamless and despairing eternity — 
joy and peace must be strangers to their bosoms. 
O, give us then the hope of the gospel ! ,A hope 
full of immortality, and which never faileth; a 
hope which triumphs oyer the power of death, 
smiles at the darkness of the tomb, and pours upon 
its dreary mansions a flood of celestial light and 
glory ! With this hope, the unbeliever may scoff 
and deride — the misbeliever may gainsay and op- 
pose — my dearest friends may forsake me — the 
storm of sorrow may lower upon me — death may 
stare me in the face — but I shall have a conipan- 
ion which will never forsake me ^— which will be 
with me in sorrow's darkest hour, sustain me in 
death, and land me safe upon the blissful shores 
of the heavenly Canaan. But, deprive me of this 
sacred hope, and how wretched must be my situa- 
tion ! I must then believe that I am a poor unfortu- 
nate orphan, wandering in this wide world, having 
no Father to watch over me, no friend to protect 
me, and no home to which to repair^ when I have 
arrived at the end of life's journey. Did I believe 
this, did I believe that the grave was my only 
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dwelling-place, or that in another life I must feast 
forever upon the miseries of my fellow men, earth 
to me would be but b, barren desert, and life itself 
but a curse. There would be nothing left to 
satisfy me ! It cannot be, it is not possible, that 
the immortal mind can be satisfied with any thing 
short of the glorious hope of eternal life ! Go to 
the affectionate wife, or the beloved mother, with 
any thing else beside the hope of the gospel, ask 
her if she can rejoice in believing that the com- 
panion of her youth or the child of her love has 
gone down to the tomb of oblivion, or is weltering 
in unceasing anguish, and her heaving bosom and 
tearful eye will return you the melancholy an- 
swer. Existence could be nothing to her, whose 
love is stronger than death, if at the grave she is 
to part forever with those who have been dear to 
her heart. Nor would heaven have any attractions 
for her, if her friends are not permitted to share 
with her in its joys. But, carry her the hope of 
the gospel, go to her with the precious promise of 
life and immortality, and the tear of joy and smile 
of gladness shall evince her satisfaction. And 
without this hopcj I repeat it, there is nothing to 
satisfy, nothing that will sustain our sinking spirits. 
A man deprived of this, may have his name in- 
scribed upon the canopy of heaven — he may be 
seated in a palace surrounded with gold — he may 
wield his kingly sceptre over nations and empires — 
he may behold temples and mausoleums reared to 
eternize his fame — he may possess every thing 
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which earth can afford — but still he is paor^ 
when compared with that man who dwells in the 
lonely cottage, blessed with the glorious hope of a 
blissful immortality ! You may call me an enthusi- 
ast, but I cannot help it. When I get upon this 
pleasing subject, I hardly know where to stop. It 
is a theme around which I delight to linger ! I love 
to feast by anticipation upon the pleasures of 
heaven ! I love to drink of the crystal streams of 
eternal life ! I love to dwell upon a theme which 
calls forth the songs of angels, and the anthems of 
the blessed on high ! Immortality and life eternal ! 
Celestial thought ! Give me this hope, and I can 
ask no more ! 

Is not, then, that doctrine which comforts us 
with this cheering hope, a hope which produces 
such sublime effects, and which presents us, all 
creatures whom God has made, as the happy sub- 
jects of the heavenly inheritance — must not that 
doctrine, I say, which presents us with such a hope, 
be a good thing ? yes ! There can be nothing 
better ! It is not possible for the mind to conceive 
of any thing more honorable to God — any thing 
possessing more of heaven — any thing better for 
man than this sentiment. It is the doctrine of 
heaven — the laurel of a Saviour's victory — the 
plant of an unpolluted clime — it must live and 
flourish forever. It is what angels desire, what 
good men pray for, and what its opposers acknowl- 
edge " is too good to believe ! " 

I have thus shown that the doctrine which we 
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believe is a good thing ; that the cause which we 
have espoused is a good one. Yea, that it is one 
of the best which hias ever engaged the attention 
of man. The question now is, How shall we best 
advance this cause among men? There can be 
but one answer to this question. And that answer 
is contained in the text. We should " he zealously 
affected always,^^ in its promotion. We should 
have a zeal which never abates, which never 
grows cold. We should feel continually the good 
of the cause at heart, and a deep interest in its on- 
ward march. 

We want a zeal in this cause, which is according 
to knowledge. We want not the zeal of a Jehu, 
who, under pretence of zeal for the Lord, gratified 
his unhallpwed ambition, in scattering " firebrands, 
arrows and death "fax and wide ; who delighted 
in spreading blight, ruin and devastation upon a 
land flowing with milk and honey. We want no 
such zeal as this. It stands out in everlasting op- 
position to the spirit of that holy religion we pro- 
fess. We should cherish a pure gospel zeal, 
which should be induced by an ardent devotion to 
the cause we have espoused* And we should be 
careful to manifest our zeal in a proper way. 

1. By living lives corresponding with our pro- 
fession. This you will all acknowledge to be of 
the first importance. That we should be practical 
as well as theoretical Universalists. This is the 
first stepping-stone, the very foundation of a ra- 
tional and enlightened zeal. And the sincere be- 
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liever will always be careful to manifest his zeal, 
by this best and most salutary of all exhibitions, 
an upright and godly life and conversation. The 
Saviour says, " Let your light shine before men, 
that others seeing your good works may be led to 
glorify your Father in heaven." Professions are 
nothing, if the reality be wanting. A man may 
profess much — he may appear to be very Jealous 
— he may pretend to love Universalism, and ex- 
patiate upon the excellency of this doctrine — he 
may even be able to silence its bitter opposers with 
scripture arguments ; but then if he does not 
practise as well as profess, his zeal is an injury in- 
stead of a benefit. For instance : This doctrine 
which he so earnestly advocates expressly com- 
mands him to " swear not at all ; " and yet he is 
heard cursing and damning his fellow-men! If 
his patience is tried in the least, he gives vent to 
his feelings in imprecations and oaths. Do you 
tell me that the zeal of such a man is a benefit 
to the cause ? Do you say that he is sincere ? 
No ! His doctrine teaches him not to swear ; but 
he is profane. It teaches him to be honest ; but he 
is dishonest. For a celebrated opposer of this sen- 
timent has said, thaX a Universalist cannot swear 
without stealing oaths to swear with ! It is verily 
so. There is nothing in our faith that justifies 
this vile practice. And a swearing Universalist is 
a solecism, " a living contradiction of himself and 
his faith ! " I tell you, my brethren, if we would 
have a commendable zeal in the cause we have 
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espoused, our lives must correspond with our pro- 
fessions. The spirit of our religion must breathe 
through all our actions. We should be consistent. 
The sentiment which we cherish, teaches us not 
to swear. We should, therefore, bless, and curse 
not. It cpinmands us to be peaceable and ^' tem- 
perate in all things ; I' we should not, therefore, be 
"brawlers, given to much wine." In a word, we 
should live, as our doctrine teaches, soberly, right- 
eously and. godly. 

We have been long engaged in pulling down 
error. It is now high time that we manifest our 
zeal m building up the truth. It now remains for 
us to develope the superior excellency of our faith, 
in a moral point of view. Our opposers are expect- 
i»g this, and they axe looking for it, exactly where 
they should look, to our views and conduct. Let 
us, then, be resolved that they shall not be disap- 
pointed. Let us so live, that they shall be com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that we are as kind, honest, 
benevolent and upright as our neighbors. Let us 
convince them by our works, that the syren song 
of vice, the pestiferous breath of the drunkard, and 
the voice of the profane, are not to be found among 
those " wbo love the way to Zion's hill." Let us 
do this, let us live continually under the influence 
of our faith, and our zeal will then be approved 
and blessed of Heaven. But, 

2. We should manifest our zeal, bytloing all 
that lays in our power for the promotion of truth. 
We should remember that the gospel must be 
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maintained — meeting-houses must be built — the 
debts of a society must be paid — and " the la- 
borer is worthy of his hire." When, therefore, we 
are called upon to impart of our substance for the 
support of the gospel, we should give cheerfuUy, 
rememberiug that '^ the Lord loveth the cheerful 
giver." I know not why it is, but certain I am, 
that there is too much of a disposition among the 
friends of truth, to be parsimonious in their favors. 
Many, who are abundantly able, whose coffers are 
lined with silver, do not give so much for the up- 
building of Zion, as the widow who had but two 
mites ! Can they be sincere ? Can they realize 
the inestimable value of the doctrine they profess ? 
Can they have a proper regard for the honor of 
God, the well-being of man, and the happiness of 
generations yet unborn ? Can they wish to save 
their children from the desolating effects of those 
errors, which are now spreading blight and dismay 
over the fair creation of God ? If they did, would 
they not be more liberal in their advances, more 
generous in their exertions for the prosperity of 
truth ? We think so. We think they would love 
and esteem the gospel above every thing else. 
We think they would look upon it as one of 
Heaven's best gifts to man. We think that they 
would view it as one of the most precious legacies 
that can descend to posterity ; as one. of tl^e bright- 
est gems that ever sparkled in the coronet of Heav- 
en. We think, that if they rightly esteemed this 
invaluable treasure, they would never cease to 
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exert themselves for its promotion. In a word, 
that they would " be zealously affected always in 
this good thing, ^^ But, 

3. There is another way, in which we can 
manifest our zeal in the cause of truth ; and that 
is by being pimctual in our attendance upon the 
ministrations of the word. Universalists, above all 
others, should be a devotional people, should deUght 
in the exercises of the sanctuary. They view God 
as the boundless ocean of light, love, and peace ; 
as their Almighty Father and unchanging friend ; 
as a Being possessed of unrivalled excellence, in- 
finitely and eternally good, and whose service is 
perfect freedom. Surely, then, we cannot but de- 
light to worship him. We cannot but "enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise." 

I envy not XhaX man his feelings, who can derive 
no pleasiure from engaging in the devotions of 
God's house. I call not that man a Universalist, 
who willingly absents himself from the temple of 
worship. He who loves the truth, and is " zeal- 
ously aflfected " in its advancement, will cultivate 
a spirit of pure, living devotion. He will delight 
to " worship God in the beauty of holiness." He 
loves, and welcomes with rejoicing, the return of 
the Sabbath. For, 

" Oft as this hallowed day may come, 
He lifts his thoughts from earthly things, 
And bears them to his heavenly home, 
On living faith's immortal wings— 

7 
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'TUl the last gleam of life decay^ 
In one eternal Sabbath Day ! " 

Such a person will not be kept away from meet- 
ing by any trivial excuse. He has some regard 
for the feelings of his preacher. He is not troubled 
with the clouds, or the storms, or a Sunday sick- 
ness ! When that day returns, it finds him in his 
place, anxiously waiting for the words of eternal 
life. Such a man is a Universalist, and is " zeal- 
ously affected " in the cause he has espoused. 

I have the rich satisfaction of knowing that 
there are some before me of this character, some 
who delight to sit within the walls of salvation and 
the gates of praise — some who love the services 
of the sanctuary — and som^ who have listened 
to every message of peace which I have had the 
pleasure of proclaiming in this temple of our God. 
They are the persons who build up the cause of 
truth, and accelerate its onward march. They are 
the persons who strengthen the hands and en- 
courage the heart of a preacher. . 

" O, happy souls that pray 

Where God appoints to hear ! 

O, happy men that pay 

Their constant service there I 

They praise thee still ; and happy they ^ 

Who love the way to Zion's hill." 

Finally. The doctrine which we believe is a 
good thing. The cause in which we have enlist- 
ed is a good one. It is the cause of truth, of God, 
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and of humanity ; and it has the prayers of every 
Christian for its ultimate success. Let us, therefore, 
be "zealously affected always," in its defence. 
You have many reasons, as a Society, to thank 
God and take courage. Yoiu: exertions have been 
wonderfully blest of Heaven. No weapon formed 
s^ainst you has prospered, and every tongue which 
has arisen in judgment against you, has been con- 
demned. The commencement of another year 
finds you united, prosperous and happy. The 
gospel is to be preached to you in future on each 
returning Sabbath. And the Lord is appearing in 
his glory to build up Zion. 

Let us, then, one and all, commence the New 
Year with a renewed zeal and ardor in that cause 
which God dehghts to bless. Let us be unitedly 
engaged — live more devoted to the truth — rally 
around the same standard — and go forward, hand 
in hand, as a band of brothers. Then shall we be 
more abundantly blessed in the future — the work 
of the Lord will prosper in our hands — and the 
flame of light and glory, which has been kindled 
upon Zion's hill, will continue to burn on, until 
this moral atmosphere shall be purified, and every 
heart shall rejoice in the Ufe-giving energies of 
celestial love ! 

My brethren and friends, I leave these remarks 
for your consideration. Ponder them well. Treas- 
ure them up in your hearts; and may Gqd en- 
able you to remember them continually. And at 
last, when years with us shall cease their revolu- 
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tions, when the fluctuations, and changes, 
trials of life with us shall be over, may w< 
admitted to the splendors and joys of that w 
where, with beloved friends and a ransomed 
verse, we shall spend an eternity, in ex 
ing the works, admiring the providence, and • 
brating the praises of Him, to whom be { 
forever, — Amen. 
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Christ our Rock. 

" That Rock was Christ." — 1 Cor. x. 4. 

Whatever relates to the character of Christ — 
to his labors of love — to his interesting life, or his 
triumphant death, is looked upon with the deepest 
interest by every believer in his Gospel. The 
grand and lofty emblems — the rich types and 
shadows — and the glowing figures which the sa-* 
cred writers use to set forth the Son of God, are 
well calculated to fill every heart with admiration, 
and cause even the unbeliever to acknowledge 
their grandeur and power. The Redeemer of the 
world is called Jesus, because he shall save his 
people from their sins. He is called Christ, be- 
cause he was anointed by God, to redeem man- 
kind. He is called the light of the world, becausie 
he came to give light to them that sit in darkness 
and the shadow of death. He is called a shep- 
herd, because he came in search of his father's 
sheep, which had strayed from the fold ; and he 
is said to be the good shepherd, because he will 
never give up the search until every lost sheep is 
found — until every wanderer is brought back to 
Ae fold of truth — and until there is but ^^(me/old 
7* 
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and one shepherd.-^ He is called the lesunection 
and the life, because by him came the lesnnection 
firom the dead, and through him man is to receive 
the joys of a spiritual and immortal life; and 
so on. WhencTer the inspired penmen speak of 
Christ, they nse such a figure, or language, as is 
calculated to express the greatness of his power, 
the divinity of his character, the loftiness of his 
purposes, the purity of his life, and the boundless 
love displayed in his sufferings and death. 

In my text, Christ is compared to a rock. The 
Apostle is speaking of the children of Israel, in 
their journey firom Egypt to the land of Canaan — 
and says, '^ They did all eat the same spiritual 
meat, and did all drink the same spiritual drink ; 
for they drank of that spiritual rock that went 
with them — that rock was Christ." By turning 
to the 17th chapter of Exodus, we have the cir- 
cumstances to which the Apostle alludes. Moses 
and the children of Israel, in their journey firom 
the dominion of Pharaoh to the land of promise, 
found themselves in a wilderness destitute of 
water. The people beginning to murmur, Moses 
cried unto the Lord, saying, " What shall I do 
unto this people ? they be almost ready to stone 
me. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before 
the people, and tajce with thee of the elders of 
Israel ; and thy rod wherewith thou smotest the 
river take in thine hand, and go. Behold I will 
stand before thee, there upon the rock in Horeb j 
and thou shalt smite the rock, smd there shall 
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come water out of it that the people may drink. 
Aad Moses did so in the sight of the elders of 
Israel." It is this rock, from which Moses caused 
the water to issue, that the text declares to be 
Christ — i. e. this rock represents Christ. I now 
proceed to point out some particulars in which this 
resemblance holds good. 

1. That rock did not have an independent 
existence, but was created, and kept in being by 
another ; nor did it create the water which it con- 
tained ; but was only the channel or agent through 
which that water flowed to those who drank of it. 
So with Christ. He was emphatically the Son of 
God — created by him — dependent upon him — 
and as much indebted to his Fathejr in heaven, for 
direction and assistance, as any other human being. 
He acknowledged that his Father was greater 
than himself — that without him he could do 
nothing — and that to him alone he looked for 
that which would sustain him amid his trials, his 
sufferings, and his death. This being the fact, it 
cannot be, as many ^suppose, that Christ was God 
himself. Nor was he the author of those great 
truths which he comnmnicated to the world. He 
did not create them — but, like the rock, which 
was the dmblem of him, he was the agent by 
which those truths werie made known to the -chil- 
dren of men. Take, for instance, one or two of 
the most prominent truths which he taught. One 
Was that of the supreme and boundless love of 
God to the world. Now, he did not make this 
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truth. His coming into the world did not cause 
God's love to exist. It was just as pure, strong 
and deathless, before his advent, as it was then, is 
now, or ever will be. He simply came to reveal 
this truth to man — to acquaint him with God's 
infinite love — to assure him that his Father in 
heaven possessed an affection for all his children, 
which was as pure as the river of life, and as endur- 
ing as the pillars of eternity. He came to dispel 
that darkness in which the Deity had been 
shrouded — to unveil to men the glorious perfec- 
tions of his character, and malce them what they 
should be, by assimilating them to God, and mak- 
ing them holy as he is holy. In a word, Christ 
came not to make God love men j but to make 
them love him, by revealing his great love to 
them. Thus the Apostle says, "But God cow- 
mendeth his love," &c. Here you perceive it is 
stated th?it Christ is the medium through which 
God commends his love to the children of men. 
Take one truth — the doctrine of life and immor- 
tality. This glorious and sublime truth was made 
known by the Saviour. But then he did not 
create this truth. It was just as true ages before 
he visited our earth, as it has been since. The 
Apostle says that God, according to his own pur- 
pose and grace, gave us eternal life, before the 
world began ,• but that it is now made manifest 
by the appearing of Jesus Christ, who hath abol- 
ished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light." Here you see, that in acquainting man 
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with the doctrine of a future glorious existence, 
Christ simply brought to light a truth, which had 
long existed in the infinite counsels of Jehovah. 
He says he came to bear witness to the truth ; 
and the duty of a faithful witness is not to make 
truth, but to certify to that which is already true. 
This Christ did. By him, truths were made 
known, which satisfied man's desires for spiritual 
food, the same as the water, which flowed from 
the rock, quenched the thirst of the children of 
Israel. 

Again. The rock to which Christ is compared, 
contained that which was absolutely needed by 
the weary traveller to the land of promise. Here 
was a vast company of hiunan beings in a wilder- 
ness ; in compliance with the commands of God, 
they had left a country where there was bread 
and water in abundance, and were journeying to a 
strange land ; but now they found themselves in 
a vast desert — -scorched by. the piercing rays of 
the sun — parched by the burning sand — with 
no cooling waters, no refreshing streams of which 
their thirsty souls could drink and be satisfied. 
But that God who had placed them in this situa- 
tion, heard their cries, and sent them relief. The 
rock was opened — and from it gushed forth those 
living waters which were needed by the famish- 
ing throng. So with Christ; in him are those 
treasures of wisdom and love — those imperishable 
riches — those unfading hopes, which man needs 
^ which man longs for, and which will alone 



90 SERMON lY. 

satisfy him in his pilgrimage to the tomb. The 
great Creator has led man forth into a wilderness 
of sin, sorrow and trouble. He has subjected him 
to a state of imperfection and vanity. The clouds 
of darkness obscure his mental vision — the thun- 
ders of adversity and affliction play around him. 
If he looks at the past, he sees that change, decay 
and death have marked the history of man. If he 
contemplates the present, he sees himself fading, 
his kindred falling, and time flying like the weav- 
er's shuttle. If he surveys the future, he sees 
nothing before him but the rolling waves of a 
boundless eternity. And in this situation man 
needs something upon which to lean — he needs 
that food which will satisfy his longing soul, and 
that water which will quench his thirsty spirit. 
He needs an acquaintance with his Father and his 
God — he needs the hope of greater and more 
lasting good — he needs the assurance of immortal 
felicity for himself and his kindred race. Now, 
will God leave man with these desires unsatisfied ? 
will he leave him to famish and starve in this 
desert ? , No : he not only made us the subjects 
of sin and sorrow, but he has given us the thrill- 
ing hope of a deliverance " from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God." Christ is the rock. In him God has 
opened to the famishing sons of men a fountain of 
living waters -^ a source of unfailing consolation 
— and a hope which t^U live and sustain amid 
life's darkest perils. If any hunger, Christ will 
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feed them ; if any thirst, he will give them drink. 
He is " the way, the truth, and the life." He 
leads us in the green fields of bliss, and by the 
stiU waters of salvation. He is the bread of 
heaven, the water of life, and the everlasting sal- 
vation of a ransomed world ! 

Again. The rock which the text informs us 
represents Christ, contained an abundant supply of 
water. There was no lack, no failure, no giving 
out. A vast multitude drank of it, and there was 
still enough. There was no repining among the 
multitude, because the water did not flow freely, 
or as fast as was necessary to supply their wants. 
They all continued to drink, and the waters con- 
tinued to flow — imparting the same richness and 
joy that they did when the rock was first smitten. 
So it is with Christ. Of the provisions which he 
brings, there is a rich abundance ; of the water 
which he imparts, there is a full supply. He has 
bread enough and to spare. Worlds, countless 
worlds may feast upon it for ceaseless ages, and 
yet there will be the same overflowing fulness — 
the same unfailing plenty. As well might you 
attempt to extinguish the light of the noon-day 
sun, or dry up the boundless ocean, as to think 
that the riches and the glories of the gospel will 
ever be exhausted. It contains love enough to 
subdue all hatred — grace enough to destroy all 
sin — goodness enough to put an end to all evil — 
joy enough to dispel all sorrow — bread enough to 
feed all the hungry — and living water suflicient 
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to supply all the thirsty. Heie a table of the 
richest dainties is spread, axonnd which the mil- 
lions of our race may be seated, and still theie 
will be room. 

And do you say. Christian fiiends, that God has 
made this feast, and provided these rich provisioBS 
in vain? You admit that God had a wise and 
gracious design in ordering Moses to smite the 
rock. It was, that water might come out, and that 
the people might drink. His design in this respect 
was answered. He has sent his Son to open a 
fountain of living waters to the famishing children 
of men, that they may drink, and remove that 
thirst which sin and sorrow have caused. Now^ 
do you say that his design here will faU ? Do you 
say that Christ's labors for the salvation of man 
will not be as effectual as were those of Moses in 
the wilderness ? and that the bread and water, 
which Christ has to impart, will be wsisted ? We 
may, perhaps, obtain an answer to these questions, 
by noticing, again — 

The rock which the text tells us is Christ, im- 
parted water of which all, who were thirsty, drank 
and were satisfied. The Apostle informs us that 
" they all drank the same spiritual drink." You 
here see, at once, that the water which flowed from 
this rock was not for a select number, a few 
special favorites. Thete were no outcasts from 
its blessings ; there were none excluded from its 
healing and life-giving qualities. But all were 
meide welcome, and all of that vast multitude ap- 
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proached the rock, drank and were satisfied. So 
it must be with Christ. He is the rock. Prom 
him the streams of salvation flow ; in him is the 
well-spring of gladness, and the fountain of mercy ! 
He is the river of life — the light of man — the 
joy of the whole earth. He came to be the Sav- 
iour of the world — to wash our race from that 
moral pollution, in which they were bound — to 
redeem them from the thraldom of «in — to clothe 
them in the robes of righteousness, and to put a 
new song into their mouths, even praises, to the 
most High God. With him is the power to wipe 
away the tears of sorrow — 16 bind up the wound- 
ed heart — to soothe the drooping spirits — to plant 
flowers of immortal fragrance upon the bed of 
death — and to pour light and consolation upon a 
dying world. In Christ the hopes of men are cen- 
tered. Him hath God appointed to subdue the 
rebellious — to bring back the wandering — to 
restore the lost — and to redeem a world. Now, 
will he succeed in this mighty enterprize, or will 
he fail ? Will the issue prove that he died for 
nought, and spilt his precious blood in vain ? Will 
that light which was kindled upon Calvary be ex- 
tinguished, until a world is illuminated? Will 
those groans of agony which were there heard be 
unheeded ? Will that fervent petition which he 
offered upon the cross for his enemies be unan- 
swered ? Will his labors of love, of suffering, and 
his death of ignominy, all be a thankless offering, a 
worthless gift, an ineffectual sacrifice ? Shall his 
8 
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soul be forever pained with the inexpressible tor- 
ments of those for whom he bled and died ? Dkl 
he pour out his hfe, that the hungry might be fed, 
and the thirsty have drink ; and yet, will they be 
left to hunger and thirst forever in a land of despair ? 
No, God forbid. In Christ a rock has been opened, 
a fountain of grace, and streams of mercy caused 
to flow. And that rock will never be closed — 
that fountain will never be sealed — those streams 
win never be dried up until all are benefited — al] 
blessed. To doubt this, is unbelief, to deny it is 
absurd. It is plucking the wreaths ol triumph 
from the Saviour's brow — taking from him the 
laurels of his victory — robbing God of his glory. 
To doubt the success of Christ's mission, is doubt- 
ing the veracity of God, the predictions of prophets, 
the power of Jesus, and blighting the benevolent 
hopes of men and angels. 

The rock which Moses smote was an emblem of 
Christ ; and just as true as that rock imparted 
water to all who were thirsty; just so certain it is 
that Christ will confer salvation upon all who need 
it. All are sinners, and of course all need salva- 
tion; and this being the fact, Christ will most 
assuredly save all. This is evident, 1st, from 
the character of those who are engaged in this 
work. They are God and his Son. Where, I ask, 
did the mission of Christ first originate ? It was 
in the councils of Heaven's love.-^ God first devised 
it and raised up his Son for the purpose. And in 
doing this, he must have had some specified object 
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in view. That object was the salvation of all 
men. And God, " seeing as he does the end from 
the beginning," must have known just what was 
necessary on the port of his Son, in order for him to 
fulfil the purposes of his mission. And, knowing this, 
he must have endowed him with sufficient power 
and authority to perform his work, and placed be- 
yond the possibility of a failure the final triumphs 
of his mission. To deny this, is charging God 
with indifference to the success of his Son, and 
couverting his wisdom into folly, his power into 
weakness, and his mercy into cruelty. Here, then, 
is an assurance filled with joy. The attributes of 
Jehovah all stand pledged to aid in the final tri- 
umphs of the Redeemer. If we believe what he 
has said, we must believe that God ardently de- 
8u:es the success of Christ's mission. And to say 
that Christ will fail to save all for whom he died, 
is to say that God will be forever unsatisfied. 

Further; The character of Christ gives us the 
assurance of his final triumph over all opposition. 
His love is as unchanging as the throne of heav* 
en, and his benevolence as the empire of Jehovah. 
It may be relied upon, therefor^, with certainty, 
that Christ is deeply interested in the success of his 
mission, and ardently desires the salvation of all 
for whom he suffered and died. And it is said 
that he " shall see of the travail of his soul and be 
^adsfiedy Now, when this, time shall come, that 
Christ shall lay down the sceptre of his authority, 
and say that he is satisfied with the results of his 
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reign, then the glorious day will have arrived that 
shall behold man free from sin, a world redeemed, 
a universe made happy. This time will come, 
this era will arrive; to Christ it is given to do, 
and with him is " all power both in heaven and on 
earth." And he will never lay down the imple- 
ments of his warfare until every rebel is subdued, 
until every lost sheep is found, until every prodigal 
has returned home, and until "we all rejoice — no 
wanderer lost — a family in heaven." 

Once more. There is another particular, worthy 
of notice, and which will serve to confirm the 
truth of the remarks which have been made. It 
is this. The rock which the text inform us repre- 
sents Christ, afforded a full supply of water, so 
long as there was a thirsty soul left, or one who 
needed its life-giving qualities. It was not confin- 
ed within certain restrictions, or limited to certain 
periods. The people were not told that the rock 
would be open for them to* quench their thirst for 
so long a time, and that, if they did not drink 
within that time, they never should drink, but 
continue to thirst on forever ! No ,• that rock re- 
mained opened, those waters continued to flow, 
and to impart of their refreshing properties, so long 
as there was one left to need them, or a thirsty 
spirit was found in that desert land. So it is with 
Christ. He is the Rock. In him a fountain is 
opened, which can never be closed, so long as one 
sinner remains uncleansed, or one soul is thirsting 
for life and^ salvation. This grace which he reveals 
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isnot partial, feeble and limited ; but broad as the 
heavens — as extensive as the race of man — and 
as enduring as that God from whom it flows. 

There is ah absurd idea entertained by many 
that the blessings which Christ confers, and the 
&vots which he bestows, are limited to man's 
existence upon the earth ; that if these blessings 
are not secured here, they can never be enjoy?- 
«d hereafter. But, why this opinion? Is God 
changeable -^ his grace limited — his goodness con- 
fined — his love partial ? Does he bless to-daty, and 
curse to-morrow ? Does he love at one time, and 
hate at another? Is he merciful iu time, and 
crtiel in eternity ? Does he |Hrovide for us so kind- 
ly now, and, in a few more days or years, forsake 
us forever ? I cannot thus believe. I dare not set 
limits to my Maker's love — to circumscribe his 
goodness, and say to his boundless grace, " Thus 
fer^halt thou go, and no farther, and here shall thy 
proud waves be stayed." He knows no perfection 
bounded by the narrow precincts of time. His 
existence runs parallel with . eternity. He cannot 
change. His mercy fails not, but is over all his 
works ; his goodness is unconfined, his love eter- 
nal. You cannot limit his grace. It is high as 
heaven, deep as hell, vast as the universe. It will 
live while one rebel is to be found ; it will continue 
to operate until the last sinner is humbled and 
made happy. It knows no exceptions ; it shows 
no partiality ; it bows to no human power ; its 
omnipotent energies caused the proud Saul of 

8* 
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Tarsus to bow in humble submission to the Prince 
of Peace, and by the same influence it will bring 
every wanderer to acknowledge its life-giving 
power. "Where sin abounds, grace shall much 
more abound." " Though our sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow, and though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Carry 
man, if you will, into another world an imhappy 
being ; the grace of God will be there to prepare 
him for happiness and bliss. God will be the same 
Being • there that he is here. " " Neither life nor 
death can separate us from his love." Through- 
out all worlds and times, he is the same, forever 
upholding, preserving, and blessing the creatures 
he has made. I close with the words of the 
poet, which so beautifully express the sentiment 
$et forth in these remarks. 



" Why does your face, ye humble souls, 

These mournful colors wear % 
What doubts are these mat waste your faith, 

And nourish your despair 1 



What though your mighty guilt beyond 

The wide creation ^, 
And hath its strong foundations laid, 

Deep as the shades below 1 

. * - <f •■ V. * ^^ 

. . r ' - 

^ee here an endless ocean flows 

Of never-failing grace ; 
Behold a dying Saviour's veii^ 

Tl^e sacred flood increase. 
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It rises high, and drowns the hills, 
Has neither shore nor bound ; 

Now if we search to find our sins. 
Oar sins can ne'er be found ! 

Awake, our hearts, adore the grace 

That buries all our faults, 
And pardoning blood, that swells above 

Our follies and our thoughts. 



Amen. 



SERMON V. 
The Faith which warketh by Love. 

" For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avaUeth an3rth 
nor uncircumcision ; but fiiith, which worketh by love." — Gral. 

It is well known to those who are acquain 
with the /Writings of the Old Testament, and w 
the history of the Jews, that the religion of t 
people imposed upon its professors "burd 
grievous to be borne." Its rites and ceremor 
were numerous — its modes and forms were j 
some and unpleasant — and the routine of dui 
which it demanded was hard to be perform 
Under the Jewish dispensation, the externals 
religion were held in high estimation. In 
language of the Apostle, the religibn of the Je 
imposed a yoke which neither they nor their 
thers were able to bear. It was a ceremonial rel 
ion — a religion which principally consisted 
the observance of certain rites, and obedience 
certain laws, which were hot easily understo 
Its injunctions and ordinances were many i 
difficult to be complied with. It had more reg 
for outward forms and ceremonies, than for t 
internal devotion and pure spirit of piety wh 
flows from a heart filled with benevolence i 
love. The inadequacy of this system was se 



SERMON y. 101 

i 

Rs powerless efforts to chasten the feelings, to ele- 
vate the affections, and to purify the heart, were 
manifest. And hence the gospel, or tha;t kingdom 
of which Christ is the head^ was introduced for 
the purpose of effecting a happier state of things. 
It was designed to do away the old system of rites 
and ceremonies -^ to abolish the Jewish partiality, 
and to establish a better dispensation^ founded upon 
better promises. And in this respect it eminently 
succeeded. The requisitions of the gospel are 
far different from those of the dispensation which 
preceded it ; coming not in outward show — "not 
in word, but in power." Its work is with the 
soul — its effects are upon the mind. Its lofty 
principles, its sublime precepts, its divine require- 
ments, its transcendent hopes, axe all designed to 
operate upon the affections and the heart — to 
mould the mind into the image of its Maker, and 
to assimilate tnan to the. moral purity of his God! 
This is the grand objec); of the gospel — the great 
end which Christ designs to effect by the- estab- 
lishment of his kingdom on the earth. But still, 
this design did not seem at first to be well under- 
stood — if so, it was not properly heeded. And 
perhaps the reason of this is obvious. The early 
Christians, in becoming converts to the gospel, 
brought with them many of the notions which 
they had imbibed, while professors of a widely 
different system of faith. The gospel was first 
preached to Jews. Its converts were Jews. And 
such had been their attachment and devotion to the 
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forms and ritual of Judaism, that, in their conver- 
sion to the new faith, they still adhered to those 
cumbrous rites which they had before observed, 
and which the simple and benign religion of 
Jesus Christ expressly forbids. 

It was to such believers that the words of my 
text were addressed. The Apostle had been 
speaking to his Galatian brethren of the servitude 
caused by the rites of the Mosaic law, and the 
freedom from that bondage, which was imparted 
by the gospel of Christ. He then says, — " Stand 
fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made you free, and be not entangled again by 
the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto 
you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit 
you nothing. For I testify again to every man 
that is circmncised, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law. Christ is become of no eflfect unto 
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law : 
ye are fallen from grace. For we, through the 
spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 
For in Jesus Christ neither circmncision availeth 
anything J nor uncircwmcision ; but faith, which 
worketh by love.^^ 

We learn from these words what is, and what 
is not, required by the gospel of the Redeemer. 
"In Jesus Christ neither circumcision norimcir- 
cumcision availeth anything." The simple mean- 
ing of this declaration is, that the rites and cere- 
monies which were deemed essential in other reli- 
gions, were of no avail in effecting the great de^ 
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Bigns of the gospel. It was no part of oui 
Saviour^s mission to impose grievons burdens up- 
on men — to demand of them a strict observance 
of a certain round of ceremonies — or to make 
them hypocrites,^ by making a man's zeal in ob- 
serving the externals of religion, a criterion by 
which to judge of the purity of his heart. No ; 
His was a loftier and holier aim. The work 
which he had to do respected the liiind. It wag 
an internal operation, and something wholly dis- 
connected with outward observances. He aimed 
to airouse the aflfections, to chasten the feelings, 
and purify the soul. The treasures which he de- 
aired men to possess, were clean hands and a pure 
heart. To the weary he gave rest ; to the sorrow- 
ful, joy ; to the mourner, comfort ; and to th6 
heavy in heart, a light burden and an easy yoke. 
CJirist says his gospel " came not with observation ; 
neither shall ye say, lo ! here, or lo ! there ; for be- 
hold the kingdom of God is within you." It came 
not in the pomp and pageantry of earthly splendor, 
to conquer armies and subdue kingdoms — or to 
excite the gaze of a heedless multitude. It did 
not demand tithes of mint, annis and cummin, 
prayers at the corners of the streets, and the noise 
and bustle of outward forms ; but its power was 
upon the mind. It came in the " still small voice '' 
of Omnipotence, silently, yet effectually exerting 
its divine inftuence upon the heart. It declared 
that God would have mercy and not sacrifice, and 
that the only offering acceptable to him is a heart 
filled with gratitude and love. 



g. 
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Here is seen the superiority of the gospel over 
every other system of religion, ever devised or be- 
lieved by man. Look at the theology of that age 
in which Christianity was introduced. What was 
it, but a mass of formularies ? making clean the 
outside of the cup and the platter, and leaving the 
heart the seat of extortion and iniquity. You can 
hardly find an instance, where there is more pro- 
fession and less genuine piety than existed among 
the Jews in the time of Christ. They prayed long 
and loud, fasted often, gave alms at the comers 
of the streets, while at the same time the Saviour 
declared them to be hypocrites, and destitute of all 
real piety. And the reason of this is obvious. 
Their religion did not alSfect the heart ; it had more 
to do with the external forms of piety, and less 
with the purity of the mind. It failed entirely to 
uproot the weeds office, to remove the poison 
of sin, and implant in man's bosom the principles 
of goodness and truth. And so with every other 
system of a like character. The same is true of 
Paganism, in all its forms. The rites and duties 
which it demands of its votaries, are of a character 
sufficiently horrid to fill even the stoic with aston- 
ishment and dread. When millions of human 
sacrifices have been offered — when rivers of hu- 
man blood have been shed — when the dearest 
ties of kindred and friends have been sundered, and 
oceans of tears have flowed, — even then the Pagan's 
God is not satisfied; his demands are the same. 
Throughout the heathen world you will find the 
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grossest immorality, ssmctioned, and crime consider- 
ed a virtue, so long as the rites of superstition were 
scrupulously observed. And this superstitious re- 
gard for outward forms is by no means banished 
fiom the Christian world. It exists among those 
who profess a perfect regard for the doctrine of the 
text. We are assured that with Christ all rites 
and ceremonies anail nothing. The only offering 
acceptable to him is a grateful heart ; and the only 
criterion by which he tests our friendship for him, 
and our devotion to God, is by our possessing a 
faith which works by love and purifies the heart. 
Now, look around you, , my friends, or survey the 
history of the Church, and how is it ? Have Chris- 
tians followed^ the example of their Master ? Have 
they been willing to extend their fellowship to all 
who have professed faith in the Redeemer, and 
love for his service ? No ! far from it. Here you 
will see one sect fighting about the ordinance pf 
Baptism. One says that sprinkling in infancy is 
essential, and alL that is Tequired. Another says 
that immersion is the proper mode, and that none 
are the genuine disciples of Christ, but those who 
are baptized in this way. And they even go so far 
as to admit none to their communion^ but those 
who observe this ceremony. 

Suppose^ Christian friends, Jesus Christ was now 
upon the earth, and that he should lay down the 
same rules, and preach the same doctrine, that he 
did when he first visited our world, at how many 
of the tables where his death is celebrated, do you 

9 
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suppose he would receive ^ hearty welcome ? Db 
yea sappose he wotdd thmk himself aisoDg peo- 
I^ professiiig to be his disciides? Do yon diink 
his geDerons soul, his nfidyag beaetrol^ice woidd 
sqypiove of tiiat sectarian selfishness — ihat exclu- 
sive bigotry^ and thait partial love which so many 
Ohristians manifest ? No ; his sonl would bleed 
within him, and he would moom over these 
plagncHspots in his moral vineyard. Yon do not 
see Christians extending the hand of fellowdbip, 
and giving the hearty welcome to aH who believe 
in Christ as the Saviour of the world, and whose 
feith yields the fruits of good living. They cannot 
imitate their Master so much as to do this. To 
become members of their churches you must sub- 
scribe a long creed — give your assent to certain 
dogmas, which nobody ever did or ever*can prove 
or understand — and to be in their estimation re- 
ligious, you must wear a sanctimonious counte- 
nance-— pray long and loud — and carefully ob- 
serve a certain round of ceremonies, which will 
neither benefit men, advance religion, nor honor 
the Saviour. How different this from the mild, 
the peaceable, the soothing voice of Christianity ! 
How different is the benevolent gospel of the Re- 
deemer! Here all these things avail nothing. 
Here you find nothing baptized in the holy name 
of religion, which does not tend to raise man in th& 
scale of creation, and clothe him in the moral like- 
ness of his Creator. Here a system is presented, 
which, for superiority of influence, for divinity of 
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principle^ and for purity of precept, will forever 
stand unrivalled in the annals of the world. . This 
leads me to notice what the te^t assures U3 th/e 
gospel requires. 

'^ In Jesus Christ neither circumcision nor un<» 
circumcision availeth any thing ; but faithy which 
worketh by love.^^ Here is the grand reqiiirement 
of the gospel, the great criterion by which Christ 
tests the sincerity of his followers. A faith 
which worketh by love. It would seem from this,^ 
that there is a faith which does not work by love, 
o; which, perhaps, does not work at all. A faith 
like either of these is not worth fpossessing. It 
must be a living faithy a faith which works, and 
which works by love ; this alone will avail with 
the Redeemer. Here you perceive at once the, 
goodness and purity of the gospel faith. Its be^ 
uevolence is manifest from the fact that it works 
bjr, or in accordance with love. It produces na 
fruit opposed to that divine principle which is the 
nature of God. It exerts the most benign and 
healthful influence upon the minds of men. It 
enables them to be resigned in afliiction, happy in 
life, and triumphant in death. It contains nothing 
opposed to the happiness of man ,* nothing repug- 
nant to the kind feelings of the human heart; 
nothing inconsistent, with the unbounded benevo- 
lence of Jehovah. This will be fully evident, if 
ve consider what is embraced in the faith of the 
gpspel. 
The first truth recognized by the gospel £uth, is 
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that of the existence of God, and of the perfections 
his character. We learn from the Apostle, that 
the early Christians embraced this great truth, as 
the fundamental principle of their faith. Ona God, 
"who is the Father of all, above all, through 
all, and in all." They believed in an independent, 
omnipotent and self-existent Being, who was the 
original and primary cause of all things; with 
whom all worlds and beings originated, and by 
whom all created intelligences are upheld and pre- 
.served. Him they looked upon as that almighty 
Being who pervades immensity, whose presence 
fills the universe, who guides the planets in their 
majestic courses, and whose outstretched arm up- 
holds the countless millions that fill the vast ex- 
panse of the universe. His power is omnipotent, 
his wisdom is infinite, his goodness is boundless, 
and his love is unchanging and eternal. In this 
Being the Apostle beheld the Father of all created 
intelligences. " Ow Father^ which art in heaveuy^ 
is the language of revelation, and " our Father " is 
the silent but emphatic language of nature. From 
all created things thore arises a voice that tells of 
infinite wisdom, power and love. And another 
voice within the mind, the " still small voice " of 
reason, whispers that as God is now, so will he be 
through eternity ; as he is here, so will he be 
wherever his creative power is manifested ; and that 
love will never cease its operations until sin and 
3orrow shall become extinct. This is, indeed, a 
sweet and ennobling thought. Of all systems of 
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faitfi, this alone can take from death its sting, and 
from the grave its victory. This^ alone, when the 
withering blast of sorrow has passed over the 
earthly bloom and beauty of existence, can lead 
the afflicted one through the green pastures, and 
beside^ the still waters of salvation. 

It is this faith, a faith in God, as our Father and 
unfailing friend, that works by love and purifies 
the heart. By teaching his boundless favor, by 
setting forth that deathless affection which thrills in 
his bosom, it leads us to ^^ love him, because he first 
loved us." The cheering views of Deity which 
are embraced in the faith of the gospel, are calcu- 
lated to inspire us with the most unshaken con- 
fidence in his protection. It assures us that he 
is the boundless ocean of light, love, and peace ; 
that he is an Almighty Father -^- an immutable and 
immortal friend — that he can never leave nor for- 
sake us ; but will enable our little bark to outride 
every storm, guide it safely over life's tempestuous 
sea, and pilot it to the haven of endless rest. 

Again: Another great truth, embraced in the 
faith of the gospel, was that of the character and 
mission of Christ. It hails him as the beloved 
Son of God ; as the brightness of the Father's 
glory, ^nd the express image of his moral perfec- 
tions ; as a perfect example for us to follow, and 
the richest gift of Jehovah's love: It sets forth 
CSirist as the Redeemer of men, and the Saviour of 
the world ; a complete and universal Saviour, who 
tasted death for every man --• who gave himself a 

9* 
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ransom foi^ all men — and who will finally, by that 
power given to him from on high, bring back a 
worid of lapsed intelligencies to rest forever in 
the fond embrace of everlasting love. He came to 
hush the sigh of despair — • to dry up the mourners' 
tears — to dispel the clouds of sorrow — to call 
back the wandering spirit — to banish all evil from 
the imiverse, and to raise every child of mortaUty 
to the purity and bliss of heaven. And this he 
will do — not by saving men in their sins, but by 
redeeming them from the palsying influence of 
sin — clothing them in the robes of righteousness, 
and putting a new song into their mouths, even 
praises to the most high God. 

Such are the ennobling views of the Redeemer 
embraced in the faith of the gospel. And in this 
respect it works by love and purifieSr It sets Christ 
before us in the most amiable and endearing light. 
With the faith of the gospel, we should behold 
in the Redeemer, the perfection of moral excel- 
lence, and the brightest example which God has 
ever given us to follow. We should hail him as 
the universal and eiSScient Saviour of men. We 
should adore him as the victorious conqueror of sin, 
death, and hell. We should believe that his blood 
will wash away every stain, that his grace will 
cause every rebel to bow — that his love will 
humble and subdue every heart -^ and that his 
power will continue to be exerted until the last 
wanderer shall be brought home — imtil the bright 
courts of heaven shall resound with the praises of 
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a ransomed world, and the countless millions of 
our race are the partakers of fadeless beatitude 
amid the paradise of God. Now, Av^ill not a faith 
which cherishes such views of the Redeemer as 
these, work by love? Will it not exert a purify- 
ing influence upon the heart ? Will it not lead us 
to love him and keep his commandments ? 

Again : Another prominent feature in the fruit 
of the gospel, is that of the resurrection of all 
men from the dead. It is this feature of the 
Christian faith that renders it peculiarly grand and 
gloriousi To the thrilling question. If a man die 
shall he live again ? it returns a full and decisive 
answer. It assures us thg.t the gates of the grave 
shall be unbarred; that the icy fetters of death 
shall be sundered ; that the dreamless slumbers of 
the tomb shall be broken, and that man shall rise 
from his native dust, to a purer and holier exist- 
ence. There was no point in the Apostle's faith 
for which he contended with more earnestiiess, or 
which gave him more joy, than that which he 
expresses in these words : " We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all he changed; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed." This was the glori- 
ous — the sublime — the joy-inspiring faith of the 
Apostle. It encircled a world of wandering prodi- 
gals in ita warm embrace, and presented it faultless 
at the €&^he'^Df Qod, It enables every child of 
AddlDaU'>^rRd^ hdl^m^ subject to vanity, to 

lee of a final deliverance from 
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the bondage of corraption, into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. It removes the fear of 
man's :final departure from the scenes of time — it 
destroys the sting of death, and chants the song of 
immortal victory over the darkness of the grave. 
It gives wings to the captive spirit — - and bids it 
roam amid the green fields of tmfading bliss. It 
gives us the express assurance^ that all who have 
become mortal in Adam, and who* have reclined 
upon the pillow of death, shall arise firom the 
tomb in the moral image of Christ, and feast 
forever upon the, riches of his lov^, amid the 
cloudless splendors of immortal day. 

Such, then, are the great truths embraced in the 
faith of the gospel; that there is one God who is 
the father of all — possessed of all possible perfec- 
tion — infinite in wisdom, omnipotent iri power, 
and changeless in love ; that he sent his Son to 
vanquish sin — destroy the devil, and redeem a 
world ,* and that all shall be raised from the dead 
to an existence in immortal purity auid bliss. 
These great truths we must believe, to possess the 
faith of the gospel. Brethren, is this faith ours. 
If so, do we know it ? Does it make us better ? 
Does it benefit society ? Are its fruits pure and 
holy ? There is a rule by which we can decide 
correctly in reference to this matter. If we have 
the right faith, the faith of the gospel, it will wm-k 
by lave. It will be a living', abiding , operative 
principle. It will not be a profitless, indifferent, 
and barren one ,* but a plant which yields an 
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abundance of fruit, whose life-giving qualities 
shall be for " the healing of the nations." You 
will observe the expression in the text. It informs 
us that a true and Uvmg faith works by love. It is 
not idle or inactive — but vigilant, faithful, and con- 
tinually in operation — exerting its sanctifying in- 
fluence upon the affections, and warming the heart. 
A man who cherishes the faith of the gospel, who 
has seen its beauties, inhaled its spirit, and felt its 
power, will work — -he must work. It will make 
him ardent and energetic. It will inspire him 
with a zeal which will never abate, and an ardor 
of devotion to the truth, which no discouragements 
can cool. He will feel the^ worth of his faith — 
the joys it imparts — the blessings it confers — the 
hopes it inspires — the glorious prospects which it 
unfolds ; and he will feel continually the impor- 
tance of striving for its promotion. He will real- 
ize the reponsibilities that rest upon him ; and in 
every moral enterprize which will tend to advance 
the gospel of the Redeemer, his whole soul will 
be enlisted. He is found the warm and devoted 
fiiend of Sabbath Schools; because these he 
believes are eminently calculated to train up his 
children in the way they should go, and form 
them for virtue and for God. You will see Mm 
in the worshipping assembly, at the table of his 
Master, and in all places where his presence and 
aid are needed for the upbuilding of Zion. And 
what is more, the main-spring of all his actions, 
the great motive by which he is governed, is the 
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good of society and the world. His faith works 
by love. That is the word — Love ! a little, but 
expressive word. It contains a world of meaning. 
It is greater than faith or hope. It is the essence 
of religion ; the nature of God ; the theme of an- 
gels ; and the power which is destined to move the 
world ! Love is the sister of the Christian faith. 
The tree is known by its fruits; and the triie 
gospel is known by its effects. It always works 
by love. You can easily test the purity of a man's 
faith, by the depth of his love — the strength of 
his affection, and his living piety. If you see 
one making high professions, and yet destitute of 
love for liis fellows — slandering his neighbors, 
and persecuting those who differ from him in sen- 
timent — depend upon it his faith is false, and his 
religion vain ! 

A faith without love is like a body without a 
soul — it is dead. You might as well look for 
animation in the breathless corpse, as for life and 
prosperity among a body of Christians, where love 
is not the ruling principle. Let us, then, ever re- 
member this — and so conduct, that we shall prove 
ourselves in possession of a faith which works by 
love, and purifies the heart. *— Amen. 
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F^liffhi of Time. 
" We sfpend our years as a tale Uxat is told." — Ps. zc. 9« 

This Psalm contains a prayer of Moses to the 
great Sovereign of the Universe. He commences 
by an acknowledgment of God's goodness and im- 
mutability — and then proceeds to say — "Thou 
tumest man to destruction ; and sayest, Return ye 
children of men. For a thousand years in thy 
sight, are but as yesterday when it is past, and as 
a watch in the night. Thou carriest them away 
as w^ith a flood ; they are as a sleep ; in the morn- 
ing they are like grass which groweth up. In the 
morning it flourisheth and groweth up ; in the 
evening it is cut down and withereth. We spend 
our years as a tale that is told,^^ I have selected 
these words for my text at this time, because I 
believe them appropriate to the present occasion ; 
and because I think they will suggest some in- 
teresting and profitable topics for our considera- 
tion. Another year has just past, like a tale 
that] is told. Its requiem has just been chanted. 
There is no power which can restore it to life 

• Preached at Lamprey Rivef, New Year's Sabbath, 1836. ' 
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— no voice which can recallits scenes. Wrapt, 
in silence, it lies buried in the grave of past 
eternity. The present is a joyous season, bring- 
ing with it a pleasing melancholy. The fii^ 
ture, who can know ? Death may soon shadow, 
with his ebon wings, the light that now beams 
from the glad eye ; his dry cold hands may ex- 
tinguish the lamp of life ; and the heart which 
now beats with rapture may soon be hushed in 
silence ! What a train of interesting reflections 
does this solenm hour bring with it ? What feel- 
ings and recollections rush in upon our minds, as 
we survey the past, and contemplate the future ? 
We have been permitted to hail the dawn of a new 
period in the history of time. The morning of a 
new year has dawned upon us ; and we sure still 
numbered among thp moving throng that dwell 
upon this footstool of the Eternal, and still feasting 
upon the bounties of him whose watchful eye 
never slumbers nor sleeps. Let us pause and. re- 
flect. What changes mark the history of the past ! 
Time like a swift-winged arrow, in its trackless 
course, has brought us to what we now-are. But 
a few days since, and we were infants — children 

— youth. Then we loved to linger around the 
paternal home, and indulge the pleasing hopes of 
childhood, hopes, which, alas ! have never been 
realized ; and which, like the clustering dew-drops, 
that salute the rising majesty of day, have perish- 
ed in the ardor of that love which gave them their 
sparkling brilliancy ! It is true. 
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** This world is all a fleeting show, 
For man's illusion given j 
The smiles of joy, the tears of woe, 
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow : 
There's nothing true but heaven ! " 

Who does not love, at such a season as this, to 
look back and reflect upon the pleasing scenes and 
sunny days of childhood, when all was life, light 
and joy • — when^ the bright star of hope lit up our 
pathway — and our glowing imaginations pointed 
out to us in the distant prospect of mature years, 
golden hours of bliss,, which were already ours by 
anticipation ? Then no anxious care disturbed our 
peaceful bosoms — no rays of sorrow flitted across 
those halcyon moments — no stain of sin was 
there ; but we could revel in innocent enjoyment, 
and quaflf the nectar of pleasure and delight borne 
to us on every gale. These scenes are gone, arid 
gone forever ! Time has rolled on its rapid course. 
Year after year has obeyed the signal, and sunk 
into the fathomless ocean of eternity. The same 
sun has shone above us — the same bright and 
burning orbs have wheeled their appointed circuits 
— the same moon has walked in brightness through 
the firmament, and cheered the shades of night. 
The heavens still "declare the glory of God," and 
we still live, surrounded by the evidences of Jeho- 
vah's love, and upheld and preserved by that Being 
who is " good unto all, and whose tender mercies 
are over all his works." 

I have said that we still exist, amid the beauties 
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and blessings of creation j we are still pennitted 
" to drink the pleasures of a golden day, and tri- 
umph in existence." We aie yet enabled to hail, 
with rejoicing, the return of a New Year's birth : 
but where are some of those who were with lis 
when " life's opening buds were sweet " — who sus- 
tained us in our tender moments — ^^ ere sin could 
blight, or sorrow fade." Where now is the mother, 
who kept her constant vigils around our pillow ; in 
whose arms we dreamed of golden stores of happi- 
ness, laid up for future life ; and who loved us 
even unto death ! Where now is the father, who 
cherished and protected us ; whose arms were ever 
ready to embrace us, and who pointed us to' the 
path of rectitude and virtue ? Where are some of 
those who started with us in the career of exist- 
ence, the gayest of the gay, and the happiest of 
the happy ? Go to yonder grave-yard, and a voice- 
less answer will be returned ; they slumber with 
the silent dead. They are gone — their work on 
earth is over — and their voices are forev'er hushed 
in the silence of death. But, there are some, whom 
we were permitted to greet at the commencement 
of the year which has just drawn to a close, whose 
faces we do not nqw behold ; and where are they? 
I look around me, and, mingling with the circle of 
my acquaintance, I behold those I love and esteem, 
clothed in the habiliments of mourning. I find 
that one here, and another there, have gone — but 
where ? Where is he who commenced with us 
the last year, with prospects as fair for a happy 
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life, as did any of us ? he who was boimd to us 
by ten thousand ties— whom we loved to greet 
as a friend and brother — with whom we had taken 
sweet counsel, and walked to the house of God in 
eompany ? Alas ! his seat is vacant. 

" His labors and his toils are o'er, 
And he has reached the heavenly shore, 
Where floods of light eternal Ml, 
And barst upon his famished soiil.'f 

Many of our dearest friends, who hailed with re- 
joicing the dawn of the year, have not lived to see 
its close. 'They have departed, and the murmuring 
breeze of heaven now sighs o'er the moss-covered 
hillock, beneath which they repose in silence, A 
few still remain, to remind us that we too must 
die ; and that time .is still beckoning us onward to 
our final home. When a few more changes shaU 
have marked ns, we shall, be welcomecl amid the 
waves of d^ath. Nothing can save us from the 
hand of the destroying angel. His empire is uni- 
versal. He wields his sceptre avier all climes ; and 
nations aiid nobles, princes and monarchs, bow to 
the dust« Statesmen, whose fame has been wafted 
to the four quarters of the wide world ; orators, that 
have united the language of earth and heaven; 
conquerors, decked with proud laurels plucked from 
the fields of war ; and.tyrants, whose " tender mer- 
cies were cruelties," are at rest. Their lips are 
cold ; their tongues are motionless ,* their laurels 
are withered; their arms are nerveless in the do- 
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mains of death. Generation after generation have 
appeared for ^ little time, and then ceased forever 
from the changeful drama of hmnan lif^. How 
true it is that '^ we spend our years as a tale that 
is toW^ Our lives are " even as a vapor, that 
appeaxeth for. a little time, and then vanisbeth 
away." 

I have said that this is a proper season for prof- 
itable reflections, when we are called to review 
the past, and contemplate the future. It is so. 
And our reflections at such a time^ the retrospec- 
tive view which we are called to take of by-gone 
days, cannot but excite in us the purest emotions 
of gratitude to that Being, who is the author and 
giver of all things. If we call to mind the innu- 
merable tokens of God's goodness towards us, and 
his preserving care over us, we shall be led to ex- 
claim, with the Psalmist, " What shall I render 
imto the Lord for all his benefits toward me ? I 
will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord. I will offer unto him the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving. I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord how in the presence of all his people." 
He knew that God had dealt bountifully with him 
— that he alone had "delivered his soul from 
death, his eyes from tears, and his feet from fall- 
ing " — and a recollection of this fact, kindled in 
his bosom the purest emotions of gratitude, and 
prompted him to offer a tribute of thanksgiving to 
the Lord in the presence of all the people. So we 
who are here assembled this morning, and who 
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have been pennitted to greet the birth of a New 
Year, can say with much propriety, that " the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully" with us. And we 
have every reason to enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. If 
we look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find abundant reasons for feeling grateful to that 
Being, by whose kindness and mercy we have been 
upheld and preserved. The brittle thread of our 
existence has been lengthened out to the present 
moment. We are yet in the land of the living. 
Others y and among them the brightest and best 
of the sons of earth — including our nearest and 
dearest friends^ have found the end of life's jour- 
ney. The ties of earthly nature with them have 
been forever sundered — their presence no longer 
cheers the social fireside -— their voices are no 
longer heard in the domestic circle. The destroyer 
has breathed upon them, and they are at peace. 
They have spent their years as a tale that is told. 
But we have been spared as the monuments of un- 
changing goodness. Health and happiness have 
smiled around us. Peace and prosperity have at- 
tended our jomney. We have had friends to 
cheer us, and in whose happy society the year has 
passed swiftly away, like the tale that is told. In 
ail the circumstances in which we have been 
placed ; in all the scenes through which we have 
been called to pass, the same watchful providence 
has still been over us. In the stormy hour of afflic- 
tion, when the chastening hand of our Father in 
10* 
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heaven has been laid heavily upon us ; when the 
tide of sorrow has set hard against us ; then have 
we been comforted and supported by the cheering 
hopes of the gospel, and the precious promises of 
. redeeming grace. We have found, that though 
sorrow endureth for a night, yet joy cometh in the 
morning. And we are still existing, surrounded 
with the same blessings which we have hitherto 
enjoyed. Shall we not, then, feel the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude glowing in our bosoms to 
that Being, who has watched over aad protected 
us ; and who has crowned the year with his good- 
ness? Will not the incense of thanksgiving 
ascend from the altar of our hearts, to Him who 
has saved us from the many evils and dangers 
with which we have been surrounded, and who 
holds in his hands our future destinies j for time 
and for eternity ? What evidences has he given 
us of his love ! What tokens heis he presented us 
of his goodness ! What manifestations has he 
afforded us of his parental care and affection ! He 
has preserved us from the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness, and wasteth at noonday. He has 
saved our dwellings from the devouring flames, 
and our lives from the grave. He has enabled us 
to sit under our own vine and fig-tree, unmolested. 
He has caused our lives to fall in pleasant places, 
and has given us, indeed, a goodly heritage. Let 
us, then, be thankful unto him and bless his name ; 
'< for he is good, his mercy is everlasting, and his 
truth endureth to all generations." 
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But, again. Our reflections, at such a season as 
the present,^ should lead us to form new and holy 
resolutioils. We have lived to see the close of 
another year ; and have we done oiur duty while it 
has been passing ? Have we spent it in a manner 
worthy the powers and faculties which God has 
conferred upon us ? Have we been faithful in the 
discharge of our duties to God, and to each other ? 
Have we done as much as we ought to promote our 
own intellectual advancement, and the well-being 
of those with whom we have been connected in 
life ? Has our zeal in the cause we have espoused 
been cpmmensurate with its goodness, and its su- 
periority over every other? If we can answer 
these questions in the aflirmative, we are then that 
happy^ people whose God is the Lord. But, if we 
cannot, if we have to regret that we have not been 
faithful to the past, now is the time for us to form 
the resolution that the future shall not be spent in 
vain. Let us, then, resolve that we will endeavor 
to spend this year in such a manner, that when it 
is past, we can lopk back upon it with satisfaction. 
Time is a precious legacy, in which we are to cul- 
tivate that immortal principle, which is destined to 
progress in knowledge and virtue through the 
boundless ages of eternity. It is given to us not 
to squander away, not to spend in vain and fool- 
ish amusements ; but that we may improve our 
mind^— promote our happiness — and the happi- 
ness and well-being of others, and thus prepare 
ourselves for that higher and holier state of exist- 
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ence, to which we are all fast hastening. LSe's 
journey is short. Time is ever on its wing. " We 
spend our years as a tale that is told." Whatever 
our hands find to do, we should do with all our 
might. The present is ours, the future is with 
God. Now, then, is the time for us to form the 
determination, that the remainder of our existence 
shall he spent in the faithful performance of those 
duties for which we were created. ' That life is 
long which answers life's great end." If we re- 
member this — if we keep this truth in mind, we 
shall endeavor so to live, that in the hour of death 
we can look back upon well-spent lives, and be- 
queath to our surviving friends the precious me- 
mento of a good name. 

It is of special importance that those who are in 
the morning of existence should be awake to this 
subject ; that the commencement p{ every year 
should beget in them new and holier resolutions, 
and its close find them wiser, better, and happier. 
There is no period so proper for the formation of 
virtuous characters, as when life's young current 
flows freely in our veins.. 

'* It saves us from a thousand snares, 

To mind religion young; 
With joy it crowns succeeding years, 

And renders yirtae strong." 

The religious youth is happy in life. He is pre- 
pared for all its toils and troubles, and for death 
whenever it may come. And there is none too 
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young to die. Nothing of which youth can boast, 
will save us from the hand of the destroyer. Many, 
in the morning of life, who were with us in the 
beginning of the last year, are now no more. 
Some, whom I then loved to greet, have bid fare- 
well to eaxth. Their voices axe hushed in silence 
— their blooming visage is exchanged for the pale- 
ness of death — their tenement is the tomb. Thus, 
when this day shall again return^ it may be with 
some of us. Ere then, our summons may arrive. 
Those of you whose countenances are now beam- 
ing with the smile of cheerfulness, and the bright 
glow of youthful beauty, and who love to join with 
the giddy throng, may soon be the peaceful ten- 
ants of the tomb. The dawn of the year we have 
lived to see ; but its close is involved in inscrutable 
mystery ! Then he, whose voice is now heard 
within these walls, and some of you who are now 
listening to his feeble remarks, may be reposing in 
thesilence of death. Let us, then, be resolved that 
we will improve iii a proper manner the few days 
we are to spend upon earth. Let us heed the 
warning command of our Father in heaven, say- 
ing, "My son, give me thy heart." Let us take 
religion as our guiding-st;ar, and our pathway will 
be that of the just, which " shine th more and 
more unto the perfect day." I would not have 
you be superstitious. I would not have you be 
gloomy and unhappy. But I would have you 
choose for your companion, through this year, 
and through life, that religion which will alone 
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make you what you ought to be. In a word, I 
would have you 

" So live, that when thy sammons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To the pale realms of shade, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death ; 
Then go not, like the quarry slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained and sooth'd, 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave. 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
Around him, and Ues down to pleasant dreams." 

Once more. At such a season as this, when we 
are called to reflect upon the shortness of life, and 
remember that our years are spent as the tale that 
is told — when we think that upon every thing 
around us is written, Passing away — when we 
realize that our friends have bidden an everlasting 
farewell to the scenes of time, and that we too 
must die, we are then led to query with ourselves, 
Is this our only home — is earth man's only abid- 
ing place — when a few more days or years shall 
have past, must we lie down, and know no more 
forever ? Or, if there be a God, is he ever ,good ; 
and a future existence, is that a happy one ? If I 
am destined to live again, must it be with, my 
friends, my relatives, and the world of mankind in 
endless suffering or in endless joy ? Will He who 
brought into existence his children, conferred upon 
them all the powers and faculties which they 
possess — will he inflict upon them, for the sins of 
a life that is spent even as a tale that i$ told, an 
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eternity of misery ? Will he do this to any of his 

children, and that too for the sins of this short life .? 

Can a being who will thus act be my father ? Can 

he be good, be merciful, or just ? If he does this, can 

I thank him for my existence ? can I feel grateful 

to him for placing me here upon the earth ? Such 

questions , as these will rush in upon our minds. 

We cannot resist them. And, blessed be God, 

reason, revelation, and common sense returns them 

an unqualified answer in the negative. The more 

we query with ourselves in this manner, the more 

transcendently glorious will the hope of the gos- 

pel appear ; a hope which assures us that though 

our friends may leave us ; though blight and change 

may mock us, and time roll away, yet that a fairer-, 

a brighter, an unclouded existence awaits us and 

all mankind, in realms beyond the skies. There 

life shall never be interrupted by death -^ friends 

shall never part — sorrow shall never come; but 

a ransomed world shall rest beneath the smiles 

of everlasting love, and feast forever upon those 

pleasures which are ever new, but never-ending. 

How precious is this hope, while meditating 

upon the uncertainty of life ! Years may pass 

away — our friends may die, one after another, 

and man may go down to the grave — yet, thank 

Heaven, the gospel assures us that this is not our 

final home. We shall live again ! The frailties 

and changes of earth shall be exchanged for thQ 

durable riches of immortal bliss. 
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" Hope looks beyond the boonds of time, 

When what ve dow deplore 
Shall rise in foil immortal prime. 

And bloom to lade no more." 

But, lastly. Those of ns, my brethren, who aie 
believers in the heavenly doctrine of universal 
salvation, have abundant reasons for thank^vii^ 
and praise, in view of the prosperity which has at- 
tended the holy cause we have espoused. If we 
look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find that its march has been onward. We think 
there has never been, in our history as a denomina- 
tion, a more auspicious year than the one which 
has just drawn to a close.* More societies have 
been formed — more meeting-houses erected — 
more churches reeognized, and more preachers 
added to the ranks of the faithful, than in any 
former period. The glorious Jubilee of our Con- 
vention has been celebrated. And let the work 
go on for the future, as it has during the past ; 
and when another Jubilee shall arrive, the doctrine 
of endless suffering will be buried in oblivion with 
time — the reign of bigotry and error will be over 
— the banner of ImmanuePs love will float upon 
every breeze of heaven ; and while upon its 
streaming folds shall be seen the inscription, 
Universal Salvation — from every house and from 
every heart, the joyful response- shall ascend, 
^^ Glory to God in the highest! " Leti^s, then, my 
brethren, from a retrospective view of the past, 
" thank God, and take courage." Your exertions 
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as a Society, have been wonderfully blest of heav- 
en. No weapon formed against you has prosper- 
ed, and every tongue which has risen in judgment 
against you has been condemned. You have 
every reason to rejoice and be thankful. The 
-commencement of another year finds you united, 
prosperous and happy. The gospel is to be preach- 
ed to you, in future, on each returning Sabbath ; 
and the Lord is appearing in his glory to build up ^ 
Zion. Go on, then, my brethren, one and all, and 
God will bless you ! Commence the new yeax 
with a renewed determination that you will be 
more engaged in future ! Never relax your efforts 
— never cease your exertions — ^but let the fire of 
zeal and love for the truth, blaze upon the altar 
of your hearts continually. Act, and talk, and 
pray, and live as Universalists ; suid the flame of 
light and glory, which has burst forth upon Zion's 
hill, will continue to burn on, imtil this moral at- 
mosphere shall be purified, and every heart shall 
rejoice in the life-giving energies of celestial love. 
Why, the more I think of this heavenly cause, the 
more I talk and preach about it, the better it ap- 
pears. I never have had occasion to regret that I 
engaged in this glorious work ; but I bless God that 
he has put it into niy heart, in the morning of my 
existence, to make known to my fellow-men the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. I eim resolved that, 
with his help, I will be more zealous in future 
than I have ever yet been. God grant that I may 
ever be able to discharge faithfully the duties 
11 
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devolving upon me ; and that we may all so live; 
that we can exclaim, with the poet, 

" We will not mourn 
Life's shrouded memories. We can still drink in 
The unshadowed beauties of the universe; 
Ghize with a swelling soul upon the blue 
Magnificence above — and hear the hymn 
Of heaven in every starlight ray — and fill 
Glen, vale, and wood, and mountain, with the bright 
And glorious visions, poured from the deep home 
Of an immortal mind. Past year, farewell ! " 

Amen. 



SERMON VII. 
The Believer's Advantage. 

.1 

" What advantage then hath the Jew 1 or what profit is there of 
circumcision % Much every way ; chiefly because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of GJod.** — Rom. iii. 1, 2. 

In order to understand the object of the Apostle 
in introducing the words of our text, it is necessary 
that we refer for a moment to the context. In the 
chapter preceding the one from which our text is 
selected, he rebukes the Jewish professor for his 
uncharitable opinions of the Gentiles. He shows 
that the God of the Jews is also the God of the 
Gentiles ; and that he, as an impartial administrator 
of justice, will judge the heathen world, according 
to that light which they actually possess. It is 
stated that " there is no respect of persons with 
God ; " and that, as a righteous judge, he will not 
act according to any principle of partiality ; but 
that the character and conduct of the persons shall 
alone weigh with him. The Apostle then proceeds 
to state that the Jew, who has outwardly observed 
the ceremonial law, following the letter instead of 
the spirit^ is beneath the Gentile, in a moral point 
of view, who, according to the light which God has 
given him, is acting in the spirit and design of the 
law, though not blest with a written code for his 
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direction. Haying established these positions,' he 
institutes a dialogue, which may be supposed to 
have taken place between a Jew and himself. The 
questions of the Jew, and the Apostle's answers, are 
given in the words of our text. " What advantage 
then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision? Much every way; chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God." 
The argument is simply this ; if the Jew is not to 
fare any better than the Gentile, what particular 
advantage is it to him, to have been invested with 
the privileges of that people ? The answer to this 
question is, that in every respect he is a gainer ; 
but chiefly because he has received the oracles of 
God, and thus become the depositary of those prom- 
ises, which, in the covenant made with Abraham, 
proclaimed blessings for the world of mankinds 
Thus much on the original meaning of the text. 
We wish now to use if in an accommodated 
sense. 

It is often the case, at the present day, that 
questions are proposed for our consideration similar 
to those recorded in the text.* We are often met 
with something like this : If all men are final- 
ly to be made holy and happy, what advantage 
hath the Universalist ? or, what profit is there in 
believing his doctrine ? I know it seems almost 
impossible that such questions could ever be pro- 
^ posed by rational beings ; that a reflecting mind 
could ever be so thoughtless as to ask, if God is a 
being of love, of infinite power, wisdom, and good- 
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ness ; an4 if he has determined to bless all his 
rational creatures, and crown them with the un- 
fading glories of a blessed immortality, what ad- 
vantage is there in having it known ? or, if it be a 
truth, what profit is there in believing it ? I say, 
when we reflect upon the absurdity of these ques- 
tions, we are half inclined to doubt whether they 
could ever have been made ; whether we have not 
been under some strange delusion; whether our 
senses may not have deceived us. But, memory, in 
whose book past transactions are faithfully record' 
ed, assures us that it is no delusion — but reality 
— and that these questions, however inconsistent 
they may be, have often been urged as a kind of 
argument against the truth and utility of our re- 
ligious system; and by persons, too, who value 
themselves upon their good sense, acute discern- 
ment, and high Christian attainments. When 
every thing else has failed them — when all their 
arguments have been met and refuted — you will 
too often see the smile of triumph, as they propose 
the question, — Well, even if your doctrine be true, 
what advantage have Universalists over others ? or, 
what profit is there in believing their doctrine ? 
We answer in the language of the text. "Much 
every way ; " but chiefly because that unto us is 
committed a knowledge of this glorious truth. 
Where, I ask you, is the truth, the contemplation 
of which will impart such unsullied joy, as that - 
which teaches us to behold in God our kind Father 
and unchanging friend ; and to look forward to a 

11* 
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time when, with a redeemed and beatified world, 
we shall feast upon those joys which are as 
pure as the waters of life, and as lasting as eter- 
nity ? What, I say, can be more glorious than a 
faith like this ? " It is the cheering guide and 
comforter of man in this world. It leads him in 
the path of light and life. It teaches him to put 
his trust in God as a Father ; and to anticipate 
from his hand, that protection and those blessings, 
which infinite goodness delights to bestow. It 
communicates gladness to every heart. In its 
light, the sons and daughters of afiiiction forget 
their woes, and sorrow is exchanged for joy." Do 
you ask, then, what profit there is in posses^ng such 
a faith as this ? or, what advantage its possessor 
has over others ? I will tell you. v^ 

1st, Then, the believer in that gospel which 
bringeth salvation to all men, enjoys an advantage 
over all others in this respect. He can read his 
Bible with a purer satisfaction, and derive from it 
more genuine knowledge and consolation. It is, to 
him, the record of his titles and possessions — the 
charter of his hopes — the revelation of his Father 
in heaven, and of a happy home beyond the skies. 
In perusing its pages, he does not find a sentiment, 
against which his reason, the benevolent feelings 
of his soul, or any god-like emotion of his heart, 
rises up in abhorrence. He does not find it fill- 
ed with contradictions; but he beholds a perfect 
harmony in all its parts. He does not hear it call- 
ing upon him to believe a sentiment from which 
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reason, nature, and experience dissent. If his 
reason, and the works of creation, teach him that 
"God is good unto all," he hears his Bible pro- 
claiming the thrilling truth, that " God is love." 
If his reason assures him that a self-existent Being 
must necessarily be immutable, he reads in his 
Bible that God is *' the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever." If his reason and experience teach him 
that vice and misery are inseparably connected, he 
hears the Bible declaring that, " Though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." If 
his reason, and the benevolence of his heart, con- 
vince him that all pimishment inflicted upon the 
sinner should be designed for his good, he reads 
in the Bible, that God punishes us " for our profit, 
that we may be partakers of his holiness." If his 
bosom thrills with a desire for immortality, and a 
hope of re-union with his kindred and friends in 
another existence, his Bible assures him that this 
corruption shall put on incorruption 5 that all shall 
be made equal to the angels of God in heaven ; and 
that he, with the loved ones of earth, shall roam 
amid fields of perennial felicity, and drink of those 
sweet waters which flow from the fountain of ever- 
lasting life. So you see, that, to the Universalist, 
there is a perfect agreement between reason, the 
teachings of nature, the benevolence of the human 
heart, and the word of God. Now, this is an ad- 
vantage possessed alone by the Universalist. And 
to him it makes the Bible the pearl of great price. 
He reads upon its every page the love of Ood^ Ha 
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finds in it his title to eternal life ; the earnest of his 
inheritance above, the foundation of his hopes for 
all the unborn glories of a happy immortality. He 
clasps it to his bosom, and with rapture exclaims, 

" Precious Bible ! what a treasure 

Does the word of God afford 1 
All I want for life or pleasure, 

Food and medicinei shield and sword. 
Let the world account me poor; 
Having this, I need no more." 

2d. The believer in God's boundless love poa^ 
sesses another advantage in this respect. He can 
contemplate the works of creation, and peruse the 
volume of nature, with that unbounded admira- 
tion and delight, knotim only to himself. He can 
walk abroad upon the face of nature, admiring the 
beauties, transported with the glories, and adoring 
the wonders that surround him. He can stand 
amid the works of creation, — look out upon the 
heaving ocean, grand emblem of eternity — survey 
the lofty mountains, " proud monuments of God " 
— meditate upon the spangled concave with its 
shining spheres above him — and in all these 
he can behold the traces of a Father^ s msdom, 
power J and love. He believes that the God who 
created all these things, is the author of his exist- 
ence — his Father and friend — that the wisdom^ 
which is every where manifested, has devised 
means for his immortal felicity — that the power ^ 
which is every where exhibited, is able to accom- 
plish the plan ; and that the love, which is every 
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where displayed, will see that it is faithfully exe- 
cuted. Now, here the believer possesses a decided 
advantage. He does not suppose that all these 
trandscendent beauties, which every where charm 
his eye and captivate his heart, are the productions 
of mere chance, nor that .there is seated upon the 
throne of the universe, a weak and capricious being, 
who may be thwarted in his designs, and who is 
indiflferent to the welfare of his children. No ! he 
views all the wonders and sublimities of creation, 
as the works of immutable LovCy called into exist- 
ence by the exertion of a Father^ s power, 

" He looks abroad into the varied field 
Of nature ; and though poor, perhaps, compared 
"With those, whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
Calls the delightful scenery all his own. 
His are the mountains,^ and the valleys his, 
And the resplendent rivers. His to enjoy 
With a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to heaven an unpresumptuoiis eye, 
And, smiling, say, * My Father tn/ide them aU.^ " 

3d. Another advantage enjoyed by the believer 
in the "restitution of ail things" is, that he has 
embraced the only doctrine which the laws of 
God and man will permit him to practise. The 
principles of his doctrine are not those of hatred, 
of wrath, and revenge ; but of love, o{ peace, and 
universal benevolence. And these are the only 
principles which can be safely carried ^out into 
practice, the only principles by which we must be 
governed, in order to be good men and Christians. 
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make you what you ought to be. In a word, I 
would have you 

" So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To the pale realms of shadie, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death ; 
Then go not, like the Quarry slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained and sooth'd, 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave, 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
Around him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.'* 

Once more. At such a season as this, when we 
are called to reflect upon the shortness of life, and 
remember that our years are spent as the tale that 
is told — when we think that upon every thing 
around us is written, Passing away — when we 
realize that our friends have bidden an everlasting 
farewell to the scenes of time, and that we too 
must die, we are then led to query with ourselves, 
Is this our only home — is earth man's only abid- 
ing place — when a few more days or years shall 
have past, must we lie. down, and know no more 
forever ? Or, if there be a God, is he ever .good ; 
and a future existence, is that a happy one ? If I 
am destined to live again, must it be with. my 
friends, my relatives, and the world of mankind in 
endless suffering or in endless joy ? Will He who 
brought into existence his children, conferred upon 
them all the powers and faculties which they 
possess — will he inflict upon them, for the sins of 
a life that is spent even as a tale that is told, an 



SERMON VI. 127 

eternity of misery ? Will he do this to any of his 
children, and that too for the sins of this short life? 
Can a being who will thus act be my father ? Can 
he be goodj be merciful^ or just ? If he does this, can 
I thank him for my existence ? can I feel grateful 
to him for placing me here upon the earth ? Such 
questions . as these will rush in upon our minds. 
We cannot resist them. And, blessed be God, 
reason, revelation, and common sense returns them 
an unqualified answer in the negative. The more 
we query with oiuselves in this manner, the more 
transcendently glorious will the hope of the gos- 
pel appear; a hope which assures us that though 
our friends may leave us ; though blight and change 
may mock us, and time roll away, yet that a fairer, 
a brighter, an unclouded existence awaits us and 
all mankind, in realms beyond the skies. There 
life shall never be interrupted by death — ^ friends 
shall never part — sorrow shall never come; but 
a ransomed world shall rest beneath the smiles 
of everlasting love, and feast forever upon those 
pleasures which are ever new, but never-ending. 
How precious is this hope, while meditating 
upon the uncertainty of life f Years may pass 
away — our friends may die, one after another, 
and man may go down to the grave —yet, thank 
Heaven, the gospel assures us that this is not our 
final home. We shall live again ! The frailties 
and changes of earth shall be exchanged for the 
durable riches of immortal bliss. 
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" Hope looks beyond the bounds of time, 

When what we now deplore 
Shall rise in full immortal prime, 

And bloom to fade no more." 

But, lastly. Those of us, my brethren, who are 
believers in the heavenly doctrine of universal 
salvation, have abundant reasons for thanksgiving 
and praise, in view of the prosperity which has at- 
tended the holy cause we have espoused. If we 
look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find that its march has been onward. We think 
there has never been, in our history as a denomina- 
tion, a more auspicious year than the one which 
has just drawn to a close.'^ More societies have 
been formed — more meeting-houses erected — 
more churches reeognized, and more preachers 
added to the ranks of the faithful, than in any 
former period. The glorious Jubilee of our Con- 
vention has been celebrated. And let the work 
go on for the future, as it has during the past ; 
and when another Jubilee sTiall arrive, the doctrine 
of endless suffering will be buried in oblivion with 
time — the reign of bigotry and error will be over 
— the banner of ImmanuePs love will float upon 
every breeze of heaven ; and .while upon its 
streaming folds shall be seen the inscription, 
Universal Salvation — from every house and from 
every heart, the joyful response^ shall ascend, 
^^ Glory to God in the highest ! " Letws, then, my 
brethren, from a retrospective view of the past, 
"thank God, and take courage." Your exertions 
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as a Society, have been wonderfully blest of heav- 
en. No weapon formed against you has prosper- 
ed, and every tongue which has risen in judgment 
agiednst you has been condemned. You have 
every reason to rejoice and be thankful. The 
xommencement of another year finds you united, 
prosperous and happy. The gospel is to be preach- 
ed to you, in future, on each returning Sabbath ; 
and the Lord is appearing in his glory to build up ^ 
Zion. Go on, then, my brethren, one and all, and 
God will bless you! Commence the new year 
with a renewed determination that you will be 
more engaged in future ! Never relax your efforts 
— never cease your exertions — ^but let the fire of 
zeal and love for the truth, blaze upon the altar 
of your hearts continually. Act, and talk, and 
praj/, and live as Universal ists ; and the flame of 
light and glory, which has burst forth upon Zion's 
hill, will continue to burn on, until this moral at- 
mosphere shall be purified, and every heart shall 
rejoice in the life-giving energies of celestial love. 
Why, the more I think of this heavenly cause, the 
more I talk and preach about it, the better it ap- 
pears. I never have had occasion to regret that I 
engaged in this glorious work ; but I bless God that 
he has put it into my heart, in the morning of my 
existence, to make known to my fellow-men the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. I am resolved that, 
with his help, I will be more zealous in future 
than I have ever yet been. God grant that I may 
ever be able to discharge faithfully the duties 
11 
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devolving upon me ; and that we may all so live; 
that we can exclaim, with the poet, 

" We will not mourn 
Life's shrouded memories. We can still drink in 
The unshadowed beauties of the universe; 
Gaze with a swelling soul upon the blue 
Magnificence above — and hear the hymn 
Of heaven in every starlight ray — and fill 
Glen, vale, and wood, and mountain, with the bright 
And glorious visions, poured from the deep home 
Of an immortal mind. Past year, farewell ! ** 

Amen. 



SERMON VII. 
The Believer's Advantage. 

" What advantage then hath the Jew 1 or what profit is there of 
circumcision % Much every way ; chiefly because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of Gtod." — Rom. iii. 1, 2. 

In prder to understand the object of the Apostle 
in introducing the words of our text, it is necessary 
that we refer for a moment to the context. In the 
chapter preceding the one from which our text is 
selected, he rebukes the Jewish professor for his 
uncharitable opinions of the Gentiles. He shows 
that the God of the Jews is also the God of the 
Gentiles ; and that he, as an impartial administrator 
of justice, will judge the heathen world, according 
to that light which they actually possess. It is 
stated that " there is no respect of persons with 
God ; " and that, as a righteous judge, he will not 
act according to any principle of partiality ; but 
that the character and conduct of the persons shall 
alone weigh with him* The Apostle then proceeds 
to state that the Jew, who has otttwardly observed 
the ceremonial law, following the letter instead of 
the spiritf is beneath the Gentile, in a moral point 
of view, who, according to the light which God has 
given him, is acting in the spirit and design of the 
law, though not blest with a written code for his 
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direction. Having established these positions," he 
institutes a dialogue, which may be supposed to 
have taken place between a Jew and himself. The 
questions of the Jew, and the Apostle's answers, are 
given in the words of our text. " What advantage 
then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision? Much every way; chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God." 
The argument is simply this ; if the Jew is not to 
fare any better than the Gentile, what particular 
advantage is it to him, to have been invested with 
the privileges of that people ? The answer to this 
question is, that in every respect he is a gainer ; 
but chiefly because he has received the oracles of 
God, and thus become the depositary of those prom- 
ises, which, in the covenant made with Abraham, 
proclaimed blessings for the world of mankinds 
Thus much on the original meaning of the text* 
We wish now to use it* in an accommodated 
sense. 

It is often the case, at the present day, that 
questions are proposed for our consideration similar 
to those recorded in the text.* We are often met 
with something like this : If all men are final- 
ly to be made holy and happy, what advantage 
hath the Universalist ? or, what profit is there in 
believing his doctrine ? I know it seems almost 
impossible that such questions could ever be pro- 
^ posed by rational beings ; that a reflecting mind 
could ever be so thoughtless as to ask, if God is a 
being of love, of infiiiite power, wisdom, and good- 
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ness ; aixd if he has determined to bless all his 
rational creatures, and crown them with the un- 
fading glories of a blessed immortality, what ad- 
vantage is there in having it known ? or, if it be a 
truth, what profit is there in believing it ? I say, 
when we reflect upon the absurdity of these ques- 
tions, we are half inclined to doubt whether they 
could ever have been made ; whether we have not 
been imder some strange delusion; whether our 
senses may not have deceived us. But, memory, in 
whose book past transactions are faithfully record- 
ed, assures us that it is no delusion — but reality 
— and that these questions, however inconsistent 
they may be, have often been urged as a kind of 
argument against the truth and utility of our re- 
ligious system; and by persons, too, who value 
themselves upon their good sense, acute discern- 
ment, and high Christian attainments. When 
every thing else has failed them — when all their 
argimients have been met and refuted — you will 
too often see the smile of triumph, as they propose 
the question, — ^Well, even if your doctrine be true, 
what advantage have Universalists over others ? or, 
what profit is there in believing their doctrine ? 
We answer in the language of the text. "Much 
every way ; " but chiefly because that unto us is 
committed a knowledge of this glorious truth. 
Where, I ask you, is the truth, the contemplation 
of which will impart such unsullied joy, as that 
which teaches us. to behold in God our kind Father 
and unchanging friend ; and to look forward to a 

11* 
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time when, with a redeemed and beatified world, 
we shall feast upon those joys which are as 
pure as the waters of life, and as lasting as eter- 
nity ? What, I say, can be more glorious than a 
faith like this ? " It is the cheering guide and 
comforter of man in this world. It leads him in 
the path of light and life. It teaches him to put 
his trust in God as a Father ; and to anticipate 
from his hand, that protection and those blessings, 
which infinite goodness delights to bestow. It 
communicates gladness to every heart. In its 
light, the sons and daughters of affliction forget 
their woes, and sorrow is exchanged for joy." Do 
you ask, then, what profit there is in possessing such 
a faith as this ? or, what advantage its possessor 
has over others ? I will tell you. ^ 

1st, Then, the believer in that gospel which 
bringeth salvation to all men, enjoys an advantage 
over all others in this respect. He can read his 
Bible with a purer satisfaction, and derive from it 
more genuirie knowledge and consolation. It is, to 
him, the record of his titles and possessions — the 
charter of his hopes — the revelation of his Father 
in heaven, and of a happy home beyond the skies. 
In perusing. its pages, he does not find a sentiment, 
against which his reason, the benevolent feelings 
of his soul, or any god-like emotion of his heart, 
rises up in abhorrence. He does not find it fill- 
ed with contradictions j but he beholds a perfect 
harmony in all its parts. He does not hear it call- 
ing upon him to believe a sentiment from which 



S£RMON VII. 13d 

reason, nature, and experience dissent. If his 
reason, and the works of creation, teach him that 
"God is good unto all," he hears his Bible pro- 
claiming the thrilling truth, that " God is love." 
If his reason assures him that a self-existent Being 
must necessarily be immutable, he reads in his 
Bible that God is " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever." If his reason and experience teach him 
that vice and misery are inseparably connected, he 
hears the Bible declaring that, " Though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." If 
his reason, and the benevolence of his heart, con- 
vince him that all punishment inflicted upon the 
sinner should be designed for his good, he reads 
in the Bible, that God punishes us " for our profit, 
that we may be partakers of his holiness." If his 
bosom thrills with a desire for immortality, and a 
hope of re-union with his kindred and friends in 
another existence, his Bible assures him that this 
corruption shall put on incorruptidn ; that all shall 
be made equal to the angek of God in heaven ; and 
that he, with the loved ones of earth, shall roam 
amid fields of perennial felicity, and drink of those 
sweet waters which flow from the fountain of ever- 
lasting life. So you see, that, to the Universalist, 
there is a perfect agreement between reason, the 
teachings of nature, the benevolence of the human 
heart, and the word of God, Now, this is an ad- 
vantage possessed alone by the Universalist. And 
to him it makes the Bible the pearl of great price. 
He reads upon its every page the love of God, He 
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finds in it his title to eternal life ; the earnest of his 
inheritance above, the foundation of his hopes for 
all the unborn glories of a happy immortality. He 
clasps it to his bosom, and with rapture exclaims, 

" Precioas Bible ! what a treasure 

Does the word of God afford % 
All I want for life or pleasure, 

Food and medicine, shield and sword. 
Let the world account me poor; 
Having this, I need no more." 



»- 



2d. The believer in God's boundless love po 
sesses another advantage in this respect. He can 
contemplate the works of creation, and peruse the 
volume of nature, with that unbounded admira- 
tion and delight, knovm only to himself. He can 
walk abroad upon the face of nature, admiring the 
beauties, transported with the glories, and adoring 
the wonders that surround him. He can stand 
amid the works of creation, — look out upon the 
heaving ocean, grand emblem of eternity — survey 
the lofty mountains, " jaroud monuments of God " 
— meditate upon the spangled concave with its 
shining spheres above him — and in all these 
he can behold the traces of a Father^s wisdom, 
power ^ and love. He believes that the God who 
created all these things, is the author of his exist- 
ence — his Father and friend — that the wisdom, 
which is every where manifested, has devised 
means for his immortal felicity — that the power, 
which is every where exhibited, is able to accom- 
plish the plan ; and that the love, which is every 
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where displayed, will see that it is faithfully exe- 
cuted. Now, here the believer possesses a decided 
advantage. He does not suppose that all these 
trandscendent beauties, which every where charm 
his eye and captivate his heart, are the productions 
of mere chance, nor that .there is seated upon the 
throne of the universe, a weak and capricious being, 
who may be thwarted in his designs, and who is 
indiflFerent to the welfare of his children. No ! he 
views all the wonders and sublimities of creation, 
as the works of immutable LovSy called into exist- 
ence by the exertion of a Father^ s power. 

" He looks abroad into the varied field 
Of nature j and though poor, perhaps, compared 
With those, whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
Calls the delightful scenery all his o^^. 
His are the mountains,, and the valleys his, 
And the resplendent rivers. His to enjoy 
With a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to heaven an unpresumptuoiis eye, 
And, smiling, say, * My Father rnade them aW " 

f 

3d. Another advantage enjoyed by the believer 
in the "restitution of all things" is, that he has 
embraced the only doctrine which the laws of 
God and man will permit him to practise. The 
principles of his doctrine are not those of hatred, 
of wrath, and revenge ; but of love j of peace, and 
universal benevolence. And these are the only 
principles which can be safely carried •out into 
practice, the only principles by which we must be 
governed, in order to be good men and Christians, 
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What is the design of the constitution and laws of 
our country ? Is it not to promote peace and har- 
mony among its citizens ? If so, that doctrine, the 
principles of which are love and peace, is the one 
which best accords with these laws, and which 
can with the most safety be practised. Go in- 
to any orderly -and well-regulated family, where 
parents and children are living together in union 
and love, and feasting upon each others' favors. 
A scene like this we all love to witness. But what 
is the cause of it ? You will say, that it is because 
the government of that family is based upon proper 
principles. Very well. But what are those princi- 
ples ? Are they those of any partial doctrine under 
heaven ? No, they are the principles of impartialir 
ty^ of hve and benevolence. These are the very 
principles of our faith. Strike them out of exist- 
ence, and you annihilate Universalism at once, and 
with it the only sentiment which the good maa 
dares to practise. My brethren, we should realize 
this advantage which our doctrine posesses over 
every other. And for this excellency we should 
prize it higher, and love it better. Others, to 
carry out their systems into practice, must be 
cruel, partial, and revengeful. To imitate their 
God, they must hate. But, in order to be gov- 
erned by the principles of our faith, we must 
be kind, impartial, and benevolent. In order to 
be like our God, we must foi?c, love impartially y 
love universally^ love eternally ! O, then, let us 
ever remember this! Let us never forget the 
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eternity of misery ? Will he do this to any of his 
children, and that too for the sins of this short life? 
Can a being who will thus act be my father ? Can 
he be good, be merciful^ or just ? If he does this, can 
I thank him for my existence ? can I feel grateful 
to him for placing me here upon the earth ? Such 
questions, as these will rush in upon our minds. 
We cannot resist them. And, blessed be God, 
reason, revelation, and common sense returns them 
an unqualified answer in the negative. The more 
we query with omrselves in this manner, the more 
transcendently glorious will the hope of the gos- 
pel appear ; a hope which assures us that though 
our friends may leave us ; though blight and change 
may mock us, ajid time roll away, yet that a fairer-, 
a brighter, an unclouded existence awaits us and 
all mankind, in realms beyond the skies. There 
life shall never be interrupted by death -^ friends 
shall never part — sorrow shall never come; but 
a ransomed world shall rest beneath the smiles 
of everlasting love, and feast forever upon those 
pleasures which are ever new, but never-ending. 
How precious is this hope, while meditating 
upon the uncertainty of life ! Years may pass 
away — our friends may die, one after another, 
and man may go down to the grave — yet, thank 
Heaven, the gospel assures us that this is not our 
final home. We shall live again ! The frailties 
and changes of earth shall be exchanged for the 
durable riches of immortal bliss. 
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" Hope looks beyond the bounds of time, 

When what we now deplore 
Shall rise in full immortal prime, 

And bloom to fade no more." 

But, lastly. Those of us, my brethren, who are 
believers in the heavenly doctrine of universal 
salvation, have abundant reasons for thanksgiving" 
and praise, in view of the prosperity which has at- 
tended the holy cause we have espoused. If we 
look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find that its march has been onward. We think 
there has never been, in our history as a denomina- 
tion, a more auspicious year than the one which 
has just drawn to a close.* More societies have 
been formed — more meeting-houses erected — 
more churches reeognized, and more preachers 
added to the ranks of the faithful, than in any 
former period. The glorious Jubilee of our Con- 
vention has been celebrated. And let the work 
go on for the future, as it has during the past \ 
and when another Jubilee shall arrive, the doctrine 
of endless suffering will be buried in oblivion with 
time — the reign of bigotry and error will be over 
— the banner of ImmanueFs love will float upon 
every breeze of heaven ; and while upon its 
streaming folds shall be seen the inscription, 
Universal Salvation — from every house and from 
every heart, the joyful response- shall ascend, 
^^ Glory to God in the highest! " Letws, then, my 
brethren, from a retrospective view of the past, 
"thank God, and take courage." Your exertions 
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as a Society, have been wonderfully blest of heav- 
en. No weapon formed against you has prosper- 
ed, and every tongue which has risen in judgment 
against you has been condemned. You have 
every reason to rejoice and be thankful. The 
xommencement of another year finds you united, 
prosperous and happy. The gospel is to be preach- 
ed to you, in future, on each returning Sabbath ; 
and the Lord is appearing in his glory to build up ^ 
Zion. Go on, then, my brethren, one and all, and 
God will bless you! Commence the new year 
with a renewed determination that you will be 
more engaged in future ! Never relax your efforts 
— never cease your exertions — ^but let the fire of 
zeal and love for the truth, blaze upon the altar 
of your hearts continually. Act, and talk, and 
pray, and live as Universalists ; and the flame of 
light and glory, which has burst forth upon Zion's 
hill, will continue to burn on, imtil this moral at- 
mosphere shall be purified, and every heart shall 
rejoice in the life-giving energies of celestial love. 
Why, the more I think of this heavenly cause, the 
more I talk and preach about it, the better it ap- 
pears. I never have had occasion to regret that I 
engaged in this glorious work ; but I bless God that 
he has put it into my heart, in the morning of my 
existence, to make known to my fellow-men the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. I am resolved that, 
with his help, I will be more zealous in future 
than I have ever yet been. God grant that I may 
ever be able to discharge faithfully the duties 
11 
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" Hope looks beyond the bounds of time, 

When what we now deplore 
Shall rise in full Immortal prime, 

And bloom to fade no more." 

But, lastly. Those of us, my brethren, who are 
believers in the heavenly doctrine of universal 
salvation, have abundant reasons for thanksgiving* 
and praise, in view of the prosperity which has at- 
tended the holy cause we have espoused. If we 
look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find that its march has been onward. We think 
there has never been, in our history as a denomina- 
tion, a more auspicious year than the one which 
has just drawn to a close.* More societies have 
been formed — more meeting-houses erected — 
more churches reeognized, and more preachers 
added to the ranks of the faithful, than in any 
former period. The glorious Jubilee of our Con- 
vention has been celebrated. And let the work 
go on for the future, as it has during the past ; 
and when another Jubilee shall arrive, the doctrine 
of endless suffering will be buried in oblivion widi 
time — the reign of bigotry and error will be over 
— the banner of ImmanuePs love will float upon 
every breeze of heaven ; and while upon ittf 
streaming folds shall be seen the inscriptioSi j 
Universal Salvation — from every house and front. . 
every heart, the joyful response- shall asceni|^^'| 
" Glory to God in the highest ! " Let W5, then, mj 
brethren, from a retrospective view of the 
"thank God, and take courage." Your exertidi 
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young man, was riding a number of miles from 
home, on business. When near the end of their 
journey, the horse became unmanageable, and, 
while descending the hill, threw them with such 
violence from the chaise, that in coming in con* 
tact with the wall, the bones of their heads were 
left upon the rocks, and in a moment, as it were, 
they were launched into eternity. In the morning, 
they left home cheerful and happy, leaving behind 
them an affectionate wife and beloved mother ; at 
uight, they were wrapped in the mantle of death. 
I was near the dwelling of this afflicted woman, 
when news of this solemn event reached her ears. 
You can all judge of the anguish which must have 
filled her bosom. I merely introduce this circum- 
stance, to ask you what comfort you suppose that 
wife and mother could have derived in that awful 
hour from a belief in endless misery? Suppose 
that, amid the unutterable pangs that rent her 
bosom, she had even thought that her husband and 
son, whom she loved as she did her own soul, had 
gone down to welter in unceasing pain ! What, 
O, what could have been her feelings? Could 
she have been happy? You, who are wives and 
mothers, imagine yourselves in the same or similar 
circumstances, and tell me what would be the 
emotions of your hearts ? Would such a faith, then, 
give you peace and joy? But I need not pain 
your feelings with such questions. The system of 
which I speak has done more than any thing else 
to make men wretched in life, and miserable in 
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devolving upon me ; and that we may all so live 
that we can exclaim, with the poet, 

" We will not mourn 
Life's shrouded memories. We can still drink in 
The unshadowed beauties of the universe; 
Ghize with a swelling soul upon the blue 
Magnificence above — and hear the hjrmn 
Of heaveii in every starlight ray — and fill 
Glen, vale, and wood, and mountain, with the bright 
And glorious visions, poured from the deep home 
Of an immortal mind. Past year, farewell ! '^ 

Amen. 
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TAe Believer's Advantage. 

" What advantage then hath the Jew 'i or what profit is there of 
circumcision 1 Much every way ; chiefly because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God." — Rom. iii. 1, 2. 

In prder to understand the object of the Apostle 
in introducing the words of our text, it is necessary 
that we refer for a moment to the context. In the 
chapter preceding the one from which our text is 
selected, he rebukes the Jewish professor for his 
uncharitable opinions of the Gentiles. He shows 
that the God of the Jews is also the God of the 
Gentiles ; and that he, as an impartial administrator 
of justice, will judge the heathen world, according 
to that light which they actually possess. It is 
stated that "there is no respect of persons with 
God ; " and that, as a righteous judge, he will not 
act according to any principle of partiality ; but 
that the character and conduct of the persons shall 
alone weigh with him. The Apostle then proceeds 
to state that the Jew, who has outwardly observed 
the ceremonial law, following the ktter instead of 
the spinY, is beneath the Gentile, in a moral point 
of view, who, according to the light which God has 
given him, is acting in the spirit and design of the 
law, though not blest with a written code for his 
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direction. Having established these positions," he 
institutes a dialogue, which may be supposed to 
have taken place between a Jew and himself. The 
questions of the Jew, and the Apostle's answers, are 
given in the words of our text. " What advantage 
then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision? Much every way; chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God." 
The argument is simply this ; if the Jew is not to 
fare any better than the Gentile, what particular 
advantage is it to him, to have been invested with 
the privileges of that peojple ? The answer: to this 
question is, that in every respect he is a gainer ; 
but chiefly because he has received the oracles of 
God, and thus become the depositary of those prom- 
ises, which, in the covenant made with Abraham, 
proclaimed blessings for the world of mankinds 
Thus much on the original meaning of the text. 
We wish now to use it* in an accommodated 
sense. 

It is often the case, at the present day, that 
questions are proposed for our consideration similar 
to those recorded in the text.* We are often met 
with something like this : If all men are final- 
ly to be made holy and happy, what advantage 
hath the Universalist ? or, what profit is there in 
believing his doctrine ? I know it seems almost 
impossible that such questions could ever be pro- 
-^ posed by rational beings ; that a reflecting mind 
could ever be so thoughtless as to ask, if God is a 
being of love, of infinite power, wisdom, and good- 
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ness ; ai^d if he has determined to bless all his 
rational creatures, and crown them with the un- 
fading glories of a blessed immortality, what ad- 
vantage is there in having it known ? or, if it be a 
truth, what profit is there in believing it ? I say, 
when we reflect upon the absurdity of these ques- 
tions, we are half inclined to doubt whether they 
could ever have been made ; whether we have not 
been imder some strange delusion; whether our 
senses may not have deceived us. But, memory, in 
whose book past transactions are faithfully record- 
ed, assures us that it is no delusion — but reality 
— and that these questions, however inconsistent 
they may be, have often been urged as a kind of 
argument against the truth and utility of our re- 
ligious system; and by persons, too, who value 
themselves upon their good sense, acute discern- 
ment, and high Christian attainments. When 
every thing else has failed them — when all their 
arguments have been met and refuted — you will 
too often see the smile of triumph, as they propose 
the question, — Well, even if your doctrine be true, 
what advantage have Universalists over others ? or, 
what profit is there in believing their doctrine ? 
We answer in the language of the text. " Much 
every way ; " but chiefly because that unto us is 
committed a knowledge of this glorious truth. 
Where, I ask you, is the truth, the contemplation 
of which will impart such unsullied joy, as that 
which teaches us to behold in God our kind Father 
and unchanging friend ; and to look forward to a 

11* 
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the weeds of vice — for extracting evil and culti- 
vating good ; and if we perform this duty faith- 
fully, we shall not fail to reap a rich reward of 
enjoyment as the fruit of our toil. 

In the light of these remarks, you will perceive 
with what propriety the sacred writers have urged 
upon us the importance of paying proper attention 
to the education of the youthful mind. One great 
design of the moral teachings of the Bible is, to in- 
duce parents " to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; '' to " train 
them up in the way they should go, that when 
they are old they may not depart therefrom." 

In laying before his son Timothy the duties of 
his office, and meting out to him proper instruc- 
tions, the Apostle was specially careful to enjoin 
upon him the importance of giving proper direc- 
tions to those who were in the morning pf exist- 
ence. In my text, he instructs him in regard to 
those who had advanced from childhood to 
youth. " Young men likewise exhort to be sober- 
minded." 

That class of the community here addressed 
occupy an important position in life. Those who 
are now young men, are destined by their Creator 
to exert a mighty influence upon the future destiny 
of this republic. Soon those venerable men, who 
now crowd our halls of congress and seats of 
legislati6n, will be the silent tenants of the tomb. 
Soon those who now guide the helm of our na- 
tional affairs will live only in the memory of the 
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past — their voices will be hushed in silence — their 
persuasive eloquence will be mute in death — and 
their labors on earth will end forever. Then their 
stations must be filled by those who are now in 
the morning of existence. It will then be left for 
those who are now young men^ to decide whether 
the sun of our political glory shall go down in 
darkness^ or continue to shine with unfading 
splendor. Upon this class of the community, 
duties will then devolve of immense magnitude 
and importance. An influence must be exerted by 
them which will have a mighty bearing upon the 
welfare of millions yet unborn. 

How imp6rtant, then, it is, that those who are 
now young men, should prepare themselves for that 
part, which they are destined to act upon the great 
theatre of human life. How important that they 
now form those characters, and establish those 
principles, which in after years will yield them a 
harvest of enjoyment and honor ! 

Acknowledging myself as one of that portion of 
community of which I am speaking, and which I 
have the pleasure this evening to address — and 
realizing that my interests are intimately connect- 
ed with theirs, I trust my young brethren, now 
before me, will bear with me for a few moments, 
while I endeavor, in plainness and simplicity, to 
heed the command' in the text. "Young men 
likewise exhort to be sober-minded." The par- 
ticular virtue here recommended is sobriety of 
mind, which to every young man is of the utmost 
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importance. It will give him stability of character, 
pleasantness of disposition, and gain for him the 
love and respect of those around him. But, wMle 
it is of importance that young men should heed 
the exhortation to be " sober-minded," there are 
other duties devolving upon them, a faithful per- 
formance of which is essential to their peace and 
happiness in life. Some of these I shall endeavor 
to point out. Before doing this, however, I may 
make one general remark, the truth of which will 
be admitted by all whom I now address. It is 
this. If we trace all the evils which have afflicted 
our race to their proper source, we shall find them 
originating in ignorance and sin. This is ah 
acknowledged truth. And, what is more, these 
two causes of evil generally go hand in hand. 
The most ignorant are usually the most vicious. 
There does not exist a more fruitful source of vice 
than ignorance. The correctness of these remarks 
being admitted, it follows, of course, that the first 
duty devolving upon young men, is, the inipr(yve' 
ment vf their minds, ' 

We are all endowed with high and ennobling 
faculties — with principles which ally us to God — 
with powers capable of endless expansion and im- 
provement in knowledge and virtue. These 
powers and faculties have been conferred upon us 
by our Creator, for the wisest and best of purposes. 
But then he has made the blessings resulting from 
them, to depend in a measure upon our own exer- 
tions. Wisdom comes not at the bidding of man. 
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Knowledge is not given by intuition. To possess 
these treasures, we must search for them. To 
reach the temple of science, there is a long path 
for us to travel, and numerous difficulties for us 
to encounter. But, while this is true, it is also 
true, that there is every thing to encourage us on- 
ward ! The path, though rugged, is strewed with 
flowers ; and the journey, though long, leads to an 
Eden of delight! And then, as a strong induce- 
ment for us to seek for knowledge, we should 
think of what we must be without it. Picture to 
yourselves a young man, just starting in the career 
of life, ignorant of his own nature, and of the 
world in which he lives. He has never tasted of 
those pure waters which flow from the streams of 
science. He has never plucked those fair flowers 
which bloom in unfading verdure, in the gaiden of 
knowledge. He lives in ignorance — wanders on 
in darkness — involves himself in vice, and at last 
goes dawn to the grave, " unwept, unhonored, and 
unsung." Would you, my young brethren, be 
like that young man ? Would you live and die in 
ignorance ? Would you fail of being useful to 
yourselves and the world ? Would you neglect 
to assert the dignity of your nature, and the de- 
velopment of your intellectual powers? If not, 
then seek for knowledge as for gold, and search for 
it as for hidden treasures. Strive continually to 
improve your minds. Let it be your constant 
motto to "read, think, and understand." You 
all have sufficient time to treasure up a vast fund 
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of useful information. Let your leisure hours be 
properly improved; let every moment you can 
spare, be spent in a proper manner, and you n^ed 
not complain that you^ have no time to study. 
You should also remember that it is not always he 
who reads the most that is the wisest man. By 
no means. Man is a thinking being, and it is the 
thinking rather than the reading man, who 
possesses true knowledge. Let, then, your think- 
ing, reflecting faculties be in constant exercise. 
Study into the nature of things, and trace their 
causes and effects. Acquaint yourselves with hu- 
man nature. Men are books; read them; study 
nature. That is an exhaustless volume, which 
you can at all times peruse, and from which you 
may derive countles3 lessons of instruction and de- 
light. So long as God and his works are before 
you, you have themes upon which to dwell, which 
eternity can never exhaust, and upon which a ran- 
somed world shall expatiate with rapture while 
immortality endures. You may analyze creation, 
explore the universe, dive into the deep, or give 
wings to your imagination, and let your spirits 
roam amid those imfading beauties which heaven 
is forever unfolding to the enraptured vision — and 
your researches will only serve to gain new laurels 
for the temple of truth, while there will be still 
before you an eternity of wonders, whose splendors 
outshine the glowing effulgence of ten thousand 
suns. 
And here I may be permitted to caution you 
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agatinst one error into which young men are apt to 
ftll. In looking around them, and seeing so many 
who are their superiors in wisdom— in surveying 
the illimitable field of knowledge, they see so much 
to learn, that they sit themselves down, and think 
it of, no use to try to learn anything. Now, this is 
altogether wrong. Knowledge is like wealth, and 
though we cannot obtain all the wealth in the 
world, or be as wealthy as many around us, still 
we can, by proper exertion, secure enough from the 
store-house to render us comfortable and happy. 
But, would you not consider that man exceedingly 
unwise, who should neglect to provide himself with 
a competency of this world's goods, because he 
thought he could never become as rich as Girard ? 
Most certainly. Well, he is equally unwise, who 
sits himself down contented, without knowing any- 
thing, because he cannot learn everything. The 
truth is, if you will but exercise the faculties 
which God has given you, you can all obtain a 
sufficient amount of knowledge to make you res- 
pected in life, and ornaments to society. And 
though you cannot all be Franklins and Newtons, 
still, by striving, you can obtain a higher rank in 
the scale of intellectual worth, than though you 
made no exertion at all. The man who aimed his 
arrow at the sun, did not reach it ; but still it flew 
much higher than it would, if he had srimed it at 
an object on a level with himself. 

While, then, you should possess an insatiable 
thirst for knowledge, and strive continually to ob- 
13 
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tain it; you should be careful to avoid another e^ 
ror. Never think you are vnse enough — that you 
have learned all that is necessary. This will be a 
sure proof that you know but little. You should 
be continually on the^ highway of improvement, 
continually enriching your minds with new gems 
from the casket of knowledge. A young physician 
once entered the study of the venerable Dr. Rush, 
and, in the course of conversation, remarked that he 
had just " finished his studies." " Finished your 
studies! said Dr. Rush, why I never expect to 
finish mine while I live." This was a just rebuke ; 
and, the example of Dr. Rush is worthy of imita* 
tion. You cannot know too much, nor can you 
commence your search for knowledge too early. 
If you pass the morning of your existence unim- 
proved, you will ever have occasion to lt)ok back 
upon it with sorrow and regret. The golden hours 
of your life are now being spent, and when once 
gone, they are gone forever. Let me beseech of 
you, then, my young brethren, to spend each mo- 
ment as it passes in storing your minds with use- 
ful knowledge. You will pardon me for saying it ; 
but when I see so many young men idling away 
their time — indiflferent to the cultivation of their 
minds, and preferring foolish amusements to that 
which is of more value than gold — when I see 
this, I say, I mourn for the welfare of my country, 
and the glory of its institutions. 

I have dwelt longer upon this point than I in- 
tended ; but the subject is one of vast importance ; 
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and I entreat that portion of my audience whom I 
now address, to think of what has been said. Let 
them remember what has been so beautifully ex- 
pressed by another, that " education is a companion 
which no misfortune can depress, no clime destroy, 
no enemy alienate, no despotism enslave ; a friend 
at home — an introduction abroad — a solace in sol- 
itude — in society an ornament. It chastens vice 
— it guides virtue — it gives at once grace and 
government to genius. Without it, what is man ? 
A splendid slave — a reasoning savage- — vascilla- 
ting continually between the dignity of an intelli- 
gence which links him to God, and the degra* 
dation of passions which connect him with the 
brute." 

But, I have spoken at some length upon the 
duty of yoimg men to conunence an early search 
for knowledge. I may now remark, that another 
duty devolving upon them, equally important, and 
growing out of that which I have noticed, is, that 
they establish in their minds a fixed moral princir 
pie ; that they increase in virtue, as well as kntmU 
edge. This is of the utmost importance. If you 
fail now to establish for yourselves a good moral 
character, your future prospects will be shrouded 
in darkness and gloom. You may strive for the 
improvement of your intellectual powers — you 
may spend days £uid nights, and waste the midnight 
oil in hoarding up the treasures of science — your 
talents may be of the brightest order ; but still, if 
your mind is not governed by the principles of 
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morality and virtue, you will be like a ship tossed 
upon the mighty deep without chart or compass, 
and the first storm of temptation or adversity may 
founder your frail bark upon the shoals of despair. 
Will you not, then, remember this, and now form 
such characters as will make you respected in life 
and happy in death. You should recollect that 
every deviation from. right, is a deviation from 
happiness. Every step you take in the path of 
virtue will increase your felicity. Every departure 
from that path will render you miserable. As you 
regard your own peace and happiness, then, you 
should be virtuous. It is virtue alone that will 
give beauty to your appearance, dignity to your 
character, and gain for you the love and respect of 
others. There is a beauty, a power, a divinity in 
virtue ! Its peace is like a river ; its joys are Uke 
those which flow in the paradise of God. Its 
hopes are founded upon the Rock of Ages, and will 
forever pour light and consolation upon a dying 
world ! In virtue may be found all that is great 
and good ; all that is exalted in time, or glorious in 
eternity. " It is God's empire, and from his throne 
of thrones he will defend it." Will you not, then, 
be found on the side of virtue ? 

Not only will a virtuous course of conduct be 
beneficial to you as individuals ; but it will give 
you an influence in society, which, without it, you 
can never possess. Virtue is respected. Even the 
most vicious will insensibly pay it reverence. In 
the presence of the virtuous, they forget their vices* 
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There is no young man, who would dehberately 
utter a profane oath, or an improper expression, in a 
company of virtuous females. Would you, then, 
exercise this commanding influence ? If so, resolve 
now that you will take virtue for your guide, com- 
panion^ and friend. Shun the paths of temptation. 
Avoid those evils in which young men too often 
indulge. Pollute not your lips with the sin of 
profanity. " Swear not at all." Go not with the 
gambler to his deeds of darkness. He will stamp 
upon thy youthful brow the marks of guilt and 
shame ! Drink not of the intoxicating bowl. It 
will lull you to repose, only that you may awake 
to find yourselves pierced with many sorrows. 
Resolve, then, to '^ touch not, taste not, handle not 
the imclean thing." Above all, avoid bad com- 
pany. Go not with the vile and abandoned. 
Mingle not with those who are the slaves of vice. 
They will lay snares for your feet, which, ere you 
are aware, will involve you in degradation and 
wo. If it be true that. " a man is known by the 
company he keeps," you cannot be too careful in 
the choice of your associates. Seek the society of 
the virtuous and the good. Imitate their worth. 
Let their example breathe its hallowing influence 
upon your conduct. Strive to be good^ rather than 
great Let the principles of your nature be made 
subservient to the will of Heaven, and your moral 
functions be exerted in accordance with the high 
behests of the King Eternal ! I would have you 
reaUze the exalted station which you occupy in 

13* 
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the scale of creation. I woiild have you acquainted 
with those lofty powers, those exalted capacities 
of which you are possessed. I am not one of those 
who would decry human nature, bring it on a 
level with the brutes, and make man a mere mass 
of filth and corruption. No : I believe there is in 
every child of Adam a redeeming principle — an 
emanation' from Deity — a spark of that eternal 
purity possessed by Jehovah ! In every individual 
of my race, whether it be the philosopher or the 
peasant, the king or the beggar, I see that which I 
believe constitutes the crowning excellence of the 
universe ! I behold in every human being that 
spark of intelligence, that germ of immortality, 
which constitutes him a child of heaven, the image 
of the Eternal, the noblest workmanship of God. 
I see in man that living immortal mind, which is 
akin to that intellectual energy that called the 
world out of chaos — which towers above all that 
is low and grovelling upon earth— which bids 
defiance to the storms of sorrow and death, and 
which is destined to progress in knowledge and 
virtue,- through the boundless ages of eternity. 
This divine principle, these lofty powers, this 
immortal mind^ you all possess. I xjare not wheth- 
er you be rich or poor, wise or. unwise^* there 
is within you all that divine mind which links 
you to^ God — which makes you the brother of 
angels— which will survive the wreck of matter 
and the crush of worlds, and live in fadeless 
purity while the throne of heaven shall stand. 
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And it is thia fact that I would have impressed 
upon your understandings, because of its saluta- 
ry influence. For, in the language of Scripture, 
*^ as a man thinkethjSo is Ae." If a man think 
he is a brute, he will act like a brute. If a man 
think that his powers and capabilities are limited, 
and that the light of intelligence is to be quenched 
forever by the darkness of death, he will make the 
gratification of his animal passions the chief end of 
his existence* But, if a man think he is the child 
of God, and the heir of a glorious immortality, he 
will be inclined to conduct in a manner becoming 
his high origin and destiny. He will evince in 
hiis life the proofs of his divine original. There 
will be seen jipon his countenance the placid 
serenity of heaven, and in himself the glorious 
image of that God, by whose plastic hand he was 
formed. Remember, then, that if you would assert 
the dignity of your nature, if you would stand 
forth in that beauty which Heaven first stamped 
upon your brow, you must strive to cultivate those 
moral and religious faculties with which you are 
endowed. Let it ever be your aim to seek for that 
greatness of character- which the majesty of virtue 
will cotifer ; and 4hen will you live as blessings 
to yourselves and the world, and at last die in 
peace, leaving behind you a name which shall 
shine with unfading lustre, when your earthly 
tenement shall have mingled with its kindred 
dust ! 
I have thus noticed two of the most important 
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duties which I conceive to devolve upon young 
men — the improvement of their moral and mental 
faculties, or the attainment of knowledge, and the 
formation of virtuous characters. Here, doubtless, 
I might stop, believing that a proper attention to 
the preceding remarks would be followed by a 
useful and happy life. But, in drawing to a close, I 
must not fail to wain those whom I now address 
against two fatal evils, which beset them in their 
journey to the tomb. These axe fanaticism on the 
one hand, and infidelity on the other. Beware of 
the first ; it will weave its treacherous folds around 
you in an unsuspecting moment, and, ere you are 
aware, fill your bosom with the bitter waters of 
despair ! You will be told that reason is a carnal 
weapon ; that an excitement of the animal passions 
is a mysterious change, effected by the Spirit of 
God ; and, when you awake from the pleasing 
dreaniy to let reason speak, you will find, that un- 
der the sacred garb of religion you have embraced 
a monster, to pierce your souls with the arrows of 
death ! I would rob you of nothing good, of 
nothing useful. God forbid ! But all my feelings, 
as the friend of my race — all my devotion, as a 
Christian minister, and all my reason, as a lover of 
the gospel, lead me to speak out upon this subject. 
Embrace the doctrine which fanaticism and super- 
stition have invented, and they will enslave your 
mind, if not prostrate your reason ; they will blight 
your fairest hopes, rob you of your dearest enjoy- 
ment, and shroud your destiny for eternity in dark- 
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nes9 and gloom. They are doctrines altogether un- 
suited to the desires of man, as a rational being, to 
the ennobling and godlike feelings of his nature, 
and to the principles of his existence which assimi- 
late him to God ! * Beware, then, of the pretended 
friendship, of those, who, under the pretext of 
making you religious, will render you bigoted, 
censorious, and wretched., 

I would also caution you with equal earnestness 
to avoid the poisonous influence of infidelity. And 
by this I n}€ian that system, if system it can be 
called, which makes a mock of everything sacred, 
denies the existence of a God, denounces the Bible 
as a fable, the Saviour as an impostor, and religion 
as all a delusion. A system so absurd and unrea- 
sonable as this, your own judgments should lead 
you to reject with abhorrence. It will embitter the 
£surest moments of your existence with sorrow and 
re^et, and plant thorns upon your dying pillow ! 
There is nothing which will sooner sink a young^ 
man in the estimation of the wise and good, than 
recklessness of moral principle, and a disposition to 
scoff at things sacred and divine. I wish to cast 
no reflections upon the. infidel, or spurn him from 
me, because of his unbelief. No ; I see in him a 
brother, a child with me of the same Father, an 
heir with me of the same immortality ; and for him 
I would possess feehngs of love and pity. But, 
still I look upon bis exertions more as the ravings 
of a madman, than the workings of calm and en- 
lightene^d reason. What does he propose to do ? 
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Why he is striving to convince us that the universe 
hfts no Creator or Governor, that the wonderful 
effects which we every where see, exists without a 
cause — that the design which is every where man- 
ifested is no proof of a designer — that man is the 
,mere sport of chance having no guide but his 
passions, no home but the grave ! Now, what is 
there here inviting? What would the Christian 
gain, by renouncing his faith for such a theory as 
this ? Gain ! He would be an infinite loser. We 
have a God of all possible perfection, in whom to 
trust ; beings who are our brethren to love ; a heav- 
en of immortal joys to hope for ; and a Bible to 
guide us, with which, if we follow its precepts, we 
can never err ! Now, before the infidel robs us of 
these, we have a right to demand of him some- 
thing better, more holy, pure, and comforting. 
But, does he offer it ? No : he would take from us 
every thing good^ and give us nothing in return. 
For me to renounce Christianity, as I understand 
it, and embrace infidelity, I should gain nothings 
but lose every thing. For a God of love, a kind fa- 
ther and friend, you offer me nothing but poor blind 
chance — a world of brethren, having the same 
father, and bound to the same home, you convert 
into a universe of orphans — for the thrilling hopes 
of the gospel, you give us nothing but doubts 
and dark forebodings — and for the glories, the 
bliss, the unfading joys of immortality, you present 
us nothing but the everlasting darkness and gloom 
of the grave ! And is there! not a species of mad^ 
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ness in i^uch exertions as these ? They promise 
only to fill the world with blight, jTuin, and dismay. 
I declare to^you, this evening, that were I to cherish 
these views, with the feelings I now possess, I 
should be the most miserable being that roams 
upon the footstool of God. In the sincerity of my 
soul, then, I would again warn those whom I now 
address to shun the fatal snares of infidelity. 

But, while I would warn you against the cruel 
doctrines of the fanatic on the one hand, aiid the 
pernicious principles of the infidel on the other, I 
would also exhort you to take the religion of Jesus 
Christ for your guide, companion and friend. It 
is a religion worthy of your affectiop smd love ; 
worthy your constant and zealous support. It is a 
religion which reason sections, which nature ap- 
proves, and which fills the benevolent soul with 
admiration and delight. It demands the exercise 
of all our moral and intellectual faculties ; it spurns 
the narrow fetters of a creed ; it lifts the soul 
above the alluring vanities of time ; strips the free 
spirit of those chains which have bound it to earth, 
and unfolds to its expanding powers scenes of im- 
provement and glory, which shall end only with 
eternity. It is a religion, which presents you with 
God, Us the father and friend of all — with Christ, 
ai^the Redeemer of all — -and with heaven, as the 
final and everlasting home of all. It points us 
forward to a time, when the sorrows of life shall be 
exchanged for the joys of eternity — when, with 
our kindred, our friends and a ransomed world, 
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we shall continue to go upward and onward, 
advancing in light, in knowledge and glory for* 
ever. Here, then, is a religion from ^which flow 
streams of comfort and consolation, which lead you 
to love virtue for virtue's sake, and which will 
crown your existence with honor and happiness. 
Will you not, then, my young brethren, give it your 
love, your influence, your warm and efficient sup- 
port ? I do believe that it has strong claims upon 
your regard ; and it is for this reason that I com- 
mend it to your attention with all the earnestness 
in my power. I would not have you be fanatics-^ 
I would not have you be gloomy and unhappy— I 
would not deprive you of one rational pleasure ; but 
I would have you ever governed by the religion of 
the Saviour, and feel continually its spirit and 
power. 

I know we have been told that to be religious is 
to descend from the dignity of man, and that re- 
ligion is a fit subject only for women and children. 
To look upon Christianity as an imposition, the 
Bible as a fable, arid heaven as a dream, has heen 
thought a mark of superior greatness, of true 
philosophy ! But is it so ? To show myself a 
man, must I sacrifice the comforts of religion? 
abandon that gospel which is dearer to me than 
life, and tamper with all that is fair and holy in 
the hopes of men? If so,' God grant that I may 
remain a child forever ! But ,how came this foolish 
notion to exist ? Prom whence did it spring, that 
religion is inconsistent with the greatness of man ? 
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The answer is plain ; it has been caused by that 
forbidding gaxb which has been thrown around the 
subject Religion has been looked upon as a 
xziatter of expediency, rather than profit — good only 
as it saves U3 from some awful calamity in another 
world. It has been shrouded in mystery ; it has 
been connected with gloom and sorrow ; and the 
young have really supposed that to become relig- 
ious is like entering a monkish cell, and becoming 
ascetics for life. But they have been grossly 
mistaken. It is superstition that they have taken 
for religion. They have received the corruptions 
of a thing for the thing itself. Religion, in its pu- 
rity, is Heaven's best gift to man. It is that which 
has raised him in the scale of creation, and given 
him those glorious hopes, and bright anticipations, 
which cause the enraptured spirit to wonder and 
admire ! It is to Christianity that we owe our 
freedom from the darkness of Paganism, and our 
elevation in all that ennobles our kind ! It is to 
that, that we are indebted for the glory of our insti- 
tutions ; for the privileges we enjoy as a people ; 
and for tl;iat, commanding rank which we hold 
among the nations of the earth. And does this 
look as though the religion of the Saviour was of 
trifling importance, something fit only for the 
weak-minded and ignorant ? No : it is this reli- 
gion alone that will make man truly great ; that 
will give strength and vigor to his moral and men- 
tal faculties, and that will stamp upon his soul the 
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dmnity of its Author; Let me persuade yon, then, 
my young brethren, as you value yanr own happi- 
ness^ and that dignity of charaeter which you 
would possess — let me exhort you to embrace this 
religion now in the morning of your daya You 
will need its principles to guide you safely through 
life, and its comforts and consolations to support 
you in the solemn hour of death. Young and 
active as you may now be, you must all lie down 
to die. It is then that you will need something 
to sustain you that eairth cannot give. The doc^ 
trine of endless misery will not light up that trjring 
scen& ; it will not then impart one thrill of joy to 
your heaving bosoms. Infidelity will be equadly 
dtetitute of the healing balm which you will need 
upon the bed of death. Like the painted lanthom 
wliich deceives in the light of day, it will fail 
when darkness gathers around. - 

But there is something, which will enable you 
to triumph over the last enemy, and smile even at 
the darkness of the tomb. It is the gospel of 
Christ. That will give joy to the departing spirit ; 
soothe your dying pillows with gentle whisperings 
from the world of bliss, and disrobe death of its 
terrors, by making it a passport to a climeof im- 
mortal and unfading delights. Come what will, 
then, let me entreat of you to cling to the gospel. 
Practise its precepts, acquaint yourselves with its 
teachings, be governed by its spirit, and you need 
fear no evil ! Be it yours to say, with the poet, 
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" Should all the forms that men devise, 
Assi^ult my faith with treacherous art, 

1 'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the gospel to my heart." 

IN have done. For the consideration of my 
young brethren now before me, I have made such 
remarks as I deem of vsust importance to them as 
individuals and members of society. If what I 
have said shall induce any before me to strive to 
become wiser and better, I shall be amply reward- 
ed for my labors at this time. May the choicest 
of Heaven's blessings rest upon you all. May our 
lives be peaceful and happy, our deaths calm and 
triumphant, and our names and virtues be cher- 
ished by thousands who shall rise up and call us 
blessed. — Amen. 
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Home. 

[Substance of a Sermon.] 

To the weary pilgrim in the journey of life, 
there is, perhaps, no word which sounds so sweet, 
which falls so like angelic melody upon the ear, 
and which causes such thrilling sensations to per- 
vade the bosom, as the short syllable. Home. It 
awakens the fondest recollections, and revives 
the most hallowed and endearing associations. 
Go where we may — be our situation in life pros- 
perous or adverse — though we may flee to the land 
of strangers, and there be greeted by all the 
charms of friendship and social intercourse — be 
surrounded by lovers, companions, and friends, 
and enjoy all the bessings which tend to render 
life desirable, — still, the thought or mention of 
home, will be life anew to the soul. 

What emotions fill the throbbing heart of the 
weary wanderer, as he returns home, and again 
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looks upon the countenances of those he loves, 
and hears the emphatic welcome pronoimced by 
every lip. What music to his soul ! He feels that 
" there is no place like home." Ask the poor ex- 
ile on a foreign shore, what visions flit across his 
bosom, and enchain his fancy, and cause the deep- 
drawn sigh, as he gazes silently and lonely on the 
midnight moon, — and he will tell you in the full- 
ness of his heart, they are the visions of his once 
happy home. He can never out-travel — -never 
forget the delights of his early home. Though 
ambition leads him far away, or fortune tempts 
him into the world of business, he will often 
pause, even when success has gratified his wishes, 
and linger whole hours over the memory of by- 
gone days. He will delight in every bush, and 
flowery landscape, and singing bird that resembles 
those he saw and loved in early youth. 

It is at home that the bright flowers of friend- 
ship bloom in perennial beauty. It is there that 
we can flee for protection, when the thunders are 
heard, and the roar of distant winds bespeak the 
coming tempest. There, if anywhere, we look 
for safety and repose ; we anticipate the faithful 
expression of love, of kindred sympathies and 
afiections ; and there, if anywhere, the toil-worn 
and sorrow-stricken spirit finds rest and comfort. 
Home is a place of confidence, security and love. 
There we fear no evil. There the shafts of slan- 
der will fall harmless at our feet; and there the 
thorny bed of sorrow may be cheered by a fa- 
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therms ajSectionate, and a mother's tender love. 
Surely, if happiness is to be found in the wide 
world — if man is destined to enjoyment in any 
spot this side the tomb, it should be at home. I 
know not what others may feel, but, to me, there 
is music in the word. I love to look back and 
reflect upon the pleasing scenes — the sunny days 
of childhood. I love to think of those halcyon 
moments spent beneath the smiles of parental 
love* And though these scenes of bliss have 
gone, and gone forever — though the father that 
then watched over and protected me, is now re-> 
posing in the silent slumbers of death — though I 
have entered, as it were, upon a new existence — 
formed new connexions — and shared in the love 
of new and valued friends, — still home is dear to 
my heart- 

The sacred writer utters a beautiful thought 

when he says, "Man goeth to his long home." 

The truth of the- gospel justifies such language. , 

It tells us that beyond the confines of time, and 

the troubles of earth,- there awaits us a glorious, 

an immortal home ! That though earthly homes 

will cease to exist, and earthly friends must die, 

yet that God hath prepared a better, an abiding 

home for the pilgrims of earth, where friends 

^iU- dieet never to be separated, and where love 

' >.aiviaiei'"wiH be the theme of all, through a long, 

. • -haf^ &terrl^ "Man goeth to his long home." 

S^S^t expression ! We have a home on high, 

•*aJiouse not made with hands, eternal in the 
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heavens." To go to this home is to meet our 
heavenly Father, our unchangeable friend ; to 
greet all whom we have loved on earth ; to dwell 
forever with the wise and good of all past ages ; 
to join the society of our Saviour with the heav- 
enly host, and all the innumerable company of 
the redeemed. This is our final home ; and to- 
wards this we are all hastening as fast as time can 
carry us. The inspired writers invariably repre- 
sent . man, in the present world, as a child from 
home — far from his father's house — as a €itranger 
in a strange land ; and, when he dies, as retiring 
from an eventful, a "wearisome journey, and arriv- 
ing at home, the place of his permanent residence. 
And is not this a fair representation? Does not 
every man in the present life exhibit the charac- 
teristics of a stranger ? No one appears station- 
ary or at rest. Crowds of busy mortals are urging 
their way onward, anticipating great attainments 
at some future stage of their journey ; but no one 
appears to have reached the object of his pursuit. 

" Man never is, but always to be blessed.^ 

This is his fate during his whole pilgrimage on 
the earth. The Apostle tells us, that " here we 
have no continuing city ; but we seek one to 
come." We seek " a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God." This city he 
considered our final home. The earth is the 
home of the body — but heaven is the long, the 
everlasting home of the spirit of man. 
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When we think of a good earthly home, we 
think of serenity and peace. So of our immortal 
home. There we shall rest, secure from the influ- 
ence of unholy affections. There those sinful pas- 
sions, which bere make the human bosom the 
abode of wretchedness, can never intrude. There 
peace shall ever reign, and love, and joy eternal. 

Again. Home is the common and endeared res- 
idence of our family and friends. There are our 
parents, and' the children of their care and love. 
So of our "long home." There we shall meet and 
associate with our heavenly Father — with all his 
children, from the oldest to the youngest — with 
all the members of his household. Not one shall 
be excluded. 

# 

" We '11 all Tejoice, no wanderer lost ; 
A family in heaven ! " 

Some will arrive sooner than others ; but, event- 
ually,, all will reach home* With much propriety, 
then, the Scriptures declare that when man dies, 
he goes home. 

The doctrine here advanced is very different 
from those views of death entertained by many. 
It is generally believed that while death shall in- 
troduce a part to the mansions of bliss, the remain- 
der must go away into endless perdition ; and that 
the horrid destiny of these latter will augment the 
happiness, and increase the joys of those who dwell 

at the right hand of God. Is this home ? Js thi^ 
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heaven ? If so, what is there in it lovely or desira- 
ble ? where friendly feelings, and sympathies, 
and affections are annihilated ! Should we not 
turn with disgust from a family or a home on earth, 
like that which many pretend to believe exists in 
heaven ? Let us suppose that some father calls all 
his children home, and selects a lai^ge portion of 
them from the rest — loads them with impreca- 
tions — commands them to depart, 5^nd come no 
more into his presence. Suppose that while they 
are leaving their home in the utmost agony and 
despair, the other half of the children, who arp 
their father's peculiar favorites, set up a c^ont of 
rejoicing, and thank the father for fainisbing ^m 
wretched brethren, should we not sh|in and de- 
test such a father's family and home? We are 
told that there is no langusige or jSgure which we 
can use, that will give us an adequate idea of the 
happiness of heaven. But how can this be true, if 
the common views of the subject be correct ? Look 
at an earthly family, where all is joy, and love, 
and kindness. Is one of the number in pain? they 
all sympathize with him, feel for him^ and share in 
his sorrows. Is one absent from home ? they all 
send their best wishes with him, and wait impa- 
tiently for his return. And is there not as much 
benevolence in heaven, as in this family? If so, 
and one, even one of our race is forever excluded 
from those shining courts, will there not be pain 
and grief in that bright world ? Shall the flowers 
of love there cease to bloom ? Is heaven a place 
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of darkness and desolatioii, where the holy plants 
of benevolence fibtid not a congenial soil ? Are its 
inhabitants misanthropes? Is its predominating 
principle revenge? And <iall yoti this Home? 
Sooner would we .wander iiji the gloomy shades of 
solitude, than be the companions of such beings as 
these ! Biitj thanks to the Most High, the Bible 
reveals no such home — no such heaven for man- 
kind. That home is a sinless, happy, immortality, 
to be shared alike by all. 

Let this sentiment be cherished. It should be 
the preacher's theme, and the hearer's consolation. 
I would have it read and understood by every son 
and daughter of Adam, that man goeth to his long^ 
his heavenly home, I would have it feelingly im- 
pressed on the yielding mind of the young, that 
they are but pilgrims and sojourners in the earth, 
and that death will bring them to the joys and 
felicities of home. Such a sentiment will do them 
good, if rightly considered* It will lead theii(i to 
live and walk " after the spirit," and hold com- 
munion with God and heaven. I would have the 
sentiment remembered by the seeker after worldly 
riches. He would then understand that this earth 
is not his abiding-place -^ that he must soon pass 
home. This truth, in the hour of prosperity, 
would teach him to regard all men as fellow- 
travellers to the same heavenly mansion, and to 
give those who are needy arouiui him, all the 
assistance in his power. In short, all, of every 
grade, and in every situation of life, would be bet- 
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ter for an understanding of this precious, this heav* 
enly sentiment. 

In the hour of trouble and grief, the idea of 
which we speak, has its consolation. When, one 
after another, our friends depart, and we see them 
lie down in the sleep of death, what joy is there 
in the thought that they have gone home ; that 
death is but an angel of mercy sent to convey us 
to our heavenly abode! That was a beautiful 
saying of Franklin, when speaking of the death of 
a loved one, — " Our friend and we were invited 
abroad on a party of pleasure which is to last for- 
ever. He was ready first, and is gone before us. 
We could not all conveniently start together ; and 
why should you and I be grieved at this, since we 
are soon to follow, and know where to find him ? 
Why should we mourn that a new child is bom 
among the immortals ? that another member of 
the family has gone home ? " There is philoso- 
phy, there is Christianity, in this saying of the 
sage. 

To die is to go home. We would have this 
truth known and realized. We would have it 
engraven on the tablet of every heart — written in 
every temple of worship — inscribed upon the 
portals. of the grave-yard. Then would that fear 
of death, which now rends the human bosom, be 
robbed of its power to harm, and joy would fill 
the heart of the moiumng earthly pilgrim. 
then, let us love the name of Home ! 
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Extract from a Sermon, 

Deliyered at Lamprey Riyer, N. H. Thanksgiving Day, 1834. 

The mighty change which has been produced 
•within the last half century in the theological 
-views and religious feelings of this " new world," 
considering the powerfully opposing and disadvan- 
tageous circumstances under which it has been 
effected, has scarcely a parallel in the annals of 
creation. The seed sown by the immortal Murray 
has been watered by the faithful Apostles of truth, 
and God has given it a glorious increase. Although 
but a few years since, this doctrine, like the grain 
of mustard-seed, was so small as not to be per- 
ceived, it has been nourished by the dew of 
heaven into a wide-spread tree, whbse fruits and 
leaves are for. the healing of the nations. " The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad." 

Where is the philanthropic heart that does not 
swell with emotions of joy and gratitude on wit- 
nessing the triumphant march of truth? That 
doctrine which but sixty-four years since, was 
proclaimed for the first time on the continent of 
America, and which then had but one public ad- 
vocate, now has its faithful and ardent defender in 
almost every city, town and hamlet throughout our 
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highly favored land. Truly, " this is the Lord's 
doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." 

It was from this asylum of the oppressed that a 
voice was to go forth, which should level the strong 
barriers of bigotry and superstition, and cause an 
aspiring clergy to leam that they were servants 
and not masters ; a voice which declared to them, 
in tones of thunder, " thus far shalt thou go and 
no farther." That " still small voice " has been 
heard. Truth has burst upon a benighted world, 
" fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and (to her 
enemies) terrible as an army with banners." It is 
moving forward, "conquering and to conquer;" 
and its benign and heavenly influence is causing 
the solitary place to rejoice, and the wilderness to 
bud and blossom as the rose. Societies professing 
faith in a common salvation are rising up oi> every 
hand ; houses are being dedicated to the worship 
of God as the " Saviour of all men ;" and laborers 
in the gospel vineyard are continually increasing. 
Have we not, then, my brethren, in view of our 
unparalleled prosperity as a denomination, every 
reason to obey the injunction in the text, " Ofler 
unto God thanksgiving." The truth of Jesus is 
irresistible. Its watch- word is " Victory ; " its 
motto, " Onward ; " and as the prejudices of men 
wear away, it will soar triumphant, like the 
majestic eagle, and behold error and delusion 
buried in everlasting night. God speed the happy 
day! ####*##* 
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But, my brethren, as a society of Christians, are 
you not under the strongest obligations to " offer 
unto God thanksgiving ? " For the first time, on 
an. occasion like this, you have assembled within 
these consecrated walls, a band of believers in the 
infinite goodness, the unbounded love of your tJod 
and Father. The year which is now drawing to 
a close has witnessed your zeal and faithfulness in 
the cause you have espoused. Enjoying the bless^ 
ing of that liberty wherewith Christ has made you 
free, you have, with a zeal and devotedness worthy 
the imitation of all, erected this neat and commo- 
dious temple, and dedicated it to the worship of 
Almighty God. And you have the rich satisfae« 
tton of knowing that your labors have not been 
vain in the Lord. The promise of Jehovah has 
truly been verified to you, -^ " No weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment, 
thou shalt condemn." And as a society of Chris- 
tians professing the same faith, animated by the 
same hope, and cheered by the same prospects, 
you should on this joyful occasion " ofier unto 
God thanksgiving," fed: the abundant success with 
wljich he has crowned your efforts, and let your 
fervent prayers ascend to him that he would con* 
tinue to smile propitiously on you, and that here, 
with your families and firiends, you may long be 
permitted to listen to the sound of that gospel 
which is the bread of life to the believing soul. 
Let the encouragement you have received from 
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the past, stimulate you to renewed exertions ; and 
when this day shall again return, may this temple 
resound with the praises of many, who, through 
your instrumentality, have been brought out of 
darkness into the marvellous Ught of the gospel. 

Finally ; — encouraged by the cheering prospects 
before us, and the holy hopes which our religion in- 
spires, of a time when sin and sorrow shall be swept 
from the earth, and benevolence and love shall 
universally prevail, and when the whole world of 
mankind shall with grateful hearts offer imto God 
thanksgiving — let us endeavor, so far as the frailty 
of our nature will allow, to be perfect as he is per- 
fect on whom the consummation of our hope de- 
pends. And while we are assembled around our 
festive boards this day, partaking of the rich boun- 
ties of an all-wise Providence, may the flame of 
grateful thanksgiving, which is glowing in our 
bosoms, ascend to the almighty Parent of good, for 
bringing us in safety to the close of another year, 
and crowning our lives with his loving kindness 
and tender mercies — for his goodness manifested 
to us in the privileges we enjoy as a nation — for 
our temporal and spiritual blessings. And when 
we shall forever cease our offerings in his earthly 
temples, may we be permitted to enter those heav- 
enly courts, where one eternal day of thanksgiving 
shall crown our joy, and where we shall unite at 
last with a ransomed world in celebrating the 
praises of our God forever and ever. — Amen* 
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Nature of God. 

It is an express doctrine of Revelation, that God 
is love. But it is nowhere said in scripture that 
God is wisdom, that God is justice, or that God is 
power. These are only attributes of him — the 
same as limbs are parts of our body. As our 
limbs are set in motion by our body, so the attri- 
butes of Deity, his wisdom, power, justice, &c., 
are governed by, or exerted in accordance with 
love, which is the nature of God. His wis- 
dom is the wisdom of love ; his power, the power 
of love ; his justice, the justice of love. And 
these, with all his other attributes, must ever be 
exerted to brin:^ about an end, in accordance 
with the great design of infinite and immutable 
love. We take it for granted, of course, that it is 
the nature of love to desire the happiness of its 
objects — and, consequently, that God, being love, 
desires the happiness of his children. Now, to say 
that the wisdom of God is not exerted in accord- 
ance with love, is to charge the Almighty with 
supreme folly. It is virtually saying that he is 
not wise enough to frame a scheme which will 
succeed in accomplishing his own desires. The 
truth is, the wisdom of God is ever exerted in 
devising plans to accomplish the desires of love. 
For, as God is love, love must prompt wisdom to 
action. 

15* 
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So with the power of God. That is a mighty 
attribute. But, when we reflect that it is only the 
power of love, it loses all its terror. We behold the 
power of God displayed in the lightning's flash — 
the thunder's roax — in the tempest, and earth- 
quake — in all the mighty operations of nature. 
It fills us with awe. But, when we reflect that it 
is directed by love, we fear no evil. That power 
which formed this beautiful world, might have 
filled it with hissing serpents, and rendered it the 
abode of misery and wo. That power which 
rides forth upon the storm-cloud, instead of the 
gently falling rain, might shower down the thun- 
derbolts of his wrath. That power which awakes 
the slumbering tempest, might fill it with the 
arrows of death. And why is not this done? 
The answer is plain. Because that power which 
we see displayed, is the power of love. As God's 
power is omnipotent, and is ever directed by love, 
we can perceive at once the happy consequences 
which must result from the exertion of that pow- 
er. And we can also see the beauty of that scrip- 
ture which says, " Thy people shall be willing 
in the day of thy power." A glorious assurance. 
The power of love shall make them willing ! 
This will cause every wandering rebel to bow, 
like Saul of Tarsus, in humble submission to the 
Prince of PeaK?^; and the efiectual workings of 
God's omnipdterit power shall be followed by re- 
sults, over -^hicji love will rejoice through ages 
without end. "" 
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An Invitation, 

" Come thou with lis, and we will do thee good." — Num. x. 29. 

These words of Moses may with much proprie- 
ty be addressed to those who, at the present day, 
are so violently opposed to the doctrine of Christ, 
and who are groping in the midnight darkness of 
error and superstition. We are all in search of 
happiness ; it is " our being's end and aim." Per- 
fect and unalloyed happiness is not attainable by 
mortal man, in this frail and imperfect state of 
existence. That rich feast is prepared for us in 
the mansions of everlasting bliss — there the pure 
streams of peace and happiness shall flow un- 
ruffled — there shall a ransomed world find full- 
ness of joy and pleasures forevermore. But, not- 
withstanding this, we believe man may enjoy 
a happiness in this life, which assimilates itself to 
that prepared for him in an inmiortal state of ex- 
istence. Where is this happiness to be found ? 
What course shall we pursue, in order to obtain 
that which we most desire ; and, indeed, all we 
desire ? I answer, — By entertaining right views 
of the character of God, and a strong and unwaver- 
ing faith in his gracious promises — a faith which 
shall work by love, and purify the heart. Here 
alone is true happiness to be found. 



(( ; 



T is this that makes our darkness day ; 
'T is this that makes our earth a heaven." • "^ » 
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If this be txue, the believing, practical Univer- 
salist is in possession of that which all men so 
ardently desire. His doctrine presents him with a 
God of matchless purity and holiness — with a 
kind and good Father, who is infinite in love, and 
whose regard for him infinitely- surpasses that of 
the tenderest earthly parent for his offspring. It in- 
forms us that it is the pleasure and purpose of 
God to gather together all things in one, in Christ 
Jesus — that the whole family of man shall be 
raised to the enjoyments of heaven, and live for- 
ever in the light of Jehovah's love. It assures us 
that sin and hell shall be destroyed ; that death 
shall be swallowed up in victory ; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God. And, believing 
this, we are prepared to look forward to death 
with triumph. We believe that where sin abound- 
ed, grace doth much more abound — and that, 
beyond the reach of sin, man shall worship God in 
an existence where sorrow and sighing can never 
come. O, if there is a human being on the foot- 
stool of the Almighty in possession of true happi- 
ness, it is the firm believer in God's universal and 
unchanging love. He worships a God worthy the 
character ascribed to him in his holy word, and 
throws himself upon his boundless mercy for pro- 
tection and support. He welcomes the future 
with joy and rejoicing, believing that there is 
prepared for him, and the world of mankind, an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. And, believing these consoling truths, 
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he is saved from the love and dominion of sin, and 
led to fear God and keep his commandments. 

Reader, — these are the happy effects which the 
doctrine of God's illimitable grace produces in the 
heaxt of him who receives it in spirit and in truth. 
And if you are ignorant of the happiness which 
religion affords — if you would enjoy that peace 
which passeth understanding — if you are in 
search of true felicity, — I would most affection- 
ately address you in the language of Moses, — 
"Come thou with us, and we will do thee good." 
Thou shalt hear the voice of the blessed Redeem- 
er, speaking peace to thy troubled bosom, and 
saying, " Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee." Then will peace, like a river from the 
throne of God, attend thee on thy way. You will 
have a foretaste of those joys that await you in 
realms beyond the skies, and drink deep from the 
inexhaustible fountain of divine love, the streams 
whereof make glad the city of our God. O, come, 
then, ye who are endeavoring to satisfy your 
hungry soiils with sin and error, to slake your 
thirst by drinking of the bitter waters of partial- 
ism, come and enter into the gospel kingdom, and 
partake of that rich feast prepared for you by your 
Father in heaven. Forsake, I beseech you, the 
broken cisterns hewn out by man's invention, and 
flee to the fountain of living waters, from which 
you may drink and never die. Why will you 
slight such precious invitations? "Why do ye 
jpend money for that which is not bread, and 
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your labor for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness." 

Moses, in starting for the land of Canaan, mani- 
fested a desire to have his kindred accompany 
him, as he says, '^ We are journeying into the 
place of which the Lord said, I will give it you : 
come thou with us, and we will do thee good." 
Moses was travelling to an earthly Canaan, " to 
the place of which the Lord said, I will give it 
you." We are journeying to the heavenly Cana- 
an — a country given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began — a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. " Come thou 
with us, and we will do thee good." Will yon 
listen to the entreaty, and enter into rest ? or will 
you return us the answer which Hobab did to 
Moses? "I will not come, but I will depart to 
mine own land, and to mine own kindred." If 
you will do this, and still continue to doubt Grod^s 
promises and disbelieve the doctrine of his Son, — 
you must expect to reap, as the sad consequences 
of persisting in such a course, the apples of Sodom 
and the clusters of Gomorrah. " O that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the slain of 
the daughter of my people." 

Reader, — you can never enjoy true and substan* 
tial happiness, until you have embraced that gos- 
pel which " bringeth salvation to all men." We 
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say this from experience. We have tried the sys- 
tems of men. We have searched in vain to find 
happiness in the paths of sin. We have repaired 
to the gospel of Christ. We have experienced its 
renovating power. We have felt its life-giving 
energies — and we know it to be, indeed, "the 
power of God mito salvation to every one that 
believe th." In the darkest hour of our earthly 
existence it has given us " joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." And, while following to the grave 
our departed friends, it has pointed us to a distant 
land, blooming with glories ineffable and eternal. 
These are the happy eflFects of a belief in the 
gospel of Christ. Its joys are transcendent — its 
happiness is inexpressible. It affords us an ante- 
past of heaven, a prelibation of those streams of 
felicity which emanate from the throne of Gcfd. 
And such comforts, consolations and delights you 
can never find while wandering in the dark maze 
of sin and unbelief. Come, then, to the fountain 
of eternal life. Believe the gospel — cherish its 
hopes — cultivate its spirit — ^live as it dictates — 
and you will be happy in life, and triumphant in 
death. No longer deprive yourselves of the bread 
of heaven, and search for happiness where it can 
never be found ; but come to the gospel feast. ^ 
You are all welcome to the rich dainties it af- 
fords; and 

" Christ hath sent me to invite you 

To this rich and costly feast ; 
Let not shame nor pride prevent you : 

Come, the rich provision taste." 
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Religion, 

Religion ! What is it ? Disrobed of the supersti- 
tious garb -wrhich men have hung around it, we be- 
lieve it to be Heaven's best gift to man. It is our 
friend in adversity, and our monitor in prosperity. 
Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 
are peace. By the touch of its purifying wand, 
the veil which has shrouded the inquisitive search- 
ings of the human mind is at once torn asunder, 
and the undying beauties of immortality are open 
to our view. 

Without religion, what is man ? A being soUta- 
ry and forlorn — a slave to sin, and an enemy of 
his own happiness. All before him is shrouded in 
darkness and dread uncertainty. But, in religion 
he finds an unerring guide, a faithful friend. By 
its enlivening influence, the soul, beaming with 
the intellectual beauty of its divine Author, scans 
the laws of the moral and physical universe — 
measures with unerring exactness the courses of 
the giant orbs around it — imfolds and explains 
the various phenomena of nature, and realizes, in 
spirit and in truth, the doctrine of divine goodness 
and love. In the religion of Christ there is nothing 
inconsistent with the purest happiness of man. 

It is a source of incalculable comfort to those 
who drink from its fertilizing streams. It pre- 
cludes every thing which is not congenial with 
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tlie fine feelings of our nature. It is emphatically 
a religion of peace. And not only does it afford 
us the purest happiness here, by saving us from 
the love and dominion of sin, but it promises us, 
beyond this transitory state of existence, " an in^ 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away," 

O, who is there that dpes not perceive the beauty 
and excellency of this religion ? All hail,, sweet 
harbinger of joy ! Life without thee were a world 
without light, a death-like song, a frightful dream ! 
Where could we flee in adversity but to thee? 
Wlien sorrow and sadness pour upon us like a 
mighty deluge — when grief corrodes within the 
breast — when cares perplex the mind, and disap- 
pointments bring their train of melancholy, — then 
it is that we are permitted terete the value of reli- 
gion. It irradiates the darkest gloom, and spreads 
an ocean of unbounded delight over all the scenes 
of human existence. May it ever be my ambition 
to recommend this religion, both by precept and 
example, to the attention of my fellow-men. 

" I '11 lift my han^, I '11 raise my voice, 
While I have breath to pray or praise ; 

This work shall make my heart rejoice, 
And fill the remnant of my days," 

May all, to whom theseremarks may come, be 
entreated by their youthful friend, by one who 
f(^els an interest in their happiness, to " break off 
their sins by righteousness, and their iniquities 

16 
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\>Y turning to the Lord." Then shall they ^joy 
that peace of God which passeth nnderstandingi 
and find, by happy expenence, that in keeping the 
commandments there is great reward. 



Fear of Death. 

How many thousands of our race are now living 
in misery, and trembling with horror, through fear 
of death ! Sighs and tears — ^ troubled bosoms —• 
achijog hearts — -hours of darkness^ — lives of. sor- 
row, are their bitter portion. The beauties of 
earth, and the sw^ts of friendship^ present no 
charms to the tremulqus vision; and at last the 
destroyer comes, and they lie down in despair. 
And all this is through fear of death. 

But, can the true believer be in bondage to fear I 
No, never ! He reposes with unshaken coi^fiden^^c} 
in the God of heaveii, and exercises a strong and 
abiding faith in the gospel of his Redeemer. Fear 
is a stranger to his bosom. He can exclaim with 
the Pslamii?t, " Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will feax no 
evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they cpmfort me." 
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Profanity. 

The practkie of profane swearing is one of the 
most useless, foolish and pernicious sins of the 
<i^y. To be saluted on every hand with a profane 
oath, is, to the man of sensibility and feeling, truly 
revolting. And, above all others, professed Univer- 
«alists should be the last to indulge in this vile 
practice. Th^rs is not a doctrine of cursing and 
bitterness, but of blessing and love. They are, 
therefore, exceedingly inconsistent and foolish 
when they call on God to damn their fellow-men. 
A certain opposer of our faith was right when he 
said that Universalists, in order to swear. Were 
obliged to steal oaths to swear with. True. The 
worst oath which a Universalist can utter, and be 
consistent with his faith, is, "May God bless you." 
O that all who profess this faith would remember 
this, and govern their conduct and conversation in 
such a nfanner as shall reflect honor upon the doc- 
trine thBy believe ! It is a sentiment which, gives 
no license to sin, no room for the indulgence of 
profenity. Its language is, .Thou shalt bless, and 
curse not: If we heed this command, and are 
governed by its spirit, we shkll promote our own 
happiness, the welfare of others, and the glory of 
Grpd. Even so may it be. 
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^^ Be amrtmus,^ 

If there is any one thing needed among us more 
than another, it is Christian courtesy. Christians 
manifest a lamentable want of respect for eacli 
other's feelings. They do not appeax to deem the 
exhortation at the head of this article worthy of 
their attention. They will denounce those who 
inay honestly differ from them in sentiment, as 
infidels, sinners ; and brand them with the most 
opprobrious epithets. Universalists have suffered 
from this lack of courtesy among professing Chris- 
tians. They have been called hard names — treated 
with disrespect — ranked with infidels aixd others 
who regard not the word of God, And what is 
worse, this has been done in the pulpit, by those 
who have stood forth as teachers of virtue and 
piety. Now, of one thing we axe certain^ that what- 
ever else these brethren possess, they are greatly 
deficient in Christian courtesy. When they com^ 
to us^and address us as rational beings^ call us by 
our proper name, aiid give us credit for what we 
do believe, instead of denouncing us as infidels, 
we shall begin to think that they have some re- 
gard for the exhortation of the Apostle, "Be 
courteous," 




FjRAGMENTS FROM LETTERS. 



Immortality. 

I HAVE been thinking, my dear friend, of the 
happy seasons we have enjoyed together ; of that 
blessed spirit of which we have drank so freely ; 
of that pure flame of love which has been kindled 
upon the altar of our hearts ; of " those unsearcha- 
ble riches" to which our minds have been direct- 
ed ; of that inexhaustible theme on which we 
have expatiated ; and I have asked myself, Can it 
be possible, that creatures capable of such sublime 
etijoyments — of possessing such holy desires — of 
indulging such glorious hopes, are to exist for a few 
^€Hrt days, and then lie down to perish ? Can it be 
possible, that those endearing relations, those strong 
ties of affections, which have here bound us to- 
gether, are to be annihilated when the taper of 
life shall cease to bum ? Can it be, that when a few 
more changes shall have mocked us, these pleasant 
scenes diall be forever o'er ? I cannot, I will not 
indulge the dreadftd thought. My Redeemer hath 

16* 
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said, '< Because I live, ye shall live also," and it 
must be so ! 

" Else why this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality 1 " 

Blessed,, thrice blessed be the name of the Most 
High ! Man shall live again ! Those feelings 
which have rendered us so happy here, shall be 
renewed in a fairer and brighter world. The 
friendships which have been formed between us 
upon earth, shall be perfected in the realms of un- 
bounded love, where the praise of God and the 
Lamb shall be tlie delightful employment of a be- 
atified imiverse^ 



Gospel Joys, 

You have felt what I would fain express. The 
gospel has often caused yo«ir bosom to thrill with 
the feelings of heaven ; your heart to bum with the 
fire of love ; and your eyes to be filled with tears 
of joy. And with such a precious treasure, en- 
gaged in a cause so glorious, how happy should 
we be ! What ardent gratitude should we feel ! 
What joy should be ours ! We may be separated 
and cast fax from each other; mountains may 
heave their towering summits, and rivers roll in 
grandeur between us; the silence of midnight 
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inay often fbad us wiapt; in study ; stonns and 
tempests may howl around us ; still we can be 
happy. We have a companion, whose soothing 
voice is ever heard. The Comforter, even the 
quickening Spirit, is ours. We have a light to 
guide us, which never grows dim ^ a fire to warm 
us, which the troubles of earth C€mnot quench — a 
faith to sustain us, which never fails-— and a hope 
which takes bold on immortality, and gives us 
bright visions of " the i^irit-land.'' O, then, let us 
cling to the gospel ; it will stand by us when all 
things else shall fail. Our friends may leave us — 
those we love m^y lie down in death — the eye of 
affection may grow dim, and the last farewell of 
many a fond one be spoken ; but still, faith in the- 
gospel will remain, shining brighter and brighter 
amid surrounding darkness. Above all things else, 
spare me my faith. 

" Then, should the earth's firm pillars shake, 
And all the wheels of nature break, — 
My steady soul shall fear no more 
Than solid rocks, when billows roar." * 



Pleasure and Duty of Ministers, 

To preach the gospel — to proclaim good tidings 
— to make known "the unsearchable riches of 
Christ " — to reclaim the wandering — to convince 
the doubting — to bind up the broken-hearted I 
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Can there be an employment more divine, a work 
more worthy the love and devotion of man ? I 
know there aie toils and trials, crosses and suffer* 
ings, connected with the labors of the Christian 
minister; but to me these are as dust in the 
balance, when contrasted with the joy, the bliss, 
the rapturous deUght, which flow from a duty so 
plea^ng, a privilege so precious and holy. Univer- 
sahsm, Heaven knows, I love. It is a treasure 
which I prize, a gift which I hold dear as existence 
itself. It is the angel of mercy ! It is Christianity 
in its pristine purity and glory ! And, its profess- 
ed ministers, what responsibilities rest upon usi 
How holy should be our lives ; how upright our 
conduct ; how humble our spirits ; how fervent 
our devotion ; how ardent our zeal, in a cause so 
sublime and glorious ! If there is one thing which 
I ardently desire, and for which I fervently pray, 
it is, that } may be a faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ ; thalf my wi^rks may ever evince the purity 
of my religion ; my example attest the sincerity of 
my profession; and my zeal and devotion show 
forth the strength of my faith ; and so long as God 
shall bless me with existence, may my love for 
the world and its alluring vanities be swallowed 
up and lost in my love for the gospel of my Re- 
deemer. 
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Spread of Triah. 

The Lord grant that this blessed truth may go 
on, from conquering to conquer, until darkness and 
error shall be known no more, and the whole earth* 
shall be filled with the glory of God. As co- 
workers in this glerious causCj may we, my 
brother, be inspired with renewed zeal in the work 
wMch is before us — be more engaged, and more 
faithful in our Master's service — and be instru- 
ments, in the hands of the Most High, of hastening 
the happy era wheu the tottering walls of Mystery 
Babylon shall crumble into dust, and the anthems 
of victory shall be chanted on the watch-tower 
of Zion. This time will come. The bigot may 
miurmur, and the Pharisee oppose ; but truth will 
prevail. God ha,th declared it ] angels desire it ; 
good men pray for it; and. Heaven be praised, 
their prayers shall be answered. 



Flight of Thought. 

What a privilege is that which we enjoy, in 
being able to hold intercourse, sweet interchange 
of thought, by the silent language of the pen! 
The travels of thought, the workings of the mind, 
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how ivonderful ! With the rapidity of lightning 
the spirit flies through immensity — communes 
with kindred spirits — grasps at infinity! Who 
can understand its greatness ? Who can know its 
power ? Who will unravel the mystery ; for myste- 
rious surely it is, that the spirit which now direct 
this pen should be at the same moment by thy 
side, beholding thy face, though thou art far away? 
O may its goings forth from the esurthfy tenement 
bring it nearer to Him in whose presence is ** ful- 
ness of joy, and at whose right hand are pleasures 
forevermore ! " 



Devotional Desires* 

We need more fire — more love — more of the 
true spirit of devotion. Ours is a religion which 
demands continual perseverance. It forbids our 
standing still. It is continually urging us onward 
to higher attainments, to more glorious achieve- 
ments in our warfare with ign(M:ance and sin. It 
calls for the exercise of all our moral and intel- 
lectual faculties; it bids us "grow in grace;" it 
spurns the narrow fetters of a creed ; lifts the soul 
above the alluring vanities of time ; strips the free 
spirit of those chains which have bound it to earth, 
and unfolds to its expanding powers scenes of im- 
provement and glory, which shall end oiriy vith 
eternity. 
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I piay for more devotion, heaxtfeU, gospel devo- 
tion ; which shall give us a victory over sin ; 
which shedl gain new and more glorious conquests 
for the truth ; which shall make us bright and 
shining lights xq. the world. I desire to be brought 
into such a state of mind, of feeling, that I may 
forget the vanities of earth, its troubles and trials, 
in my love for the gospel. I would have myself 
and every believer feel just as the poet must have 
felt, when he said, 

" When all thy mercies, O my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with: the view, I 'm lost 

In. wonder, love, and praise ! " 

Let US live in this spirit ; and should we not, my 
brother, know more of the blessings of religion, the 
joys of heaven, than we have ever yet experienced ? 
So I think ; so I would feel. 



Kecovery from Sickness^ 

After being kept from the people of my charge, 
by sickness, for about six months, I have again 
l^een permitted to procla^n to them ^^ the un- 
searchable riches of Christ.'^ And I cannot dis- 
s^ble to you the rapturous emotions which have 
thrilled my bosom, on being able once more to en- 
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gage in that blessed work, which has been to me a 
source of unfeigned delight. My love for the 
ministry, and my attachment to its duties, " grow 
with my growth, and strengthen with my strength." 
For one, I adore the gospel — I admire its beauties 
— I love its excellencies — I rejoice in its life* 
giving power ! — It has been to me a faithful com- 
panion. It has sustained me in sii^kness — has 
planted the flowers of immortality upon the graves 
of departed friends — and given me joy and tri- 
umph even at the gates of death ! -^— it inspires us 
with the most glorious hope, — it lifts the curtain 
of futurity, and bids us behold, by an eye of faith, 
a time when sin and misery shall be o'er j when 
we shall exchange the sorrows and troubles of life, 
for the unfading joys of a brighter world, where 
the friendship which has been formed between us 
upon earth, shall be perfected in the realms of un- 
dying love. This faith it is our happiness to pos- 
sess ; and, with it, what joy, what bliss diould be 
ours ! Though we may meet Jio more upon the 
shores of time — though we may not be permitted 
to renew, upon earth, the pleasing acquaintance 
which has been formed between Us, — yet, in our 
faith, we have the blissfid assurance that we shall 
at last greet each other in a world of unclouded 
light, where sorrow can never come, where parting 
is never known ,• but where we shall roam amid 
fields of perennial felicity, loving and being loved 
forever. Heaven grant that this faith may ever be 
our stay in life, and support in death, and its bliss- 
_ ful reality our unfading ipottion ia eternity t 
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Meeting again. 

You ask when we shall meet again ? A thrill- 
ing question. There is solemnity in the thought, 
that those dear friends we love, around whom our 
fondest affections are clustered, we may meet no 
more upon the earth. It is a thought which often 
intrudes itself upon my own mind, calling forth 
sighs and tears. There is much to bind me to 
earth, much for which I would live ; still, I believe 
my hold on this existence to be slender indeed. I 
feel that when a little period shall have passed, my 
days on earth will be numbered, my sorrows will 
end, and I shall rest in silence with those who 
were, but are not. May a kind Father prepare 
me for whatever seemeth good in his sight. 

But, why sadness? Perhaps we may never 
meet, until we meet in that bright world where 
parting shall never come -^ where we shall love 
and be loved, eternally — ^^ where we shall fesust 
upon beauties which never change — -phick the 
fair flowers of unfading delight— go onward in 
knowledge and virtue, and bask in the light of 
God's everlasting smiles f There it will never be 
asked. When shall we meet again ? No more part- 
ing forever ! 

17 
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A Social Meeting, 

I HATE just returned from one of our social 
meetings, or concerts of praise. We hold a meet- 
ing of this kind every Sabbath evening, and have 
for a long time past. They grow belter and 
better. The one this evening has been remarka- 
bly well attended. All felt that it was good to be 
there. O the blessed privilege I have enjoyed! 
The Lord be praised ! I have met with my be- 
loved brethren and sisters, who like myself love 
the gospel — so I trust — God bless them. We 
have mingled our prayers and praises together ; we 
have sat together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. We have foigotten for a time the things of 
earth, and lingered with delight amid the joys of 
immortality. Our affections have taken hold on 
heaven* We have formed new and holier resolu- 
tions. We have prayed in faith. We have sung 
the sweet songs of Zion. We have exhorted each 
other to love and good works. And the effect 
upon my mind has been thrilling, ecstatic, glo- 
rious. I have felt the power of God, and the 
quickening energies of his love. My soul has 
been refreshed — my hope is brighter — my faith 
is stronger — my zeal has been renewed — my 
love for mankind has been kindled into a purer 
and holier flame. Bless the Lord for these seasons 
of spiritual rejoicing. May he give us more of 
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them. They are the antitypes of heaven, harbin- 
gers of endless felicity. I know not how to ex- 
press the joys, the raptures, the unspeakable bliss, 
which I have experienced with my brethren and 
friends this evening. I can only give utterance 
to my feeUngs in the thrilling language of the 
poet : — 

" How blest the sacred tie that binds 
In union sweet according minds ; 
How high, how strong their raptures swell, 
There's none but kindred souls can tell. 

Their hearts together seek the place 
Where God reveals his smiling face ; 
Their ardent prayers together rise, 
Like mingling flame, in sacrifice. 

Nor shall the glowing flame ezpre 
When nature droops her sick'ning fire ; 
Then shall they meet in realms above^ 
A heaven of joy, because of love I " 
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